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CHAPTER TWO

About this eBook 

About this eBook 




Anything is this eBook that is underlined, is a web link.




You will see that each Scripture passage has three options for your Club talk or Campaigner lesson.  Each are underlined and are links to read online. 


  	NIV

  	NLT

  	The Message 






Media - Most media you can can use either has a download link or a viewing link. 


























PART ONE

About Young Life Club Talks 


























CHAPTER THREE

Club Talk Year Long Sequence

Each semester we take kids through the process of the gospel (God’s amazing love story to us).  The format for these talks comes out of a book called Basic Christianity by Stout.  It is this simple yet complex journey that Jesus Christ invites us into.  Semester club talk sequence in Young Life:




1. Who is God and does God exist? - God has created in you a desire to know Him. If God is who He said He is, isn’t He worth checking out?    If God is who He said He is, what does He think of your existence?  If God is who He said He is, what does He want to tell you?  We are put here to truly live life.  Look around to see the presence of God. This semester learn about the God of the universe, this Jesus guy, and living…




2. Jesus as Fully God - Jesus is God.  God made Himself known by sending Jesus to earth.  Don’t be misled.  Jesus claimed to be God and the Bible says that He was.  He has all the power of God and walked and lived among us as God on earth.  God isn’t this mysterious far away thing, He is close and knowable by looking at the person of Jesus.




3. Jesus as Fully Man - Jesus experienced life fully on earth.  God knows what it is to be one of us.  Jesus offers hope that humanity can know God, because God knows humanity.  




4. Person of Christ Talk(s) - Jesus, being both 100% GOD and 100% MAN, did amazing things.  It is not only about the amazing things he did, but also how do those apply to us here today!  Jesus has power over nature, life and death, and the spiritual world.  How does He have power in our own lives?  Jesus did these things.  Can you believe that He did these things?  Can your high school or middle school friends believe that Jesus did these things?




5. Need Talk - We all ask a basic question in life, “Is there something more to life?”  Create an atmosphere in this talk where you create an explanation that we all have a need for Jesus.  And it is only this need that can be satisfied by Jesus.  The need we have for more in life can only be quenched through Jesus Christ!




6. Sin Talk - We all have a sin condition in our lives.  Sin goes back to the choice of us humans choosing NOT to be obedient to God resulting in us being separated from God.  Although the sin condition is not visible itself, we see the consequences of sin in our own lives and the world around us.  Sin is a choice that we have already made.  Sin has created a broken relationship between us and God.  This relationship was perfect and broke with sin.  There is more to this story, so come back and hear it.




7. Cross Talk - We have a need for the abolishment of our sin.  The ONLY way in which we can be in perfect relationship with God is through Jesus’ death on the cross for our sin.  Jesus died for us individually and for all of humanity.  Jesus died one deed for all humanity.  Jesus’ death on the cross showed us He was NOT a victim, He was a volunteer.  Just like Jesus death on the cross, He is choosing you to see the simplicity and the complexity of the cross.




8. Appropriation Talk - Jesus is asking us to follow Him.  We are asked to step out in faith and trust Him as our Savior; in acknowledgment that we are sinners, which can only be forgiven by His death on the cross and that only God could raise Jesus from death through the resurrection.  We have opportunity to be in relationship with Jesus.  He asks us to do three things; admit that we are sinners, believe that Jesus died on the cross for our sins and He wants us to commit our lives over to Him.  The ball is in your court and what decision will you make after hearing this?





























CHAPTER FOUR

How to prepare a Young Life club talk

We have had the honor, privilege and high calling of making Jesus and His gospel of love and life known to kids for more than 70 years in Young Life. The following is what characterizes Young Life talks.




We pray — we pray a lot — before, during, and after, knowing that:


  	When hearts turn to Christ it is the Father’s doing (John 6:44, 65).

  	 It is the Holy Spirit who brings any power (1 Corinthians 2:1-5).

  	 It is the Holy Spirit who convicts hearts … we only “set the table” for Him to move (John 16:8-11).






We proclaim the Person of Jesus in every message (John 3:14-15). 

“We affirm that Young Life is, and always has been, a Christ-centered mission. As our founder, Jim Rayburn, said, ‘Jesus is not just what Young Life is all about. Jesus is all that Young Life is about.’ We talk about Jesus knowing that most kids do not have a clear picture of His character, His personality, His power, His love. A great distinctive in Young Life is how we share the Gospel narratives with our young friends. We help them see this amazing person who cares so much about them. Jesus comes alive for them as we present Him in Gospel accounts.” 

From Young Life’s Proclamation Paper




We always open and read the Bible.


  	We know God’s Word carries more weight than our human words (Hebrews 4:12; Isaiah 55:11).

  	We demonstrate that the Gospel is based on, and springs from, the Scripture.






We bring the Scripture to life, particularly Jesus’ miracles and words.


  	This takes a lot of time for us, abiding in the Scripture and preparing.

  	We have fun with this.

  	Kids are then able to enter into a Jesus event, to live it/feel it as if they were there.






We rely on story-telling.


  	We are rabbi-like in this way.

  	We are like Jesus, using a parable/illustration (Mark 4:34) to bring alive whatever point we are trying to communicate.






We weave in our own testimony — our experience of Jesus and of life — into each talk.


  	We connect with our talk; the talk is not outside of us.






We love humor.


  	Laughter disarms resistance, is fun, and opens hearts to listen.

  	Our humor is never “put downs” or “off color” or “bathroom-like.”






We uphold a profound respect for a kid’s choice and what is believed. 


  	There is no “finger-pointing”: We say “we” and “us,” not “you.”

  	There is no pressure or cornering with an argument.

  	We do not assume anything about kids, in terms of their understanding. We don’t use religious jargon, but our perspective is that kids owe it to themselves to consider the gospel.

  	We respect God’s work and His timing with a person. God is involved with kids long before we come to know them, and long after we have no more contact with them.






We invite kids into a relationship/ friendship with Jesus Christ.


  	He is the starting point (Creator and Incarnation), middle point (our Redeemer) taking on our sin on the cross, and ending point (He’s the object of our faith — the One in whom we entrust our lives) of our gospel.

  	* “If kids knew how wonderful the Savior is, they’d fall in love with Him.” - George Scheffer, Young Life staff from the 1950s-1970s.




  	Jesus reveals/explains God’s heart — Who God is (John 1:1-4, 14, 18).

  	Jesus shows us life to the full (John 10:10).

  	Jesus enters into our lives, knowing and bearing its pain and chaos (Hebrews 2:18 and 4:15-16).

  	Jesus is who we invite into our hearts and who we live “with” the rest of our days and for eternity (Colossians 1:27).

  	“First, we must stick to presenting Jesus Christ. There are all kinds of secondary things we could get involved in, but they aren’t Young Life’s business. We are not to ‘major in minors,’ but in the one all-important essential: that Jesus Christ is our greatest need, and that He’s all we need.”  - Jim Rayburn, quoted from Young Life’s Proclamation Paper.




























CHAPTER FIVE

The Art of Story Telling

We all have a desire to tell our own story.  Jesus taught the people around Him by telling stories to help them and us what the kingdom of God is all about.  You don’t have to be the greatest story teller in the world to be a great speaker at Young Life club, just share what God has placed in your own heart to share with your friends.  The Holy Spirit leads us and guides us to share what God has planned to share.


























CHAPTER SIX

Three Elements of Young Life Club Talks

Our Story.  




The best tool that God has given us to share about the love of Jesus Christ is our own story of following Christ.  We are able to share stories from our own lives to help relate the stories of scripture to kids.  God does something in our own hearts and minds when we share how He has shaped us.




Their Story.  




We relate to them on their level in their own lives.  We do not talk down to kids, we treat them like our peers and share in their story.  To relate to them in their world we use culture materials of video and music.




God’s Story.  




We open the Bible in front of kids.  There is something still special about opening a Bible in front of kids and reading out of it to tell His story.  The Bible tells us that people can not run from Him who have read His word.  We share His word in simple ways so that anyone can understand who Jesus is and was all about.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Young Life Club Talk - Delivery

How are you going to engage your audience from the start of your Club talk?




You need to have an interesting hook to engage kids into your Club talk.  If you start your Club talk flat, you might have a difficult task of keeping them engaged throughout your talk.  You don’t have to be the funniest person, but you can bring energy to the start of your Club talk.  If this is an area that you need help in, ask others to help you. 




Practice. Practice. Practice. 




If you are unprepared to deliver your Club talk, you will do a disservice to kids in your Young Life Club.  You are responsible for practicing your own Club talk.  If your notes were lost and you had to give your Club talk without them, could you?  The proper response would be to be so practiced for your Club talk, that you could do it without any notes.




Go over your Club talk with someone else.




Your Club talk, before you present it to kids, needs to be heard by someone else that will give you honest feedback.  You need to present it to an audience before you present it to your main audience.  The more you do your talk in a presentation mode the better you will be.  An experienced leader on your team or your team leader would be great people to hear your Club talk before it is presented to kids.




Know your Club Talk content like the back of your hand.




The better you know your Club talk content the more comfortable you will be in presenting it to kids.  The background, audience, apologetics and theology of the talk are important to know when presenting to kids.  Do research around the passage.  Find a great Bible commentary to use.  Ask questions if you don’t understand or know what is going on in the passage of scripture. 




Visualize your talk.




Picture the room, the kids in the audience, other leaders in the room, the smell and feel of the room, etc; then go through your talk in your mind or out loud with your eyes closed visualizing all these things.  Think through how you want different parts of your talk to come across to kids.




Use voice inflection to control the room. 




Kids will get distracted by the simplest things.  You can use inflection in your voice to talk loudly over the crowd or become soft to let the crowd lean in to hear.  If you only use the same tone and volume of your voice during your Club talk, you miss out presenting the most important things.  Your point(s) can come across better to kids, the more you use inflection in your vioce during a Club talk.




Know what your one thing is.




You want kids to know the one thing you are trying to communicate in your Club talk to them.  If a kid goes home after Club and a parent asks them, “What did you talk about at Young Life”, you want them to share your one thing you communicated in your Club talk.  Also, weave your one thing throughout your talk.  The more times you can hit on it the better your Club talk will be.  Also, you can use your one thing statement to be the transitions in your Club talk from part to part.




Deliver your Club talk with Joy. 




I have seen too many Club talks given without joy.  We are a new creation because of Jesus.  We should have a sense of joy each time we talk about our amazing Saviour and what He has done in our lives.  He is worthy to be discussed with passion and joy in our voices. 




Make sure the tech works.




If you are using a video clip or a song to highlight or draw the audience in to your talk, make sure it works.  Have the sound person run it before Club to know all is good.  You don’t want a critical part of your talk to not be presented well or at all if it is not working. 


























CHAPTER EIGHT

Gospel Synopsis

When preparing an excellent Young Life Club talk, it is important to know the background of the scripture passage you are presenting.  




Knowing the author of the Gospel and to what audience they are presenting it to, will help you deliver a better Young Life Club talk.




Matthew


  	Audience - Jews

  	Author - Tax collector and apostle. Also known as “Levi.”

  	Date Written - 37-68 A.D.  Probably written after Mark.

  	Depiction of Jesus - King of the Jews

  	Key Words - Kingdom, Fulfill

  	Key Verse - Matthew 27:37

  	Characteristics - Evidence to prove Jesus was the promised Messiah.






Mark


  	Audience - Romans

  	Author - Missionary with Barnabus and Paul. Called a son by Peter.  Date Written - 40-65 A.D. Probably the 1st gospel written.

  	Depiction of Jesus - Powerful Servant of God

  	Key Words - Immediately, Authority

  	Key Verse - Mark 10:45

  	Characteristics - Fast paced and visual.






Luke


  	Audience - Greeks

  	Author - Greek doctor who travelled with Paul. Wrote Acts as sequel

  	Date Written - 59-61 A.D. Probably written after Mark and Matthew. (Luke 1:1-3)

  	Depiction of Jesus - Perfect Savior of Man

  	Key Words - Son of Man

  	Key Verse - Luke 19:10

  	Characteristics - Careful and historical.






John


  	Audience - Gentile Christians

  	Author - Fisherman, apostle, and elder. Wrote 5 NT books. Died at an old age.

  	Date Written - 80-98 A.D. The last gospel written.

  	Depiction of Jesus - Son of God

  	Key Words - Believe, Life, World, Father, Son

  	Key Verse - John 3:16

  	Characteristics - The gospel of belief.




























CHAPTER NINE

Why these Scripture translations?

There are hundreds of different versions of Scripture available to use in Young Life ministry with kids.  Most people have a preference of what Scripture translation they prefer.  For many of us, our favorite Scripture translation is the translation we first started reading.  This is what we hold close to our hearts.  These Bibles are highlighted, written in and held as sacred.




Relating Scripture to kids.  As Young Life leaders we have a mission to present the person of Jesus Christ the best way we can.  This might mean that you need to use a different translation of the Bible than you normally use.  You need to think in terms of what kids will hear, not what you are comfortable with naturally. 




In an effort to connect Scripture to kids, in the best way we know how, we have landed on these three Scripture translations.  Are they the right fit for everyone, certainly not.  But after many hours of getting the right Scripture translations for kids to hear, read and understand; I feel these are the best options for Young Life kids.  Use what you are comfortable with and what related the story of Jesus to kids the best.




NIV (New International Version)




The NIV version of the Bible is the most commonly used version of the Bible.  The NIV has been updated as recently as 2011.  The NIV has a rich history of translation and has been translated into over 100 different languages.  The NIV is also the Bible translation we give to kids at Young Life camp.  For many kids this is their first Bible.  This translation will transform their lives.




NLT (New Living Translation)




The goal of any Bible translation is to convey the meaning of the ancient Hebrew and Greek texts as accurately as possible to the modern reader. The New Living Translation is based on the most recent scholarship in the theory of translation. The challenge for the translators was to create a text that would make the same impact in the life of modern readers that the original text had for the original readers. In the New Living Translation, this is accomplished by translating entire thoughts (rather than just words) into natural, everyday English. The end result is a translation that is easy to read and understand and that accurately communicates the meaning of the original text.




The Message 




The Message is a translation from the ancient Greek in common day language.  Some consider it as a paraphrase of the Bible.  The intent of Eugene Peterson is that this would be a Bible translation in modern day language.  He originally translated it so people could easily read and understand it for themselves.  Is this not what we are doing with Young Life kids? 





























CHAPTER TEN

Tips & Tricks for leaders giving their first Young Life Club talks.

Giving your first Young Life Club talk can be a scary thing.  I have seen people giving their first Young Life Club talk be excellent or be bad.  But, if you follow the steps below, you can have the confidence to deliver your first Club talk in an excellent way.




Go back to the basics.




Review why we give Young Life Club talks.  Ask your team leader or Young Life staff person to go over that with you again or look through your leader training materials.  Knowing the why behind Young Life Club talks will help you in your preparation and delivery to give an excellent Club talk.




Do you know kids?




If you don’t know kids in Club, don’t give your Club talk.  Instead, spend time in building relationships with kids.  It is much easier to give a Young Life Club talk, especially for your first Club talk, to a room of kids that you know.  We are relational, not event driven.  Make sure you know kids and they know you before you give your first Young Life Club talk.




Prayer. Prayer. Prayer.




This can’t be over stated enough.  Spend a lot of time praying about your talk and see where Jesus leads you in the Scripture passage, personal story and cultural references.  Spending some good time listening to Jesus move around your talk, will give you the confidence to do an excellent job.




Get others to pray for you at the time of your Club talk.




It will give you confidence to know that a certain number of family and friends are praying for you during your first Young Life Club talk.  Remind them of the exact day and time you will be giving your talk.  Ask them to pray for specific things during the time of your Club talk.




Prepare well.




If someone took the notes out of your hand before you gave your first Club talk, could you do it from memory?  This is the level of preparation you should have for all of your Club talks, not just the first one.




Be yourself.




Don’t try to be someone else when giving your talk.  Don’t make up a story or steal a story from someone else’s life.  God created you uniquely in His image and has a plan for you in your Club talk.  If you try to be someone else, you miss out on kids connecting with the real you.




Go over it with other leaders and get feedback.




It is important for other leaders to hear your Club talk before kids hear it.  Make sure the person that you are giving it to, before you give it to kids, has given many Club talks before and can help you with your delivery and any theological issues you might have in your Club talk.




Steal concepts from great communicators.




Study, watch and listen to other great communicators about their approach and delivery.  Some of my favorites are: Andy Stanley, Judah Smith & Craig Groeschel.  You might have others.  See how they use illustrations, voice inflection, movement, etc to engage their audience.  Use some of their best delivery styles integrated with your style.




Practice your delivery.




The more you go over your Club talk, the more you know it and the better it will be delivered.  Go over your Club talk with another leader or your staff person.  Practice in the mirror or in your Club room.




Prepare early.  Leave room for the Holy Spirit to move.




If you are overly prepared early, you make room for the Holy Sprit to move.  If you are rushing to complete your talk right before you give it, you will miss out on this key step.  This is where the gems of your Young Life Club talk comes from.  This is where we see Jesus move in big ways.


























PART TWO

Fall Semester Club Talks & Campaigner Lessons 


























CHAPTER ELEVEN

Fall 2014 - Intro 

The Young Life Club talks for the fall semester have been carefully thought out and put together to achieve one common feel.  Each talk has it’s own identity, but put together with the other talks, we see the whole picture of God’s redemptive story.  




The semester starts with the story of creation.  It is vitally important to discuss Jesus at the creation story and how the creation story sets the other stories for the semester.  




The person of Christ talks explore the temptation of Jesus, Jesus cleansing the temple, and Jesus healing a paralytic.  It is in these talks that we get to see the character of Jesus, Jesus love for humanity and how He is both man and God.  




Kids often feel let down by other’s in their lives.  This is where this well constructed Sin/Need talk takes center stage.  The talk centers around Peter and the other disciples falling asleep in the garden.  It is sin that separates us from Jesus.  Peter and the other disciples distraction is a cause of their sin nature.  




The cross and resurrection talk are classic scriptures for these themed talks.  They explore the basics of the cross and resurrection.  These talks are the hope that we give to kids.  These talks show a God who loves us no matter our view of Him.




Jesus gives all of us the opportunity to follow Him.  Many of us think we need to keep the rules to salvation.  Jesus asks a man who would be a “good person” in any culture, to give away the things that distract him, and to follow Jesus.  Jesus asks us to do the same.




The parable of the sower is a classic scripture in Young Life Club talks.  It helps kids know where they are at in their response to Jesus.  It helps kids identify their spiritual ideals and depth. 


























CHAPTER TWELVE

Who is God? Why did God Create?

About this talk:




Our culture tells different stories on why and how the world was created.  Kids hear many different stories around the creation of the world.  From their parents, families, friends, school and culture; they have different views.  




A huge stepping stone of figuring out Jesus and his viability (in worth of following Him), is seeing Jesus in the beginning of creation.  It is in this place that shapes who Jesus is as the messiah.  If we are asking kids into relationship with Jesus then, we need to start with creation.




Scripture 


  	Acts 17:24-28a (NIV, NLT, The Message)

  	Genesis 5:1-2 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




In Acts, Luke is recording Paul’s speech to the Romans.  The Romans believed that their Greek gods were the ones to create the world.  But, Paul is identifying that there can only be one creator of the world.  Paul is also addressing that God does not need man, but man needs God.  In verse 26, Paul is referring to Jacob, who God promised more ancestors than the grains of sand.




Say Paul speaks, it is easy to imagine him gesturing toward the magnificent temple, the Parthenon, that stood just above him and his hearers on the acropolis. Paul was claiming that the true God of heaven and earth does not live in temples like the Parthenon and is not served by the sacrifices which the Athenians regularly brought to their temples.




In Genesis, Moses recaps the creation of man found in Genesis 2.  We are created in the likeness of God.  In this likeness we are not God, but don’t share the same deity of God.  Because we are created in God’s image, we are worthy of respect and honor.




So God created mankind in his own image,

    in the image of God he created them;

    male and female he created them. - Genesis 1:27 NIV




Thoughts on this passage:




God has a perfect plan for us.  His desire is for our world to be one family.  He is God the designer.  God who made the world and everything in it, including mankind. He identifies this one true God as superior to all the lesser and competing deities.  




God differentiates himself by being the creator.  Only a true God can create the world and us as humans.  Beauty is found in God’s creation.  The beauty in God’s creation was spoken into being. 




There is a God to find, and he is not hard to find, having revealed himself to us through His story.  Creation starts his story with the world and humankind.  It is this story that our story intersects with.  




Setting the Scene: 




There are so many theories and questions around how the world was created.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe that God created us.  This is the ONLY way in which we become into existence.  Kids have been fed many different theories on how we ended up in this world at this time.  It is important for us to acknowledge these theories and to explain why we believe that God created the world.  




God created us in His image because He loves us and wants to have a relationship with us.  The very being of God is Love.  He knows no other way.




Points you can make:


  	God spoke creation into being.  God has that kind of power.  God carefully crafted the world into being.  God loves His creation.  It is important to Him.  We have a responsibility to take care of it. 

  	God created the world, because He had a plan for us.  God is not lonely.  He did not create man for companionship.  He created man because He is a God of love and redemption. 

  	God wants us to seek Him out and reach out to Him.  This is one of the reasons He created us.  We are created in God’s likeness.  God’s DNA thumb print is on each of us. 

  	God cares about the world He created.  If the world is important to God, it should be important to us.  We should love, appreciate, and value the world in the way God created it. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	In what ways do you see beauty in our world?  What makes things beautiful to you?

  	What do you believe about how the world was created?  Do you think it was by chance or by a creator?

  	Do you think that God is the creator of the world?  If yes, how do you see His creation?  If no, why don’t you believe that God is the creator?

  	If God created the world, then did He create us as well?  How purposeful was He in creating us?

  	How does God show that He cares for us in creation?  What examples do you have to back up what you see? 

  	Is there a relationship between how God created the world and how He created us?  If so, what is the link?

  	How does it make you feel that you have God’s thumb print?






Media you can use:




The following is a Clip from the TV show “Planet Earth” on the BBC.  




[image: Image]




Link to the clip - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74mhQyuyELQ 




Illustration - Have two different clocks.  Take one completely apart to it’s individual pieces.  Put the clock pieces in a box with a lid on it.  Have the other clock out in the open.  Bring a kid up front.  Have them look in the box and tell the audience what is inside.  Ask them, how do you get the clock in the box to look like the clock in your hand.  Ask them to put the lid on and shake the box, is the clock back together?




This is a direct reflection of our world and how it was created.  It takes someone to put all the pieces of the clock in the right places to make the clock work.  Shaking the box does not put the clock back together (Big Bang theory).  Like the clock, our world can only exist if it was put together by God.




What’s Next??




Next week we will discuss Jesus healing the paralytic.  In this story, friends of a paralyzed man tear open the roof and let down their friend.  Jesus asks him, the audience there that day and us an important question.  “Is it easier to heal a man or forgive sins?”  Jesus’ actions show He truly is God in the flesh. 


























CHAPTER THIRTEEN

The Temptation of Jesus

About this Talk:




This talk is important.  It is important for kids to see Jesus tempted just as we are tempted.  This shows a tangible and human side of Jesus and who He is.  But, He is also God.  Although the temptation Jesus faced is real, He did not give in (as we would) to the temptation Satan presented to Jesus. 




The battle Jesus has in his temptation is both a physical battle and a spiritual battle.




Scripture:


  	Luke 4:1-13 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




Jesus enters the desert after being anointed by the Holy Spirit in Luke 3:22.  This is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  The human aspect of Jesus knows what temptation is, but the full God side of Jesus would not let the human side win.




To prepare for His three year public ministry, Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness without food. Fasting is a spiritual discipline that focuses the mind and soul on God.  While spending time with God in the desert, Satan tempts Jesus with lies trying to make him disobey the commandments of God.  If Jesus were to disobey and sin, He would not be perfect and His death on the cross would not fulfill the sacrifice for the world’s sins.  Instead, Jesus fights temptation by quoting scripture and revealing God’s eternal truth to Satan.

Setting the Scene:




The symbolism of Moses and the Israelites being in the desert for 40 years represents the 40 days Jesus is in the wilderness.  Like the Israelites, Jesus was in the wilderness without food and water.  Jesus is tempted in the wilderness; the Israelites were tempted to leave their relationship with God.




We can relate to Jesus because of the temptation He endured.  This makes Jesus human to most people.  The lack of food and water for 40 days and nights, puts Jesus in a compromising situation.  Jesus’ divinity takes over in His temptation, allowing Jesus to resist the temptation in front of him. 




The three temptations that Jesus endured are:


  	Food (verse 3) and response is from (in verse 4) Deuteronomy 8:2 - “Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.”

  	Creating a large following (verses 5 & 6) and response is from Deuteronomy 6:16 - “Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah.”

  	Power (verses 8 & 9) and response is from Deuteronomy 6:13 - “Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name.”






In verse 11, it says the angels came attended to Jesus.  The pain and suffering He just went through most likely brought him to the brink of death.  God was protecting Jesus.  God was looking out for Jesus.  This shows us the love and compassion God has for His son Jesus.




How This Relates To Kids: 




Our sinful nature gives way to temptation on a daily basis.  Everyone has their struggles and are more prone to sin in certain areas of life. But in order to fight any temptation, Christians must know the Word of God and live out its truths. Gratifying the Holy Spirit and praying diligently aids in this process. 




Points you can make:





  	The temptation of this is real.  This is not a fictional story.  Jesus is in a desert and is tempted by Satan.  Satan is real.  Jesus and Satan have a battle, which Jesus prevails from the temptation Satan presents to Him. 

  	Temptations:
  
    	#1 - 40 days without food and the first temptation is about food.  Food is needed to sustain us.  It is our most basic need and desire.  It is not lasting.  Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35) and He is the only sustaining thing. 

    	#2 - Satan tempts Jesus with the popularity and following.  We all want followers.  Satan tempts Jesus with a false kingdom.  This kingdom is the lasting kingdom that Jesus has to offer.

    	#3 - We all have a strong desire for power.  Power gives us control and influence over others.  Jesus third temptation is power.  Does Satan know that Jesus has power in all circumstance, yes, but Satan wants Jesus to give up His power to use Satan’s power. 

  







Campaigner Questions:





  	How do you act when you crave your favorite food?  How would you react to spending 40 days in the desert with no food? What is the purpose of Jesus doing this?

  	Why does the Devil tempt Jesus? How does Jesus respond to temptation?  How are you tempted on a daily basis to disobey the commandments of God?

  	What are the three temptations that Jesus encountered?  Have you experienced similar temptations Jesus experienced in this story? 

  	What are the three things Satan uses to tempt Jesus and what was Jesus’ response to each temptation?  How are they different and are any of them the same? 

  	In what ways have you been tempted in the past?  What ways did you deal with this temptation?  Did you ask Jesus to help with your temptation? 

  	Jesus being tempted by Satan shows that He is human.  Jesus not giving into His temptation proves He is God.  How do you see both Jesus’ humanity and divinity in the stories of the gospel? 






Media To Use:

[image: Image]





  	Media: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-6a25Yo2wE.  40 day cartoon but might need to speed it up or shown a potion of it.  






What’s Next??




In the next talk we will see Jesus overturning the tables in the temple.  Jesus’ response is out of reverence to God.  The temple was supposed to be a Holy place.  But, the Jews had turned it into a place of commerce.  


























CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

About this talk:




Jesus turns over tables in the temple.  The temple is a place of holiness and reverence for God.  It is a place that Jews would go to worship God.  The missuse of the temple would have made not only Jesus angry, but other Jews as well. 




Jesus shows us a side of who He is that is generally outside of our normal view of Him in this story.




Scripture:


  	Mark 11:15-19 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




In Jesus’ day the temple is a place where Jews go to pray three times a day to pray.  It was also a place where sacrifices were made to God for the redemption of their sins.  The temple was a place that Jews would travel hundreds of miles to come and see just one time in their lives.  The fact the temple had money changers and people selling animals, would have gone against the culture for the Jews and how they viewed the temple. 




Setting the Scene:




Worshipers of God at this time were required to make sacrifices using animals.  The issue in this passage is that inside the temple it was similar to a flea market with people buying and selling animals for sacrifices and exchanging money.  Worship was supposed to take place, but how could it with all the ruckus going on in the background.  Allowing people to purchase animals to sacrifice did help people out in a way, but those selling animals charged unfair rates and the money changers did the same.  Not only was Jesus upset that worship was difficult in this setting due to distractions, but unfair practices were taking place as well.  Jesus also shows us that sin bothers Him and that it will not be tolerated, especially in the Temple of God.  The chief priests did not appreciate Jesus interrupting the way the temple was working because the chief priests profited from the exchange of money and goods.  Towards the end of the passage the chief priests and teachers of the law attempt to figure out a way to kill Jesus.




How This Relates To Kids: 




In the same way people at this time were distracted as they tried to worship due to what was going on around them.  Kids today are distracted too.  Kids are distracted due to numerous influences going on around them.  Examples are social networks, cell phones, friends, sports, as well as many others.  Some distractions appear to be good activities or things, but when they take away kids opportunities to worship the one true God it becomes an issue.  This is the beauty of taking kids to Young Life camp in the summer.  Distractions are taken away and kids get to hear the Gospel in a setting that is pure and holy.  If we can help kids notice and navigate around the things in their lives that are distracting them, then they can see a true picture of who Jesus is and His desire for their lives.




Points you can make:





  	We all have holy things and places in our lives.  What is a holy place or thing for you and what is a holy thing or place for kids?  What makes that special?

  	Jesus had been in the temple many times, prior to this encounter.  What sets Jesus off on His rampage this time?  He can’t take this blatant disobedience of God and His temple anymore. 

  	Does Jesus’ reaction mean that He sinned?  No, Jesus is man and God.  His reaction is a righteous anger.  He is protecting a holy place of God.  If it was a different location or a different circumstance, it possibly could be. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	Do you know someone that reacted in a way to a situation that seemed out of character for them?  Describe the person and the situation.  What seemed out of character for this person? 

  	Have you ever been in a situation where someone walked into the room you are in and became very upset?  If so, what was it like and what did this person do?

  	What are things in your life or our lives as Americans that distract us from worshiping God?

  	What is your reaction to how Jesus reacted to this situation?  Does it surprise you how upset he got?  Do you think his reaction is appropriate and called for?

  	What point do you think Jesus is trying to make as he clears the temple and does what he does?

  	What is one distraction that you think you need to get rid, of or change, that is preventing you from seeking out Jesus in way that is not distracted?






Media To Use:

[image: Image]


  	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJHAWUDd0JE  (longer clip)

  	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufq7srkz1sc  (short clip) 






What’s Next??




In next weeks talk we see Jesus asking His followers which is easier, “to forgive sin or heal someone.”  Jesus response to the question creates intrigue for His followers and for us. 


























CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Jesus Heals the Paralytic 

About this talk:




This is a classic scripture passage Young Life leaders have been using in club talks for over seventy years.  Friends of a paralyzed man carry him up on a roof, cut a hole in it and lower this man down on his mat to get him in front of Jesus.  




Scripture:


  	Mark 2:1-12 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




Jesus would often speak to groups of people in people’s homes.  This type of home would have been able to fit 50 people maximum inside.  Many people are in the house and outside the house listening in to what Jesus is saying. 




This is early in Jesus’ ministry.  Many of the people in the room would have been friends and family of Jesus this early in His ministry.  Capernaum was considered an area near where Jesus grew up.  It is a place of familiarity to Him.  It is a place He would be comfortable and people He would be comfortable around. 




Setting the Scene:




Jesus has created a new home in the region called Capernaum.  This becomes Jesus’ main area for ministry from here on out.




The house is packed and Jesus is teaching.  The roof would have been flat.  It would have been made up of branches and sticks, with a combination of clay.  Debris would have been falling on Jesus and/or the crowd inside the house and these men are cutting a whole in the roof. 




Four men, best friends of the paralytic bring him to the house on a mat.  They have heard of the things Jesus has done and are hoping that Jesus will do the same for their friend.




When they arrive, there is no room for them in the house.  Desperate to get their friend at the feet of Jesus, they dig a hole through the roof of the house and lower the man down on his mat.  The roof consisted of branches or sticks, combined with clay, and Luke adds the detail that this roof also had clay “tiles”, which were used on some houses at that time.




I can only imagine that the paralytic is confused when Jesus doesn’t heal the man right away.  Jesus always uses the situation to teach, even if we are confused by the process.




Which is easier? This is the main question raised in this passage.  On the surface, of course, it is easier to say the words, “Your sins are forgiven,” because that is something invisible and impossible to disprove. But it is harder to say, “take up your bed and walk” because, if the man does not get up, the one who said the words will be shown to have no authority to heal. On a deeper level, however, it is harder to forgive sins, because only God can forgive sins—at the cost of Christ's death on the cross. The logic here is that, since Jesus can do the visible miracle (heal the paralytic), this is evidence that he also has the power to do the invisible miracle (forgive sins).




Jesus' healing of the paralytic verifies that he also has divine authority … to forgive sins.




How This Relates To Kids:




Friendships are a key thing in our lives and in the lives of kids.  We base much of our lives around the pursuing of them including our time, energy and money.  Jesus often does things that are out of what we think He might do.  He is never going to be put in a box for our concept of what that looks like.

The friends, the paralytic and the crowd are all expecting Jesus to do one thing and then He does something completely different.  Although this is not the theme of the passage, it is a great basis to begin your talk on.




The main theme is “Which is Easier?”  Jesus being fully God is the only one to forgive sin.  Jesus healing of the man verifies that He is God, because God alone can heal someone and forgive their sins at the same time.




Points you can make:


  	True friendship looks admirable and loving.  The friends of the paralytic take him to see Jesus.  It is so important to these friends that the paralytic sees Jesus, they make a hole in the roof to let their friend down in front of Jesus’ feet.  Their determination shows how important an encounter with Jesus is.  They will do anything to put their friend in front of Jesus.  Would you do the same?

  	Jesus’ response to the paralyzed man is not one an of the people in the story were expecting.  Healing is the thing these people were looking for from Jesus, not forgiveness of sin.

  	Jesus asks a question that feels like it has any impossible answer, “which is more important, the forgiveness of sin or healing?”  Jesus knows what our human side would say, healing of course.  But, forgiveness of sin is so much more important than healing.  It creates an eternal place for us if we choose to take it.

  	Jesus talks about forgiveness in a way only a God figure can talk about forgiveness.  The religious leaders and teachers in the room that night, would not know what to do with Jesus’ response to sin and forgiveness.  His response is one only God can do.

  	Jesus heals the man.  This man walks away from Jesus completely healed.  The people were amazed.  The men who lowered their friend down, got the outcome they were looking for, but in everyone’s minds they were thinking - “is this man Jesus really the son of God?” 






Campaigner Questions:


  	When has been a time you have seen “true friendship” in your life or in the life of someone else?  If so, who are the people and what is the scene?  What is true friendship to you and how would you define it?

  	How do you think the paralytic (man on the mat) reacted to his friends bringing him to Jesus?  What was the paralytic looking for from Jesus and what is his reaction?  What do you think the people in the house that day were thinking about this man being lowered down on a mat in front of Jesus? 

  	When Jesus begins talking about sin, what do you think the paralytic is thinking?  And why?

  	What does it mean that Jesus heals this man?  What does it tell us about who Jesus is?  What do you think this man was thinking after being healed by Jesus?






Media To Use:







What’s Next??




Next week’s talk we will explore Peter and the disciples as they fall asleep in the garden.  Jesus asks the disciples to pray for Him in one of His greatest times of need.  Peter and the disciples are not able to stay awake.  We will explore Jesus’ reaction and the outcome. 


























CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Peter Falls Asleep - Need/Sin Talk 

About this talk:




Jesus asks us to do many things.  Many things we do and many things we don’t do.  Jesus asks His disciples to stay awake and pray for Him.  Their failure is a direct effect of their sin nature. 




Scripture:


  	Mark 14:32-41 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




Jesus and His disciples had just eaten what we call the Last Super together.  The Last Super was celebrated on the Passover.  The Passover, was a celebration of God’s love and security for the Jewish people.  Jesus takes a sacred Jewish holiday and transforms it into a time we will remember Jesus’ sacrifice for us for all eternity. 




It is in this meal Jesus talks about life after He is gone with His disciples.  There Jesus talks about Judas and the impending betrayal that will occur.  Jesus also talks about Peter’s denial of Jesus, that would take place the next day.  It is out of these significant moments and stories, Jesus and His disciples go to the garden to pray. 




Setting the Scene:




The story of Peter falling asleep despite Jesus’ request to stay awake relates to our own habits of ignoring Jesus, even if we don’t intend on directly disobeying. We were all called to do something, called to be for God, to live for Christ, and that’s the fulfilled life, but we aren’t being who we were called to be.




It’s obvious that when you know what right or wrong is, but sometimes we don’t care, and do things we know are wrong anyway, thinking it wont hurt anyone.  How often do you find yourself thinking, “I know I’m not supposed to but why does it matter?” Or even sometimes there are things we are supposed to do, that we let slip.  Like keeping up with Christ.  Are you giving Him attention?  He wants your attention constantly, and often we might only give him one day a week which is not enough for a relationship. 




This could also be used for another type of lesson.  Are you paying attention to Christ in your life?  Like right after you listen to a club talk, or go to church, do you think about what you learned or just let it slip out of your mind?  What about the Lord working in your life?  Do you know about it, or are you not paying attention?




How This Relates To Kids: 




We were all meant for something, and kids often don’t know what that is yet.  They were meant for a life with Christ!  As a kid however, it’s easy to know this and ignore what it means, just like Peter.  Kids are in this awkward time of learning responsibility, and responsibility to Christ may not seem appealing, but it’s not only necessary but also vital.  Be careful about talking about following rules too much though – it’s not about rules, (and kids hate rules, though don’t we all?) Christianity is more about good news. 




Points you can make:


  	Sin is not an action, Sin is a condition of our heart that separates us from God.  Sin is doing the things we should not do.  Sin is also, not doing the things we should do.  It is our sin nature that separates us from God with no hope of redemption. 

  	Peter’s lack of staying awake, after Jesus asks him to, is a sinful act of disobedience by Peter.  It is in this disobedience we see our sin condition come alive.

  	The end of this narrative we see a betrayal of Jesus starting to take place.  Betrayal is something we have all faced, including Jesus.  This gives us a relatable picture and view of Jesus.

  	Jesus is obedient to what God is asking Him to do on the cross.  Jesus has anguish over the decision of the cross.  Jesus being God and all knowing, would know what is going to happen to Him on the cross.  This is where His anguish comes from. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	How would you define sin?  How do you see sin in the world around us?  How do you see sin in your own life? 

  	Have you ever been betrayed by someone in your life?  If so, who and why do you think the betrayal happened?  How did the betrayal hurt you?

  	Why did Jesus ask the disciples to pray for Him?  What was the purpose of them being in the garden?

  	How do you think Jesus felt, each time, when He came back from praying and saw His disciples asleep?  What was Jesus’ reaction?  Was Jesus’ reaction justified or not? 

  	Why do you think Jesus wanted God not to send Him to the cross?  What do you think about Jesus’ prayer to God (verse 36) and Jesus wanting “the cup” to be taken from Him?






Media To Use:

[image: Image]

This is almost (but not totally) irrelevant but funny and kids will get the reference if you deem it appropriate: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-nM5243FIo. 




You can relate falling asleep in class to what Peter did: falling asleep in class is easy to do but you might be missing out on something important.  But be careful with this as kids may find falling asleep in class appealing.  (as I would)




What’s Next??




Next week we get to share the redeeming truth of the cross with kids.  We get to share God’s amazing love story for our lives.  We only know the sweet truth of the cross, because we have experienced the scorn of sin in our lives. 


























CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Cross Talk 

About this talk:




We get the opportunity to tell kids about the loving sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for the redemption of our sin.  Without the cross, we would have NO option for redemption from our sin.  Our own works, thoughts and deeds have no redemptive value to God.  The cross and resurrection of Jesus redeems us from our sins. 




Scripture:


  	Mark 15:21-32 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




In the first century, Roman crucifixion was a punishment reserved for the worst criminals- it was the death penalty at that time.   The Romans would nail a sign above the criminal’s head explaining what crime he committed. Jesus’ sign read, “King of the Jews.” Because Jesus did claim to be the Son of God and the saving Messiah.




Though the Jewish leaders initiated Jesus’ trial, they had no political power to actually sentence Jesus to death.  Instead, the Roman officials indirectly accused Jesus of challenging Caesar’s rule and authority, because Caesar was technically the “King of the Jews” and all the people inhabiting Jerusalem.




Setting the Scene:




The seeming random ask of the roman soldiers is not random.  It was on purpose.  The caring of Jesus’ cross not only changed the life of Simon and his family.  




“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”




In some sense, Jesus had to be cut off from the favor of and fellowship with God the Father, because he was bearing the sins of the world while enduring God’s wrath. Surely Jesus knew why he was dying, for this was the divine purpose of him coming to earth. But we cannot begin to understand what this separation meant to Jesus because for all eternity past knew no separation from his loving Father.




How This Relates To Kids: 




The story of the cross can seem unimaginable to kids.  Our job is tell the story of the cross in an honest, but not over doing the difficult details in the context of the story of the cross.  We need to be honest with kids around the story, but sharing every heartfelt detail.  The redemptive nature of God is in the complete story, not the details.




Points you can make:


  	Jesus went to die on the cross as a volunteer not a victim.  Jesus had a choice in dying on the cross for our sin.  Jesus’ death on the cross is the absolute abolishment of our sin. 

  	Jesus was beaten so badly that He could not carry His own cross.  A roman solider pulls a random person from the crowd to help carry the cross of Jesus.  The opposite is true of Jesus’ death on the cross, He carries us to the cross wanting, needing and pleading for us to love and follow Him. 

  	Jesus statement of “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” is an interesting statement.  Many biblical scholars believe that at this moment, God separated Himself from Jesus to have Jesus take on the sin of the world from past, present and future.  It was this loving sacrifice that killed Jesus.

  	The torn curtain, earthquake, and dark sky are the super natural reaction to the impending death and the death of Jesus.  The torn curtain in the temple means that there are no longer any that are separated from God.  We have direct access, through Jesus, to a loving and caring God. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	What is a story of the greatest sacrifice by someone else you have heard of?  Why is this sacrifice so moving to you? 

  	When have you had to make a sacrifice?  If so, what was the sacrifice you made and why did you make it?

  	If you were in Jerusalem the day Jesus was crucified, describe the scene you would see?  How would you feel if you were chosen to help carry the cross of Jesus?  How would you react and what would you do? 

  	What is your reaction to the physical and emotional pain Jesus endured?  Why did Jesus have to endure both physical and emotional pain on the cross? 

  	Why was it absolutely necessary for sinless Jesus to die?  What did Jesus’ death on the cross do for us?

  	Why did the sky turn dark?  What is the significance of the temple’s curtain torn in two?  Why did the ground shake after Jesus’ death? 

  	Imagine yourself at the foot of the cross before a dying Jesus, what would you be thinking?  What would you say?






Media To Use:




What’s Next??




The story of the cross is not the complete redemptive story of Jesus.  The one thing that separates Jesus from all other “deities” is that He died and rose again three days later.  The resurrection of Jesus is the proof that Jesus is in fact God.


























CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Resurrection Talk 

About this talk:




The one thing that separates Jesus from all other “God figures” in the world, is that Jesus died and raised from the dead.  Jesus is a God that is not dead.  This is history’s most significant event.  The resurrection that gives validity to Jesus claiming to be God can be justified with one single act - the resurrection.  




Scripture:


  
    	Mark 16:1-8 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 
    
      	(4-7 main text) 

    


  






Background:




Jesus’ death takes place on Friday.  His body is taken down from the cross and handed over to His followers.  Those left in the area, many had scattered after Jesus was arrested.  A prominent jewish leader named Joseph went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus.  Pilate was surprised that Jesus was already dead.  After Pilate verifies the death of Jesus, he grants the request of Joseph. 




The Bible tells us that they wrapped Jesus body in linen cloth and placed Him in a tomb.  A tomb is a cave out of rock, that was a customary practice for burial.  Both Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James & Joses were witnesses to the burial of Jesus.




It took three days for anyone to attend to Jesus’ tomb because once the Sabbath (Saturday) was over, the women could buy oils for delayed embalming after sunrise on Sunday morning. 




Setting the Scene:




Both Mary’s had been witness to the burial of Jesus.  They were going to honor Jesus and take refuge in His death by embalming His body for final burial.  They were not allowed to do the embalming on Saturday, being Saturdays were a day of Sabbath.  It was customary for friends and family to do the embalming of a loved one in Jesus’ day. 




Jesus resurrection is absolutely necessary for salvation. If it did not happen, our faith is meaningless (1 Corinthians 5:17). Jesus’ sacrificial death is the atonement of God’s wrath for our sins. But what good is a dead savior? Christ’s resurrection shows that sin had no power over him and that he ultimately defeated death and conquered sin. Because Jesus first resurrected into new life, we too can raise into new life in eternity with God.




Evidence for the Resurrection:


  	Christ predicted His resurrection. The Bible records, "From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things ... and be killed, and be raised up on the third day" (Matthew 16:21, New American Standard Bible). Even though His followers did not understand what He was telling them at the time, they remembered His words and recorded them.

  	Jesus made numerous appearances to His followers. He comforted the mourners outside His tomb on Sunday morning. On the road to Emmaus, He explained things about Himself from the Old Testament. Later, He ate in their presence and invited them to touch Him. Scripture records that Jesus was seen by more than 500 at one time. Some may argue that a few people could have agreed to a deception, but how can one explain the collaboration of 500 people?

  	The unrelenting faith of the disciples convinces me of the Resurrection. Those disciples who were once so afraid that they deserted their Lord now courageously proclaimed this news, risking their lives to preach. Their bold and courageous behavior does not make sense unless they knew with absolute certainty that Jesus had been raised from the dead.

  	The growth of the Christian church confirms the Resurrection. Peter's first sermon, which dealt with Christ's resurrection, stirred people to receive Him as their living Savior. Luke records the thrilling results: "That day there were added about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). And that group of believers has multiplied until now it reaches around the world. Today, there are hundreds of millions of believers.

  	Finally, the testimony of hundreds of millions of transformed lives through the centuries shows the power of the Resurrection. Many have been delivered from addictions. The destitute and despairing have found hope. Broken marriages have been restored. The most conclusive proof for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is that He is living within believers today in all of His resurrected life and transforming power.



From = http://www.cru.org/how-to-know-god/did-jesus-christ-really-rise-from-the-dead/why-resurrection-matters.htm 




How This Relates To Kids: 




Students may be skeptical of the resurrection. I mean, really - when have you ever seen a dead person walking? The resurrection is a miracle performed by the power of the Holy Spirit (And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. - Romans 8:11), which seals our salvation.  Believing in Jesus Christ means believing in the power of the resurrection!  Eternal life can not happen with Jesus, if you don’t believe in the resurrection. 




Points you can make:


  	The resurrection of Jesus is no mistake.  This was the plan from the beginning.  God would not have sent Jesus into the world, if after Jesus’ death, if there wasn’t purpose for a Jesus resurrection from the dead. 

  	The Mary’s on their way to the tomb are questioning how they are going to get access to Jesus’ body inside the tomb.  The Mary’s are disappointed, shocked and elated at their encounter at the tomb.  Their initial reaction was to believe that Jesus body was stolen out of the grave.  

  	Most people’s interaction with an angel is fear.  The Mary’s have fear.  The angel tells them why Jesus’ body is no longer in the tomb.  The act of the resurrection was something Jesus told His followers time and again.  These two woman would have been elated with joy on seeing and knowing Jesus had fines from the dead. 

  	These two woman go and tell the people that Jesus had risen from the dead.  Some believed, some didn’t believe.  Their eye witness of an empty tomb, gives credence to the truth of Jesus day and our day.  






Campaigner Questions:


  	What was a time you were the most surprised in your life? What happened?  Who was there? 

  	As the two Mary’s are waling to the tomb, what do you thinking that they were think and feeling?  What background around the story makes you believe these things? 

  	If you were the first to witness the empty tomb, what would you have done?  What would have been your reaction to the huge rock in front of the tomb rolled away?  Would you go inside, why or why not? 

  	What were the two Mary’s initial reaction to the angel?  Was their reaction to the angel appropriate?  Why or why not? 

  	What did the angel instruct the women to do? Why go tell these specific people?  What do you think the angel was anticipating happening to the people that the two Mary’s told about the resurrection of Jesus? 

  	Why is the resurrection of Christ absolutely necessary for our salvation?  What does the resurrection prove or not prove?  What do you believe about the resurrection? 






Media To Use:




What’s Next??




Next week we explore the story of the Rich Young Ruler.  This is a story of the continuation of the resurrection.  It is a natural progression from believing in the resurrected Jesus, to giving kids the opportunity to commit their lives to Him. 


























CHAPTER NINETEEN

Rich Young Ruler - Appropriation Talk 

About this talk:




God’s redemption in our lives is all about choice.  God gives us freedom to choose Him or not to choose Him.  He is not a mean God.  To follow Jesus, we are required to give up something in our lives.  It is different for every person.  What is it for you? 




Scripture:


  	Mark 10:17-22 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




In the few verses before this story, we see Mark talk about childlike faith.  In the story of the rich young ruler is a complete contrast to the childlike faith story in the previous story in Mark.  The rich young ruler is look for his possessions and his self righteousness to inherit eternal life.  




In verse 18, Jesus defines himself as God.  The rich young ruler is confusing righteousness for Godliness.  The rich young ruler is perceiving he buy his way into the kingdom of God.  Jesus won’t have that. 




Jesus goes after the thing that is the most important to the rich young ruler, the law.  As the dialog of Jesus and the rich young ruler are happening, the rich young ruler thinks Jesus is agreeing with Him.




Setting the Scene:




The rich young ruler desired eternal life and thought he had done all the right things to earn it. However, Jesus confronted his unbelief because the man replaced direct trust in God and its reward (treasure in heaven) with his own earthly riches. This passage does not mean every Christian must sell ALL he owns; rather, the heart must be focused on God, and every possession yielded to God with a thankful heart. If our ‘stuff’ gets in the way of us worshiping and loving God, we must rethink what’s most important to us.




How This Relates To Kids: 




There are a lot of distractions in the world that keep our focus and worship off God. We desire instant gratification. It just so happens that money, popularity, clothes, video games, and other “stuff” gives us good feelings - only to send us searching for the next best thing. Kids are easily distracted away from God, and we need to honestly evaluate the idols we serve. What do we truly love more? - the World or Jesus Christ?  




Points you can make:


  	Who are you?  Do you know?  Jesus knows who we are.  We often try to hide who we truly are from other people.  We can’t hide it from Jesus.  Jesus above all else wants a relationship with you and me. 

  	Jesus gives the rich young ruler choice in his decision to follow Jesus or not.  It is in the choice the rich young ruler was given, and is given to us, that we can make for ourselves.  Jesus is a God that gives us freedom of choice to follow Him or not.  What is the choice you will make in following Jesus or not?

  	Morality or goodness will not give you eternal life.  Only faith in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ will give you eternal life.  You have to make a decision to do just that.  How do we do that? We Admit we are sinners in need of a savior, we Believe that Jesus died and rose again for our sin, and we Commit our lives over to Jesus. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	What is the most awesome thing you own that you cannot be separated from?  Why is this thing so important to you?

  	How would you respond to Jesus if you were the rich young man?  How would you react to Jesus asking you to give up everything you own to follow Him?

  	Is it enough to be a “good” person to get to heaven? If yes, why?  If no, why? 

  	Have you made a decision to give your life over to Jesus? If yes, why?  If no, why? 

  	What “earthly possession(s)” is keeping you from whole heartedly following God?  Why do you think “our stuff” prevents us from seeing and knowing Jesus in the way He wants us to? 






Media To Use:




Check you the lyrics to Ryan Long’s song - I’m Not Waving, I’m Drowning.  Play the song at Club & put the words on the screen. 




I’m Not Waving, I’m Drowning




I sit on my hill in my house built on sand

And why I’m not happy just don’t understand

‘Cause I have tried everything they say can keep me from feeling this way

And the way it looks now nothings ever gonna change




I’m not waving I’m drowning

What do you care about me

I’m starting to doubt

That I will ever be anything but alone




I look in my mirror and what do I see

An empty eyed nowhere man staring back at me

I look around the rooms of my house overcrowded with all my toys

But not one of them has even brought me any joy

It’s always the same it’s the same nothing’s ever gonna change

And I’m the only one to blame




I’m not waving I’m drowning

What do you care about me

I’m starting to doubt

That I will ever be anything but alone

I fall on my knees and I’m begging you please

Take all my pain and give me some peace




Can you save me I’m drowning

Upon your door I’m pounding

Take from me my fear take all my shame

‘Cause I can’t make it anymore on my own




What’s Next??




Jesus scatters the seeds of faith in people’s lives.  The parable of the sower is a great reflection of how these seeds of faith fall in people’s lives and our reaction to the pursuit of faith. 


























CHAPTER TWENTY

Parable of the Sower - Walking with Jesus Talk 

About this talk:




How would you follow Jesus well?  This parable gives a glimpse of the kingdom of God.  Our faith is the seeds scattered in all directions.  The type of circumstances in which we land are important to how our faith will turn out. 




Scripture:


  	Mark 4:1-9 & 13-20 (NIV, NLT, The Message) 






Background:




The setting that Jesus lived in is an agricultural society.  Most of the lives of people in Jesus’ day, were centered around growing or harvesting food.  This is how people survived.  Without this practice, you wouldn’t have been able to survive.




The people hearing this parable would have had great feelings around the description of the farmer and the seeds.  They would feel anguish about the seeds that don’t grow.  They would know the difficulty to grow planted seeds to harvested crops. 




Setting the Scene:




Thoughts on this Passage - Notice that we start the story with a setting: Jesus has drawn so many people that He has to take a boat out to sea in order to be able to speak to them all properly.  That’s an incredible visual for the demand to hear Jesus speak. We have an advantage with this parable, that in Mark, Jesus explains the parable’s meaning.  This parable that he tells is one for self-reflection.  It makes us ask, what kind of soil am I?  Am I doing the necessary things to maintain “good soil”?  Am I letting the cares of the world suffocate the message of Christ inside me?  Am I not taking care of my faith, like the rocky soil, and letting the message of Christ wither inside of me? Am I even listening? Or am I bearing fruit, can others see Christ working inside and around me, through my persistence to keep my faith alive?  




One idea for a talk might be to have four friends (either leaders, your own kids, or other volunteers) come up on stage to help you exemplify how a person can look like the different types of soils.  Have Friend 1 be the “path”: He has headphones on, takes them off for a second to hear, says “eh” and puts his headphones back on.  Friend 2 is really excited about their new found change, but they feel so changed that they don’t feel the need to do anything about it, they may say something like “I know I’m changed, so what else do I need?”  Friend 3 is also excited, but has a lot to battle back at home.  Friend 3 might be too stressed out to deal with their faith right now, or have too many distractions that they forget about their faith.  Friend 4 is excited, and wants to keep that feeling like they are a new person in Christ, and they have a purpose, and meaning in their life, so they are going to campaigners, reading their Bible, and looking into church.  To go even further with this display, have potted plants that each person is holding, with little seedlings (except Friend 1, who didn’t grow at all), and have them all go off stage, and come back with new potted plants, Friend 1 has no plant, Friend 2 has a dead plant, and Friend 3 just has weeds, while Friend 4 has a full, growing plant.




How This Relates To Kids: 




This is the moment for kids where they will be analyzing their current situation with Christ, and what it will look like this coming school year, or even for the rest of their lives.  The Parable of the Sower is a way for them to take a look at themselves and decide what they are going to do about their relationship with Christ.  Using the analogy of the different types of soil to show kids what could happen to new-found faith, or even faith that they’ve had for a long time.  This is the moment where we start to really plug campaigners, coming to club regularly, reading scripture, and going to church – the things that will help their faith (and our faith too!) continue and grow, otherwise it will wither and die, just like in the parable.




This passage might be really simple for some kids and really complicated for others.  While it may be obvious to some that we want to be, have, take care of our “good soil,” it may not be that way for others, who may wonder why they should be good soil in the first place.  In that situation, explaining what Christ does for us, and the full life He gives us as a Christian, is the motivation for keeping good soil.  




Using the phrases “deep soil” and “shallow soil” may help in place of “good soil” or “rocky soil.” Kids already know what it means to be deep or shallow, so to use those words in this analogy for their faith will help them understand the “growing roots” necessity and being deep vs. shallow.




Points you can make:


  	Jesus paints us a beautiful picture of faith and following of Him.  Following Jesus takes action from us.  Kids need to hear this truth in a loving and caring way.  Which seed are you?

  	The seeds fall on different types of ground.  It is the conditions around us that can block us from growing in our walk with Jesus.
  
    	The path.  We hear God’s word, but satan takes it away from us.  This is a place where we or other people can walk all over us.  Other people can eat up our faith, quickly, if we don’t guard against it.

    	Rocky places.  We hear God’s word, receive it, but when trouble comes in our lives our faith is lost.  Life is hard.  The difficulties of life should cause us to press into Jesus, not back away from Jesus. 

    	The weeds.  We hear God’s word and begin following Him.  But, we let little things take the place of God in our lives.  These little things grow and grow.  They over take the place of God in our lives, completely replacing Him.

  


  	We want to be in the good soil.  What if we feel we are currently on the path, in the rocky places and/or the weeds; it is time to put yourself back in the good soil to grow.  So how do we do that?
  
    	Ask your Young Life leader.  We are here for you.  We want to help put you in good soil.

    	Pray.  Prayer is just having a conversation with God.  It is like any relationship, we need to know the other person to have a strong relationship with them.  Prayer helps us start just that. 

    	Read the Bible.  The more we put God’s word in our hearts, the more we become closer to Him.

    	Go to church.  The church is a place where followers of Jesus gather each week to learn, grow and fellowship together.  You need other people in your life to help you grow. 

  







Campaigner Questions:


  	What do you think your soil is like right now? Are you putting the effort in to help your faith grow or are you being shallow about your faith, and not doing the work to help make it deep?  Are there thorns in your soil, distractions that keep you from pursuing your faith? Either share this aloud or think about to it yourself.

  	What are some “thorns” – distractions that are making it difficult for your faith to grow?  

  	What are some ways you can think of to help make and keep your “soil” deep – to help your faith grow and prevent it from withering away? 

  	Why do we want to be or have “deep soil”? (Leaders! You may want to think of how you would answer this to a kid before asking it)






Media To Use:

[image: Image]


  	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9IOhGPrRvY&feature=channel_video_title (a good, 3 minute visual animation of the parable. Kinda Veggie-tale-ish)

  	http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aWwu7qjz9g&feature=related (good for campaigners as a real short refresher on the passage)






What’s Next??




Over the next two weeks we will tell the Christmas story to kids.  During next week’s talk we will explore Mary, Joseph and the birth of Jesus.  We will see how God’s hand shapes the eternity of all creation through the birth of His son Jesus Christ. 




















Chapter 1


Never assume that kids have heard the Biblical narrative of the Christmas story.  With our culture continually shifting from having a standard Biblical knowledge to not having one, we can’t presume that kids will know the story.  With the lack of church attendance by families, the only place kids may hear the Christmas Biblical narrative is in a Young Life Club talk. 




The Christmas story is often only thought of from Luke 2, but there is so much more that can set up a great Young Life Christmas Club talk.  The entire Christmas story is split into two different Club talks.  There are many reasons to split the Christmas story into two talks: this gives the proper attention to each nuance of the Christmas story, we right size each delivery of the Christmas story, and each portion of the story will get it’s specific time to shine. 


About this talk:




Besides the story of the cross, the story of Jesus’ birth is one of the most well know stories throughout history.  Many people may know pieces of the story of Jesus’ birth, but not the whole story.  You want the Luke 2:1-7 passage to be the focal point of the talk and the other two passages to support your talk. 




Scripture:


  	An Angel and Mary - Luke 1:26-38 (NIV, NLT, The Message)

  	An Angel and Joseph - Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV, NLT, The Message)

  	The Birth of Jesus - Luke 2:1-7 (NIV, NLT, The Message)






Background: 




Jesus was born in obscurity in the first century BC. Bethlehem is a tiny town with a long history in Jewish culture. Joseph and Mary are summoned to Bethlehem from Nazareth for a census for the Roman government. Joseph would need to be counted and to be counted, he needed to take his very pregnant wife to be with him to Bethlehem.




Mary - Mary is pledged to be married to Joseph. By Jewish culture, she has to be in a one year betrothal period. Which means that if she was pregnant, the husband to be could leave. An angel comes to Mary, letting her know that she is pregnant. The pregnancy comes from God, not man. She is a Virgin when Jesus is born.

To kids this may seem impossible. The over sexualized world we live in, virginity is a foreign concept to kids. This is the way in which God intended the world to be. Jesus wants our value in culture to be His value in culture. We will fail in this every time because of our sin nature.




Joseph - Joseph is a carpenter by trade. In the culture of Jesus day, a son would take the trade of their father. This means that Jesus was taught the trade of His father, which wascarpentry.




Mary is very pregnant when she travels with Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This journey would be a minimum of three days over very difficult terrane. When Joseph and Mary reach Bethlehem there is no place for them to stay. Joseph would most likely have family in the area. We don’t know why Joseph and Mary did not stay with Joseph’s family.




An inn keeper gives Joseph and Mary access to his stable. Jesus is born in a stable. Around live stock, animal feed and animal poop. Mary places Jesus in a manger. We often think of a manager with grander thoughts. The manger is an animal feeding troff.




Setting the Scene:




The Old Testament foretold of the coming of Jesus as the Messiah. To see a prominent passage about the coming of Jesus, look at Isaiah Chapter 53. The idea that Jesus, the Messiah, would come as a baby was something that the Jews were not expecting. They were expecting a king to come in on a blazing horse.




The Messiah, Jesus, is the Savior of the world. Jesus was with God as He created the world. Jesus has been part of God’s plan to save the world since God existed (John 1:1). Jesus came into the world a humble servant. Jesus has had every experience we have had as humans. This makes Jesus so relatable to us.




How This Relates To Kids: 




The story of the birth of Jesus can feel far away or not even real. Jesus is more important than Santa in every way. We can not assume that kids have heard the Christmas story. In our postmodern/post-Christian world, many kids are growing up never hearing the story of Jesus’ birth. It is our responsibility as Young Life leaders to tell the story of Jesus’ birth with excellence.




Joseph and Mary are teenagers. They would feel that the news of Mary being pregnant would be life altering news. Many kids have had life altering experiences like Joseph and Mary with the announcement of Jesus birth. Their lives were turned upside down.




Points you can make:


  	The conversation the angel has with Mary is extremely important to the vilify of Jesus being the son of God.  It is the fact that Mary is a virgin, when Jesus is conceived, that separates Jesus from all other humans.  No other human, ever created, has been born of a virgin.  Only God can do that. 

  	Joseph has every right, by law, to divorce Mary.  That is his plan until his encounter with an angel.  God picked Joseph to be the step father of Jesus, because God knew Joseph was a good and righteous man. 

  	God uses a census to get Joseph and Mary to travel to Bethlehem.  God uses trivial things in our own lives to steer us in the direction He would like us to go.

  	Jesus is born in a lowly place.  Born in a stable, for a king, is something only God would do.  All other kings are born with fanfare and triumphant entries.  Not Jesus.






Campaigner Questions:


  	What Christmas traditions do you do in your family each year?  Why are they important to you?

  	What have been some of your favorite Christmas memories?  Why are they your favorite Christmas memories?

  	What do you believe or don’t believe about the Bible Christmas story?  What has shaped your beliefs around the story?

  	An angel comes to both Joseph and Mary?  What are the conversations each person has with the angel?  How are they different?  How are they the same?

  	Why did Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem?  What was their purpose there?

  	Why are there no rooms in Bethlehem for them to stay in?  What was the atmosphere of a stable like?  Is it a place you would want to spend the night, why or why not? 






Media To Use:

[image: Image]




Link to the YouTube clip - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeVDOu2_Fuc 




What’s Next??




In next week’s talk we get to see the shepherds and magi come to pay their respects to the new born King.  Jesus came for the shepherds (one of the lowest class in Jesus day) and for the magi (kings from another country).  An angel comes to tell Joseph, Mary and Jesus to flee to Egypt.  God would provide for them in in a new land. 


About this talk:




Scripture:

	•	The Shepherds and the Angels - Luke 2:8-20 (NIV, NLT, The Message)

	•	The Visit of the Magi - Matthew 2:1-12 (NIV, NLT, The Message)

	•	The Escape to Egypt - Matthew 2:13-16 (NIV, NLT, The Message)




Background:




Shepherds - Only God knows why the shepherds are the first group, besides Joseph and Mary, to see Jesus after His birth.  Shepherds are uneducated loners who keep sheep both day and night.  In the culture of the time, the shepherds would have been one of the last people to be invited to see baby Jesus.  The angel tells the shepherds do not be afraid.  They follow the call that God has for them to see baby Jesus. 




Magi - The magi were astronomers or royalty from most likely Persia or southern Arabia, both of which are east of Jerusalem.  How the magi knew about the Jewish prophecy, we don’t know.  God made sure that they would have access to Jesus as a young child.  When the magi visit Jesus, He is most likely not new born.  Jesus could have been up to two years old.  The gifts (gold, frankincense & myrrh) that the magi bring Jesus and His family, were enough for them to survive on during their escape to Egypt.  God used the magi to take care of Jesus and His family while they were in Egypt. 




Herod - Herod was a ruler that the jews hated.  Prior to Jesus birth, the Jews tried to over throw Herod, but were unsuccessful.  He ruled with an iron fist.  He killed many of his own family including one of his wives and some of his sons. 




After Herod had heard that Jesus was born, by the magi, he sent his troops into Nazareth to kill all the baby boys two years and under.  Jesus and His family had already escaped to Egypt by the time Herod’s troops arrived in Bethlehem.  God had protected Jesus from Herod’s wrath. 




Escape to Egypt - God speaks to Joseph in a dream to take Mary and Jesus and escape to Egypt.  We don’t know what they did in Egypt or how long that they stayed there.  Joseph, being a carpenter, would have most likely found a job a s a carpenter or Jesus’ family could have lived off the gifts that magi brought them for a couple of years. 




Setting the Scene: 




Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem could have gone unnoticed, if it were not for angels, shepherds and magi from a foreign land.  The Jewish prophecy about a coming king of the jews would be known by the shepherds.  What is the chance that the magi from a foreign land and a foreign language would know about the prophecy of the coming of Jesus?  They would not have had access to the prophecy unless God wanted them to know. 




How This Relates To Kids: 




We all feel like Shepherds (maybe lonely, isolated people that we feel are hard for others to love us) or like Magi (kings or queens of our own universe).  Jesus came for all people, including these two groups.  Both groups see Jesus as an a infant or young child.  The lowest of lows and the highest of highs know that Jesus is the new born king and Savior of the world. 




Points you can make:


  	God chose shepherds to be the first people to see Jesus after He was born.  The remark at the wonders of seeing Him.  God chose lonely, isolated, social outcasts to first witness the birth of Jesus.  This helps us know Jesus came for all types of people, those like shepherds in our culture today.

  	Magi (kings from a foreign land) come to see Jesus as well.  They risk their lives to travel hundreds of miles to see a young boy Jesus.  The magi being kings, honor the true king, Jesus.  The gifts that the magi bring Jesus, help provide for their family for years to come.

  	Herod is so threatened by Jesus, he takes unthinkable action.  By trying to kill all the small boys in Bethlehem, he would get rid of a threat to his kingdom.  God has another plan.  Power or the lack of power clouds our judgement in doing what is right and just. 

  	An angel comes to Joseph and tells him to take his family and escape.  Jesus spends his first years in a foreign land.  This shows that Jesus came for all people, not just the Jews. 






Campaigner Questions:


  	What is the best Christmas gift you have ever received and why do you like it?  How did it make you feel? 

  	What is the best Christmas gift you have given someone else?  What was their reaction on receiving the gift?

  	Who are the equivalent to shepherds in our culture today?  Why do you think God chose a group of shepherds to be the first people, besides Joseph & Mary, to see baby Jesus?

  	What were the shepherds reaction in seeing baby Jesus?  If shepherds told you about the birth of Jesus, would you believe them?  Why or why not? 

  	Who are the magi?  How would they have heard about the birth of Jesus?  Why do you think it was important to the magi to make the trip to see baby Jesus?

  	Why was Herod so afraid of a baby?  What did Herod decide to do to get rid of baby Jesus? 

  	Why did Joseph, Mary & Jesus need to flee Bethlehem?  What was going on with politics that made them leave?  How did God provide for them for their journey to Egypt?






Media To Use:




[image: Image]

You can view this YouTube Clip by clicking here  - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sghwe4TYY18 
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