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Friends & Faith  
We exist to point people to Jesus. As a church, this is our mission, 
and this mission is lived out in different context and different 
ways. We see it lived out as the church (you and me) gather to 
worship on Sunday mornings. Through our songs, message, 
communion, and times of community, we have an opportunity to 
point one another to Jesus. 

We see it lived out as we (the church) scatter across our city to 
our neighborhoods, to jobs, and to the relationships we find 
ourselves in. In each of these places, we find ourselves with the 
opportunity to point people to Jesus. 

But we often struggle with pointing people to Jesus. We often 
struggle to share our faith with people that are in our lives. 
Maybe take a second to think about your own life. In the past six 
months or year, how many times have you shared the Gospel? In 
the past six months or year, how many people have you invited 
someone out to a Sunday gathering? Now, maybe that number is 
impressive, but perhaps that number is depressing. If you are 
looking at it and depressed, you are not alone. Research has 
shown that only 2% of Christians invite people to church and 
55^% of Christians haven’t shared their faith in the past six 
months. Another question I want you to ask yourself honestly is 
why? 
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 September 1 

September, first we are 
meeting at Henry Janzen 
School at 10 am to do a prayer 
walk around the community 
and spend some time together 
praying for the year ahead

 

September 8 

September 8 will be our fall 
kick off. We will beginning our 
new sermon series called A 
Beautiful Mess and after our 
service we will be having a 
BBQ lunch and a bouncy 
Slide. Make sure you plan on 
being  there!  

GPS 

GPS Communities will be 
starting up in the next few 
weeks. If you are not in a 
community, on September 8, 
you will have a chance to meet 
our GPS leaders and join a 
group. 

THE MAP 
 where we are at & where we are going  
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Why haven’t you shared your faith more or invited the people in 
your life to church? I am sure you have reasons popping up in 
your head as to why, but dig a bit deeper. Is there a reason 
underneath the reason? My guess is if there is, and it’s probably 
fear. We could spend a lot of time talking about fear but don’t 
have the  space here. I want to do is encourage you to share your 
faith this fall. 

What might surprise you is that a lot of people are willing to talk 
with us about our faith! I feel like we are always being told no one 
wants to talk about religion, but research would say the complete 
opposite. In one research project, 79% of unchurched people said 
they would have a conversation about faith with a friend. 6 out of 
10 people said finding deeper meaning in life is essential to them. 
One-Third of unchurch people surveyed planned on going to 
church in the future.  

Could our fear just be based on a mirage that our enemy has put 
before us? Could there be people in your life who are asking the 
more profound questions of life and purpose? Could there be 
people in your life who do want to go to church but just haven’t 
been invited? 

We have all been placed in the times, places, and relationships by 
God. Paul says in Acts 17:26 “he made of one every nation of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, having determined [their] 
appointed seasons, and the bounds of their habitation.” God has 
you where he wants you; he has people in your life not by 
accident but by his sovereign design.  

If you haven’t shared your faith, maybe it is time to ask why? It’s 
probably time to talk to someone about your reason why and 
begin to work through it. If you haven’t invited someone to 
church in the past six months, it is probably time to ask why? 
Who has God set in your life that you might have the chance to 
point to Jesus? Stewardship Update for July 

Stewardship Update For July 
Budget: $4,720.84
Donations: $ $2260

In July we saw a significant drop in our giving which resulted in us 
being behind our month budget by $2460
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Quick Hits  

What I have read or listened to 
this past month that is worthy of 
sharing with you. 

1. This relates to evangelism 
and is a common reason why 
we don’t share the gospel. 
https://thecripplegate.com/if-
i-share-the-gospel-i-might-
ruin-our-relationship/ 

2.  Legalism is one of the most 
ugly things a christian can fall 
into. Discipline is deeply 
important to the christian life 
but we often mistake it for 
legalism. Do you know the 
difference between legalism 
and discipline? https://
www.crossway.org/articles/
the-difference-between-
legalism-and-discipline/

3. Sports are an important part 
of my kids lives. For parents it 
can be hard to find a balance 
with our kids sports and our 
faith. https://jdgreear.com/blog/
navigate-youth-sports-christ-
followers/
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