
Faith, Reason, Wisdom, and Argument (1 Co. 2:4-5 and 2:14) 

Will there still be apostasy? Yes, brethren and sisters, you may expect that people will come into the 
Church and then apostatize. You may expect that some people will run well for a season, and then fall out 
by the way. 

Many receive the Gospel because they know it is true; they are convinced in their judgment that it is true; 
strong argument overpowers them, and they are rationally compelled to admit the Gospel to be true upon 
fair reasoning. They yield to it, and obey its first principles, but never seek to be enlightened by the power 
of the Holy Ghost; such ones frequently step out of the way.-Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 85. 

 

I had only traveled a short time to testify to the people, before I learned this one fact, that you might 
prove doctrine from the Bible till doomsday, and it would merely convince a people, but would not convert 
them. You might read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and prove every iota that you advance, and 
that alone would have no converting influence upon the people. Nothing short of a testimony by the power 
of the Holy Ghost would bring light and knowledge to them—bring them in their hearts to repentance. 
Nothing short of that would ever do. You have frequently heard me say that I would rather hear an Elder, 
either here or in the world, speak only five words accompanied by the power of God, and they would do 
more good than to hear long sermons without the Spirit. That is true, and we know it. (JD 5:377.) -
 Discourses Of Brigham Young, p. 330 

Debate and argument have not that saving effect that has testifying to the truth as the Lord reveals it to 
the Elder by the Spirit. I think you will all agree with me in this; at least, such is my experience. I do not 
wish to be understood as throwing a straw in the way of the Elders storing their minds with all the arguments 
they can gather to urge in defense of their religion, nor do I wish to hinder them in the least from learning 
all they can with regard to religions and governments. The more knowledge the Elders have the better. (JD 
8:53) 

 -Discourses Of Brigham Young, p. 330 

 

 But even at its best, the resolution of doubts by reason and appeal to evidence cannot take us far. It 
is helpful to meet a brilliant mind who defends gospel truths with fact and logic. There is comfort in finding 
that such a person has confronted the same questions with which you struggle and has retained his faith. But 
there is a hazard. Even the most brilliant and faithful person may defend the truth with argument or fact 
that later proves false. The best scholarship has, at least, incompleteness in it. But even flawless argument 
has a weakness if you come to depend on it: What happens to the next doubt, or the next? What if no 
physical evidence or persuasive logic can be produced to dispel it? You will find then what I have found-that 
faithful scholar who reassured you with logic did not base his faith there. It was the other way around. His 
faith reassured him that someday, when God told him how it was all done, he would see all truth as perfectly 
logical, transparently reasonable. In the meantime he was enjoying discovering what he could with the logic 
he could muster.  -Elder Henry B. Eyring ,  To Draw Closer to God, p. 142 

Though argument does not create conviction, the lack of it destroys belief. What seems to be proved may 
not be embraced; but what no one shows the ability to defend is quickly abandoned. Rational argument does 
not create belief, but it maintains a climate in which belief may flourish." -Austin Farrer, "The Christian 
Apologist," in Light on C. S. Lewis, ed. Jocelyn Gibb (New York: Harcourt and Brace, 1965), 26. 


