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grasslands of Asia.
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brown fur is covered in 
dark spots. The pattern 
makes it hard to see.
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In the temperate forest of 
Asia, in a tangle of bamboo, 
a panda cub watches as his 
mom nibbles on fresh shoots. 
He has a white body and 
head with black for his limbs 
and muzzle.
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The cub covers his eyes and 
wraps up in a tight ball. This 
is terrible! He will be caught. 
Out of nowhere, his mom 
arrives. With one whack of 
her big paw, she sends the 
leopard on its way.
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mom. He knows now that 
he is still too little to be on 
his own. He might be eight 
months old, but he has a 
long way to go before he is 
fully grown.
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Each year, a flock of cranes 
appear over a ridge in the 
vast grasslands of Asia. They 
have flown a great distance 
at astonishing elevations to 
complete their migration. 
This place, the steppe, will 
be their stage.
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They catch his attention. He 
echoes them and heads 
in her direction. They leap 
and prance with half-spread 
wings. He mimics all of her 
actions.
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their beaks as it comes 
down. The male’s fancy 
dance has earned him a 
mate.
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not the only dance these 
cranes will do. All of the 
cranes, young and old, 
will dance for social 
connection. Sometimes, 
you can see a whole field
of cranes dancing. 
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