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State of the Map US 2015 Seattle Bid 
 
The OpenStreetMap Seattle Community is excited to propose Seattle as host of the 2015 
State of the Map U.S. conference. 

Seattle is known as the origin of iconic, groundbreaking companies—Boeing, Starbucks, 
Microsoft and Amazon being just a few. It also houses the University of Washington, one 
of the preeminent research universities in the United States. Building on this tradition, 
Seattle has established a booming technology center of startup companies and 
organizations built around cloud computing, big data, GIS, and open-source.1 

The members of the OSM Seattle Community feel that OpenStreetMap has reached a 
tipping point. We believe that bringing its main U.S. conference to Seattle, where we 
have created excellent map coverage, and showcasing it within our innovative 
environment will push the project further into the mainstream and increase OSM’s 
visibility both commercially and with the general public. 

Besides Seattle’s technology advantages, our large community of volunteers is interested 
in promoting free and open source solutions. Also, we would like to highlight our city, 
which is located in a spectacularly beautiful region: next to the Puget Sound, close to 
mountain ranges, and a short trip from the Canadian cities of Victoria and Vancouver. 

OpenStreetMap Seattle 
OSM Seattle was created in 2008 by OSM Founder Steve Coast, and has grown to over 
200 members. In addition to its monthly meetings, the group has worked on special 
projects seen in only a few other United States cities. In early 2013, over 20 local 
mappers worked together to import all of Seattle’s building outlines and addresses from 
public data. That effort helped establish a strong tie between the OSM community and 
King County GIS. Recently, the group held a highly successful OSM 10th Anniversary 
Party with presentations and a live aerial-photography kite demonstration.   
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The Seattle Open Source Community 
Seattle has a well-established track record in open source software, in terms of 
development, implementation, and education/outreach. In addition to the wide range of 
projects that OSM Seattle has put on over the years, a number of other groups in the area 
have contributed to this space. The Cascadia Users of Geospatial Open Source2 
(CUGOS), with around 350 registered members, are strong participants in the FOSS GIS 
community. In addition to hosting monthly meetings (which in addition to OSM cover 
varied topics such as QGIS, Leaflet, and quadcopters), CUGOS has sponsored edit-a-
thons multiple times as part of annual Flings (one-day conferences). These events have 
provided opportunities for both novice and seasoned map editors to teach and learn from 
one another. 

Local Government 
Furthermore, our local government agencies have embraced the culture of open source. 
Examples include both financial support for the OneBusAway3 project by local transit 
agencies such as King County Metro, Sound Transit, and Pierce Transit, as well as the 
City of Seattle’s data.seattle.gov4 website and api, providing access to a variety of 
datasets. Expanding the open data notion beyond the city, the Seattle Code for America 
brigade5 has developed nwdata.org6 as a github-backed listing of accessible datasets 
throughout the Cascadia region. 

Commercial Use 
Many prominent businesses in Seattle utilize OSM data, including Tableau Software, 
SpatialDev, and Groundspeak. These commercial enterprises are at the cutting edge of 
their industries and are examples of how OSM can be integrated into a successful 
business model. Commercial users of OSM provide a conduit for exploring the 
innovative capabilities of open source data. By removing barriers in data cost and access, 
OSM enables a wide variety of commercial entities to advance their products while 
becoming engaged contributors to their local and global community.      

Organizing Team 
Organizing team members are in either the OSM Seattle Meetup group, CUGOS, or both. 
 
Name  Organization 
Clifford Snow, Project Leader OSM Seattle organizer 
Chase Stephens  OSM Seattle co-organizer 
Arielle “Ari” Simmons Tableau Software 
Matt Kenny  Tableau Software 
Nathan Proudfoot  OSM Seattle 
Raymond “Peaceray” Leonard Cascadia Wikimedians 
Debbie Bull  King County GIS 
Paul McCombs  King County GIS 
Peter Keum  King County Wastewater Treatment Div. 
Bryce Cogswell  Go Map!! iOS developer 
Seth Fitzsimmons  Stamen Design 
Aaron Racicot  CUGOS co-founder 
Greg Corradini  CUGOS organizer  



 3 

Venue details 
The organizing committee looked at a number of locations to hold the conference. Our 
budget focuses on two facilities with a broad range of costs: 1) Bell Harbor Conference 
Center in downtown Seattle and 2) Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue. We also anticipate 
holding a code sprint on the following Monday at the University of Washington. 

Both of our preferred sites have room for two tracks, a large room for dining/keynote 
addresses, assorted-sized areas for “Birds of a Feather” gatherings, and room for vendors.  

Proposed Conference Locations: 

• Bell Harbor Conference Center is located right on Elliott Bay in Puget Sound. 
Two hotels are located nearby, the rest a short walk uphill to Downtown. Bus and 
ferry service are conveniently located. Taxis from the airport charge a fixed fee. 
Metro Transit’s light rail connects the airport directly to Downtown. 

• Meydenbauer Center in Bellevue is located next to I-405 and is within easy 
walking distance to hotels and shopping. Meydenbauer Center is only available 
April 10-22 next spring.  

Code Sprint Location: 

• The University of Washington is located northeast of the Downtown area, and is 
directly accessible from Downtown by bus. A number of hotels are located nearby.  

Alternate Conference Site: 

• Hilton Seattle Airport & Conference Center is adjacent to the Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport. Shuttle service is available to and from the airport. Metro 
Transit’s light rail is conveniently located at the airport. 
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Hotel options 
The table below lists hotels, total rooms, and prices per night. Price estimates were based 
on the likely dates for the conference, which are mid-Spring (with dates that include a 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday). These hotels were chosen due to their proximity to the 
potential event venues, and are meant to be a representative sample of the larger number 
of hotels in the area. The prices do not reflect any potential group/event discounts that 
will be researched at a later date. 

The following hotels are within a half-mile from the proposed conference sites. Their 
price ranges are: 

Seattle Hotels (Bell Harbor) 
 

Name Rooms Price 

Belltown Inn 174 $99 

Seattle Marriott Waterfront 358 $209 

The Edgewater Hotel 223 $234 

Warwick Seattle Hotel 230 $196 

 

Bellevue Hotels (Meydenbauer Center) 
 

Name Rooms Price 

Courtyard by Marriott, Downtown Bellevue 243 $129 

Westin Bellevue Hotel 337 $253 

Hyatt Regency Bellevue 732 $179 

Silver Cloud Inn Bellevue 98 $156 

Coast Bellevue Hotel 176 $107 
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Proposed budget 
The budget is based on two first-class conference centers. Bell Harbor is situated on 
Elliott Bay in Puget Sound. Meydenbauer Center is located in Bellevue. Other, less 
expensive options are available.   

 

Item People Bell Harbor 

Estimate 

Meydenbauer 

Estimate 

Paid Attendance 600 $48,000 $48,000 

Sponsorships 
 

$65,000 $65,000 

Total Revenue 
 

$113,000 $113,000 
    

Meeting Room Rental 
 

$6,000 $7,490 

A/V 
 

$20,729 $31,000* 

Food and Beverage 650 $56,184 $71,104 

Total Expense 
 

$82,913 $99,594 
    

Net Income (Loss) 
 

$30,087 $13,406 

*Includes $10,000 for wireless internet. No charge at Bell Harbor
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Entertainment 
There is a reason why Seattle ranks as the 2nd “Coolest” city in the US by Forbes 
magazine for 2014.7 The city is a vibrant combination of breathtaking natural beauty and 
urban landscape where the future is being shaped. The Emerald City, as it is known, is 
surrounded by the majestic Olympic and Cascade mountain ranges, the iconic Mount 
Rainier, and the beautiful Puget Sound and Lake Washington.8 Seattle is an 
environmentally and socially conscious city that also thrives in pushing boundaries in 
technologies and ideas with its large tech and biotech industries. Visitors will find the 
city relaxed with plenty to do and see—as well as taste! Seattle is a foodie town blessed 
with abundant fresh seafood and produce as well as rich ethnic diversity. Trying all the 
hot eateries is made easy through public transit.9 

Downtown Seattle is a mosaic of the old and modern. The newest addition to the city’s 
skyline, the Seattle Great Wheel, complements historic landmark attractions such as Pike 
Place Market, the Space Needle, and Pioneer Square historic district—home of many 
contemporary art galleries. For the sports fans among us, the Mariners baseball and 
Sounders soccer teams’ home stadiums are just south of Pioneer Square, walkable from 
downtown and at the hub of Seattle’s mass transit options: light rail, commuter rail, bus, 
and the brand new Capitol Hill line of the Seattle Streetcar. The Seattle Center, a quick 
Monorail ride from downtown Seattle, boasts the Experience Music Project and Sci-Fi 
Museums, brand new Chihuly Garden and Glass, and the iconic Space Needle, the city’s 
most recognizable landmark and relic of the 1962 World’s Fair. 

For those who want a nature fix after the nightlife and urban amenities in the heart of the 
city, Seattle offers a variety of local and regional parks with urban and natural trails that 
weave through the city and beyond with spectacular views of the city, Puget Sound, lakes, 
and Olympic and Cascades mountain ranges including majestic Mount Rainier just 60 
miles away. 

 
• Mariners MLB 
• Storm WNBA 
• Sounders FC MLS 
• Pike Place Market 
• Microbreweries 
• Gates Foundation 
• University of Washington Campus 
• Center for Wooden Boats 
• Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) 
• Olympic Sculpture Park 
• Seattle Art Museum (SAM) 
• Seattle Asian Art Museum (SAAM) 
• Chinatown/International District 
• Seattle Center: Space Needle/EMP/Chihuly Garden of Glass/Cultural Festivals 
• Mount Rainier National Park 
• Tacoma Glass Museum 
• Ferries to Victoria BC, Bainbridge Island, and other port towns 
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• Boating: Sailing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Stand-up paddleboarding 
• Hikes/walks 
• Biking/Mountain Biking 
• City Tours: By bus, Cruises, or Segways 
• Microsoft Campus visit 
• Museum of Flight 
• Independent Films/SIFF 
• Arboretum, Discovery Park, Woodland Park, Green Lake, Myrtle Edwards Park 
• Ride the Duck tours 
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