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Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you 
are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this 
salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched 
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of 

the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were 
not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been 
told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. Therefore, with minds that are 
alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 

Christ is revealed at his coming (1 Peter 1:8-13, NIV).
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What is Advent? The word “advent” means arrival. Advent at First Baptist Georgetown 
is our celebration of our Savior’s first coming that encourages hope and expectation of 
our Savior’s second arrival. Advent is the time for families and individuals to prepare for 
Christmas, the celebration of the first coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Just as 
important, Advent is also a time to prepare our hearts and lives for the second 
coming of Jesus Christ. Advent is celebrated on the four Sundays preceding Christmas. 
We will light candles in an Advent wreath each Sunday as a part of our celebration. 
Lighting the candles is a tradition that reminds us of certain truths surrounding the 
coming of Jesus Christ. We encourage you to create your own family traditions for the 
time of Advent. We hope that this guide can be a little jump-start for your celebration of 
Advent and developing your own traditions. May you have a blessed time of Advent and 
a Merry Christmas! 

USING THE GUIDE
This guide contains four weeks of material designed to help every person and family 
walk through the Advent season intentionally. It concludes with a time of celebrating 
Jesus’ first coming on either Christmas Eve or Christmas day. There are two main 
sections for each week. The first is to help you focus and reflect individually on a key 
aspect of Advent that week. The second is to help families celebrate and reflect on the 
same key aspect of Advent. Both sections correlate with the sermon from the previous 
Sunday to provide a consistent focus for the week. 

Kevin Ueckert
Lead Pastor
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A NOTE FOR FAMILIES
Advent is an opportunity to pause and reflect on the birth of Jesus. But for families, this time 
of year can be filled with activities and obligations. Before the calendar begins to overflow, 
take some time to consider what you want this season to be for your family. Then make a 
plan so that a time intended to remember and celebrate doesn’t get swallowed up by 
lesser things. 

To help toward that end, we have provided a “Family Time” section each week that will help 
you create intentional time to talk about Jesus together. We have included an opportunity 
to light the Advent candle that goes with each week. If you choose to do this section, find 
five candles and put them in a visible place to serve as a reminder of Jesus’ coming. You 
may also choose to use an Advent wreath with four candles around the wreath and the fifth 
candle in the center. 

Read through the “Family Time” section. You know your family best. Feel free to make 
adjustments to fit your crew. Some of the activities are geared primarily for preschool and 
elementary kids. So in an effort to help all of our families, we have added additional activity 
ideas in the back appendices. 

We want to help you focus on two specific opportunities with your kids this Advent season: 

TIME: Create intentional time in the rhythm of your family’s life to think about, talk about and 
live out the gospel. We believe it is important for you to set aside specific time to reflect on 
the first coming of Jesus Christ together. We encourage you to set aside a specific day and 
time each week to get together as a family for about 15 minutes and walk through the 
“Family Time” section of the guide. For many families, they find Sunday night as the best 
time to do this. Find what works for your family. We have provided you with the things you 
need to make that 15 minutes intentional. 



5

MOMENTS: Capture and leverage moments in the course of everyday life for the purpose 
of gospel-centered conversations. These are moments that we can utilize to help teach and 
train our kids or we can let them go because there are other things to be done. We want to 
encourage you during this Advent season to begin to seek to be intentional with the many 
moments that naturally come up. 

We have included in the “Family Time” section a “Word of the Week” to help spur on some 
of these moments. If you have younger kids, make it a game to see how often you can use 
the key word of the week. Your kids will follow your lead. If you are using it and making it 
fun, they will jump right in. Come up with a special family yell, high five, fist bump, dance 
step, noise or whatever you can come up with to celebrate the use of the word of the week. 
When your kids use the key word and you celebrate, then use that moment to reiterate the 
truth of the week. 

If you have older kids, one way you can incorporate the word of the week is to make it a 
game to see who can sneak the key word of the week into sentences without other family 
members noticing. Keep a tally, set up a prize for the person who sneaks it in the most, find 
a fun way to incorporate it into the rhythm of your family. Once someone sneaks it in, they 
need to call it out so everyone knows they did it. That gives you an opportunity to reiterate 
the truth of the week or ask them a question about the truth of the week. 

Christmas brings up lots of questions and opportunities to make the most of the moments 
that happen. Ask the Lord to help you be aware of these moments as they come up. You 
will find the Lord will challenge and grow you to see the moments that happen in your life 
through His lenses as you learn to do this with your kids. 
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Additional Activities for Families During the Advent Season

Appendix B: Recommended Resources

Appendix C: Additional Scriptures for Study and Reflection



Week 1: Hope
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Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; One will come from 
you to be ruler over Israel for Me. His origin is from antiquity, from eternity 

(Micah 5:2, HCSB).

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire 
should be registered. This first registration took place while Quirinius was governing 
Syria. So everyone went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also 
went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, to be 

registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. While they 
were there, the time came for her to give birth. Then she gave birth to her firstborn 

Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough — 
because there was no room for them at the lodging place. (Luke 2:1-7, HCSB).
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What is your greatest treasure?

It is rare to find a true treasure hunter who spends their time scouring clues and searching 
all over the world trying to find lost treasure. We may not be spending our lives searching 
the bottom of the ocean or remote mountains for lost gold, but in reality, we are all treasure 
hunters seeking to find the treasure that satisfies the longing of our souls.

This lost treasure is something we are willing to give other valuable things up in order to 
attain. We can seek to satisfy with treasure that can be an object like a car, a house, 
clothes, jewelry or a family heirloom that’s been passed down for generations that would be 
considered junk to most people, but to us it is priceless because of the family history. We 
can seek to satisfy with the treasure of position and power, such as being the boss, 
successful in the eyes of other people, influential in certain social circles or receiving the 
highest award in our particular field of work. Or we can try to satisfy with a person as our 
treasure like our spouse, kids or someone else. But in the end, these treasures are not 
enough to satisfy what is broken in our soul. These treasures, as good as some of them 
may be, still leave us empty and without hope as we look into eternity. 

This is what Advent is all about; a hopeless people discovering the treasure of hope in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Matthew 13:44-46 refers to the kingdom of heaven as a great 
treasure and yet on our own, we cannot attain it. It is a treasure out of our reach because of 
our inability to be right before God on our own merits (Romans 3:10; Romans 6:23).

But Jesus came into the world, infiltrating the kingdom of man in order to provide the 
treasure of the kingdom of heaven. This is the treasure that will satisfy the depths of our 
souls for all eternity. 
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So as you celebrate, over the next month, the first coming of Jesus as a little baby; you 
should be reminded of the hope that He brought into the world. The hope that we now have 
access to the greatest treasure any person could ever attain, not by our own efforts, but by 
His great gift. 

REFLECTION 
When was the last time you waited in real anticipation for something? How long did you 
wait? What was it like during the waiting? 

If your co-workers were asked what you treasure most, how would they respond? Family? 
Friends? Neighbors?

When was the last time you reflected on Jesus in the manger and were hopeful for what He 
has done and what He will do? How has that changed the way you live? 

What is one hope you have for yourself, your family and your friends as you begin this 
Advent season? What will you do to help it become a reality?

Who around you is chasing the treasure of the world and needs the hope of Jesus Christ? 
Commit to praying for this person daily during the Advent season, asking the Lord to show 
them who He is. Be looking for an opportunity to share the greatest treasure in the world 
with them. 



11

FAMILY TIME

Set aside 15-20 minutes one night this week to talk about the hope that comes from Jesus 
as our greatest treasure. The only materials needed are five candles, matches, a special 
treat for your kids and a Bible. Read through the “Family Time” section before you gather as 
a family. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Turn the lights out and have one member of the family light the first candle. As they are 
lighting the candle, let them know this first candle represents “hope.” Have someone read 
the following verse:

Briefly talk about, as a family, that just as this candle gives light to this room, so does Jesus 
give light to the world. Let them know that we celebrate Christmas as a reminder of Jesus 
coming into the world so that we do not have to stay in the darkness of sin but can have a 
lasting hope. (Turn the lights back on.) 

QUESTION
Ask these questions: What is something you are hoping to get for Christmas? What would 
you be willing to give up to get it? 

I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me would not 
remain in darkness (John 12:46, HCSB).
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FAMILY ACTIVITY 
Before you start your family time, hide a special treat for your kids somewhere in the house 
that will be impossible for them to find. Try to make it something they will consider a 
special treat (treasure). At this point in the family time, tell the kids you have hidden a 
special treasure for them somewhere in the house and turn them loose to go find it. Try to 
build the anticipation and excitement. 

Once one of them starts to get tired of looking, ask them how they feel about knowing there 
is a treasure out there and not being able to find it? 

At this point, go find the treasure and bring it back to where you are having family time and 
give it to the kids. Ask them how they feel now that they have the treasure and make a point 
to tell them they could not find the treasure, but the treasure came to them. 

In the same way, this is what Jesus did when He came. He is the great treasure who came 
as a baby. 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Have someone read the following verses.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and 
reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. When he 

found one priceless pearl, he went and sold everything he had, and bought it
(Matthew 13:44-46, HCSB).

She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save 
His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21, HCSB).
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REFLECTION
A priceless treasure is worth giving everything up to get it. Jesus is our greatest treasure 
and He came to us! Briefly talk about how this gives us great hope knowing that Jesus, our 
great treasure, came to us when we could not get to Him. He has also told us He will come 
back again! So we not only celebrate Jesus coming as a baby during Advent, but we look 
forward in hope and excitement (just like when you were looking for the treasure) for Him to 
come back again. 

WORD OF THE WEEK 
Tell your kids the word of the week is “treasure.” Make this a fun way to keep the 
conversations going about our hope being in the greatest treasure coming to us. Try to use 
the word “treasure” as often as you can so your kids will start using it as well. As you use it 
and your kids use it, find ways to make the most of those moments and remind them that 
the God who made them and loves them sent His Son to be their greatest treasure. 

PRAYER 
Have one family member say a prayer thanking God for sending Jesus as our great treasure 
of hope.





Week 2: Peace
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All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means 

“God with us”) (Matthew 1:22-23, NIV).

I will sing to the Lord because He has treated me generously
(Psalm 13:6, HCSB).
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In the midst of news cycles dominated by tragedy and politics, we also hear stories of 
generosity. Social media ratchets up the awareness of a good Samaritan or a child who was 
uncharacteristically generous by focusing on raising money to give away to someone else 
in need. We love the stories of great generosity and selflessness. If you search for the top 
20 most generous people, you will find a list of individuals who have collectively donated 
approximately $106.8 billion. This is generosity on a scale most of us cannot 
even comprehend. 

So, how is God’s generosity different from ours? 

We love to be generous to people who have encountered heartbreaking circumstances, 
have had less opportunity to get ahead in life or have been victims of evil people. It is right 
and good for us to have generosity in these circumstances. But the Lord’s generosity goes 
further. His generosity is extended to His enemies as well as the vulnerable.

Look back at the parable in Matthew 20:1-16 (HCSB) and specifically focus on v. 15; “Don’t I 
have the right to do what I want with my business? Are you jealous because I’m generous?” 
Have you ever looked at the generosity of the Lord on someone else’s life and questioned 
why He chose to be generous to them in a way that you have not seen in your life? The 
generosity of the Father should lead us to become experts on what God has given instead 
of a hyper awareness of what we don’t have; what we want and have not been given; or 
what we feel we deserve.

The Bible is clear that we were all enemies of God, not just vulnerable people 
(Romans 5:6-11). We intentionally rebelled against the Lord in our sin and have sought to put 
ourselves in His place. So we have all been recipients of a generosity we never deserved. 
We are the least worthy to receive His generosity. 
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Think about what this means to have un-comparable generosity toward your enemies. Think 
about who you believe is the least deserving of generosity. Maybe it’s a brutal dictator of a 
country that is oppressing the people and their wealth has been acquired on the backs of 
the people’s oppression. It could be members of a terror group that are currently 
committing unimaginable horrors against women and children at this very moment. Perhaps 
it’s a political opponent who stands in absolute opposition to everything you stand for or 
someone who has so deeply hurt and wounded you and shows no remorse for what they 
have done. Could you show generosity to someone so undeserving? The Lord does. 

God’s way was not to destroy the least deserving, but to send His Son to create a way out 
from under failures, shortcomings and rebellion to eradicate past sins, present struggles 
and future screw ups. He sent Jesus in the midst of our rebellion, as the most generous 
offering humanity could ever receive. Nobody is too far from the generosity of God. All the 
broken are welcome at the Lord’s table of generosity. 

This generosity of the Lord opens the door to peace. The presence of Jesus — born in a 
manger, raised in obscurity and killed on a cross like a criminal — provides the avenue of 
eternal life to all the broken who would believe in Him, leading to eternal peace. To know 
that we have a Father who was so generous to send His Son to die for us, should give such 
great peace that we can trust Him with whatever tomorrow holds. If the Lord cares this 
much about our eternal security, it is clear that He cares about what happens today 
and tomorrow. 

As you spend time this week celebrating the peace we have in Christ, remember the 
generosity of the Father in the manger, at the cross and in Jesus’ future return. Seek to live 
a life of gratitude as a recipient of the most generous gift you could ever receive. 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful (Colossians 3:15, NIV).
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REFLECTION
When was someone really generous to you? Have you ever been surprised by someone’s 
generosity to you? When? Why was it surprising? 

Have you ever been generous to someone you believe does not deserve it? Is there 
someone in your life right now, that you can be generous to that you do not believe is 
worthy of generosity? Find a way this week to be generous to them and be reminded that 
the Lord was generous to you while you were an enemy of His. Confess where you have 
judged others as less than worthy of God’s generosity and ask the Lord to show you how to 
follow His example of generosity not based on merit. 

Has there been a time when you were jealous of God’s generosity to someone else? Is your 
life characterized by gratitude for the Lord’s generosity to you or frustration over His 
generosity to someone else? Spend some time writing out the times the Lord has been 
generous to you and pray, in gratitude, thanking the Lord for all He has done. Also pray for 
the Lord to change your heart to be grateful for all He is doing to be generous to other 
people. Celebrate His great compassion and generosity to the broken. 

How does the generosity of Jesus coming into the world lead to peace? If you look at your 
life over the past six months, is it characterized by peace or something else like anxiety, fear 
or stress? 

Who around you has not experienced the peace of Jesus Christ that is available to them 
through the generosity of the Lord? Be praying this week for opportunities to share the gift 
of Jesus with that person and for the Lord to be preparing your heart to be available in that 
moment to share the peace and generosity of Christ.
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FAMILY TIME

Set aside 15-20 minutes one night this week to talk about the hope that comes from Jesus 
as our greatest treasure. The only materials needed are five candles, matches, a piece of 
candy (treat) for every family member and a Bible. Before you gather as a family, already 
have the first candle lit.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Turn the lights out and have one member of the family light the second candle. As they are 
lighting the candle, let them know this candle represents “peace.” Have someone read the 
following verse:

Briefly talk about, as a family, that the God we serve is a God of peace and not chaos. 
Remind them that because Jesus came into the world, we have the opportunity for peace. 
We do not have to worry about tomorrow, but we can trust that just as Jesus came before, 
He will come again and that gives us great peace. (Turn the lights back on.) 

QUESTION
Ask these questions: Have you ever generously given something to someone else? How did 
it feel to be generous to someone else? Has someone ever given you something 
generously? How did that feel? 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:23, NIV).
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FAMILY ACTIVITY
Think about your kids and which one is most focused on things being “fair.” Ask that child if 
they would be willing to do something for a piece of candy (or something they like). Think of 
something they will be willing to do, but they consider hard (maybe a quick chore like taking 
out the trash, washing a couple of windows, sweeping the floor; or something like 20 
sit-ups, push-ups or jumping jacks). Make sure it is something they can do for a little while 
and then another kid can jump in and help with along the way. 

Once they get started, let them work at it for a bit by themselves so it will be clear they have 
done the most work. Then have them stop and ask the next kid if they would like to jump in 
and work as well for something. Have them work for a little while and then stop. 

If you have three kids, have the third jump in at this point. Keep this pattern going 
dependent on the number of kids you have. Parents can also jump in as well. Just keep one 
parent out as the person who is having them do the work and will be giving the treat. Once 
the last person jumps in, have them work for a short amount of time and then tell them they 
did a great job and it’s time for them to get their treats. The key is to have one kid doing 
proportionately more than others. The last kid should be doing very little work. 

Hand the first treat to the kid who started. Tell him thank you and give him the one treat you 
offered. Then give the second the exact same-size treat as the first and so on until all the 
kids have received the same treat. 

Some questions to ask:
To the kid who started working first: How do you feel about everybody else getting the 
same treat as you did for doing less work? 
To the kid who was last to work: How do you feel about getting the same treat as the others 
who worked a lot longer than you did? 
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SCRIPTURE READING 
Have someone read the following verses.

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 

sent them into his vineyard. “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others 
standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in 
my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. “He went out again 
about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. About five in 
the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, 
‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ “‘Because no one 

has hired us,’ they answered. “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 
vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call 
the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going 
on to the first.’ “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and 

each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected 
to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they 

received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These who were hired 
last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ “But he answered one 
of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same 
as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ “So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last” (Matthew 20:1-16, NIV).
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REFLECTION 
The landowner was very generous to give the same amount to every person who worked in 
his field that day. No matter who it was, the landowner longed to be generous. Talk about 
how the Lord is the same way and loves being generous to us. He sent Jesus into the world 
as a gift for every person who would believe in Him. No matter who we are, He wants to be 
generous to us, if we would receive the gift of Jesus Christ. Talk about how God is not 
generous because of what we do. We do not work to earn God’s favor. God is generous 
to us because He loves us and wants us to know Him. Jesus coming into the world is an 
expression of God’s love for people. 

Talk with your kids about how this generosity leads to peace. Since we know God sent His 
Son to die for us, we can be confident that He cares about every single day of our lives. He 
is not simply generous in the big; He is generous in the small. As we celebrate Jesus 
coming as a baby in a manger, it is a reminder of God’s generosity and we do not have to 
worry about tomorrow. We simply get to be grateful! 

WORD OF THE WEEK
Tell your kids the word of the week is “generous.” Make this a fun way to keep the
conversations going about our peace being in the great generosity of the Lord. Try to use 
the word “generous” as often as you can so your kids will start using it as well. As you use 
it and your kids use it, find ways to make the most of those moments and remind them that 
the God who loves them has been so generous to them in sending Jesus so they can live in 
peace. They do not have to try and work for God’s favor. As they believe and trust in Jesus, 
they have the full favor of God. This allows them in turn to live generous lives as people who 
have been given great generosity. 
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PRAYER
Have one family member say a prayer thanking God for sending Jesus as a picture of His 
generosity to every person.



Week 3: Joy



2726

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2:9-11, NIV).

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay 
in darkness (John 12:46, NIV).
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How do you know what someone else really believes? How do you know what you truly 
believe apart from what you say you believe? 

The best way to know what someone believes is to watch their life and see how they live. 
What someone does is a reflection of what they believe. At the very least, their life is a 
reflection of how strongly they believe something. 

Abraham Lincoln believed so strongly in the freedom of all people and the unity of the 
nation that he led the country into a civil war. Neil Armstrong believed so strongly we should 
go to the moon that he invested the exorbitant amount of training time and endured the 
incredible risks to be the first person to walk on the surface of the moon. Galileo believed 
so strongly that the earth revolved around the sun, and not the other way around, that he 
was found to be suspect of heresy and placed on house arrest for the remainder of his life. 

Their depth of belief directed the way these men spent their lives and the sacrifices they 
endured because of those beliefs. In the same way, what you believe about your role in 
your family affects how you invest in your family. What you believe about the value of 
people comes out in the way you interact and serve others. What you believe about the 
purpose of your life shapes the way you spend your time every day. Our beliefs come out in 
our actions. 

Matthew 21:28-32 points out the difference between following with our words and following 
with our lives. The people who were considered the worst of society changed their actions 
to align with what they believed to be right and true while those considered the best in 
society gave verbal agreement with what was right and true and yet did not believe enough 
to give their lives to what was right and true. James 1:22-25 speaks to the reality of knowing 
what is true and not surrendering and living according to what is true. 
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The baby in the manger is a constant reminder of God’s call for each person to believe and 
trust in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. Jesus came into the world as the only 
way to enter the kingdom of heaven (John 14:6). Only those who truly believe in Jesus will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, no matter who they are or what they have done, or how good 
they seem to be. It is only through believing and trusting in Jesus. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? Look at your life and see if your actions align with what you 
say you believe. Your response to Jesus coming into the world ought to be one of great joy! 
The Lord has provided a way for you to enter the kingdom of God. So we celebrate, in joy, 
the opportunity to believe in Jesus Christ as the one who came into the world, died on a 
cross and rose again so we might believe in Him, follow Him and be saved. 

When what you say you believe about Jesus Christ is affirmed by the way you live, the joy of 
the Lord will be overwhelming. 
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REFLECTION
What are some things you believe most strongly about? How has the way you live been 
proof of this strong belief? 

Look at Matthew 21:28-32; which of the sons are you most like? If you have given the Lord 
your verbal yes, but you have not surrendered your life to Him, take some time to pray, 
confess your brokenness and surrender your life to Jesus as the only way to be right 
with God. 

What evidence from your life points to a belief and a trust in Jesus Christ? 

Is your life characterized by joy? How has your belief and trust in Jesus brought joy in your 
life? Name a time when your relationship with Jesus brought joy even though your 
circumstances were difficult. 

Continue to pray for someone who does not know the life-saving belief and trust in Jesus 
Christ. Ask the Lord to work in their hearts, open doors and give you the strength to take 
the opportunities to share the joy of Jesus Christ with them. 
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FAMILY TIME

Set aside 15-20 minutes one night this week to talk about the hope that comes from Jesus 
as our greatest treasure. The materials needed are five candles, matches, a Bible, a 
blindfold, a chair and a couple of other household items. Read through the “Family Time” 
section and light the first two candles before you gather as a family. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Turn the lights out and have one member of the family light the third candle. As they are 
lighting the candle, let them know this candle represents “joy.” Have someone read the 
following verses: 

Briefly talk about how the good news that causes great joy is that Jesus was coming. Jesus 
was going to be the rescuer and He is our rescuer. He has made a way for us to be right 
with God by believing and trusting in Him. This is incredible news we should celebrate 
together! (Turn the lights back on.)

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2:9-11, NIV).

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay 
in darkness (John 12:46, NIV).
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QUESTIONS
What is something you believe is true? (Parents — give some examples of things you 
believe to be true.) Is there anything you say you believe but the way you live doesn’t really 
show it? (Older kids.) 

FAMILY ACTIVITY
For this activity, you will need a blindfold, a chair (or something they can sit in easily that will 
hold them up) and two other items that will collapse if someone sits on them (a gym bag, a 
flimsy box, whatever you can find in your house). 

Read James 1:22-25 as a family from your Bible. Talk with your kids about how what we 
really believe comes out in what we do. Ask if someone wants to help demonstrate this. 
Once someone volunteers, tell them you are going to bring out a few objects and let them 
see if they believe each object will hold them. If they believe it will, then they will sit down, if 
they do not believe it will hold them, they do not sit down. 

Once they get the idea, and before you bring out the items, show them the blindfold. Give 
them this little wrinkle as a fun surprise addition to the game. Once they are blindfolded, 
bring out the items and one by one, bring them over to the kid who is blindfolded. Start with 
the chair. Do not let them touch it, but give them one clue and put it directly behind them 
where they will sit in it if they sit down. Ask them if they believe the item will hold them. If 
they say yes, then tell them to sit down. The chair will hold them. If they say no, ask them 
why they said no and then move on to the next item. 
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Have them stand back up and switch the chair out with one of the other items that will 
collapse. Give them one hint and ask them if they believe it will hold them up. If they say 
yes, have them sit down. (Be safe! Make sure there is nothing behind them they can fall into 
and get hurt. Be right there next to them.) When they sit down, the item will collapse under 
them and they will fall down to the ground. If they say no, ask them why they said no and 
move on to the next item. 

Have them stand back up and switch out with the other item that will collapse. Give them 
one hint and ask if they believe it will hold them up. If they say yes, have them sit down. 
(Once again, be safe.) When they sit down, the item will collapse and they will go to 
the ground. 

At this point, take the blindfold off and show them the three items. Ask them to pick 
one item they believe can hold them and have them go sit on it. Then ask some 
additional questions. 

QUESTIONS 
Did everything hold (name of kid who was blindfolded)? Ask them directly — how did it feel 
when you sat in the chair? How did it feel when you sat on the other items? Why did you 
choose to sit on the (item they chose to sit on at the end) when you could see? 

Make the point that there was one thing that was worth believing in and trusting that it 
would hold them up. In the same way, Jesus is the one we are to believe and trust in to find 
great joy. 
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SCRIPTURE READING
Have someone read the following verses: 

REFLECTION
One son did not want to obey, but he did. The other son said he would obey and he 
didn’t. The second son did not believe that what his father told him was worth trusting 
and believing. 

So just as you believed in the chair and sat down because of your belief in the chair’s 
strength, we also believe in Jesus that He came to earth, lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sin and came back to life three days later. He did this so we can believe in Him 
and follow His leadership of our lives. 

What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he 
changed his mind and went. “Then the father went to the other son and said the 

same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. “Which of the two did what 
his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw 
this, you did not repent and believe him (Matthew 21:28-32, NIV).

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God (John 1:12, NIV).
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Talk with your family about the great joy that comes in knowing God has provided the way 
for us to know Him. Reiterate to your kids that Jesus is the gift God has given so we might 
have incredible joy and there is nothing else in the world that can bring the joy that believing 
in Jesus can. Ask your kids if they have believed and trusted in Jesus. Explain to them what 
it means to believe and trust in Jesus.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Tell your kids the word of the week is “believe.” Make this a fun way to keep the 
conversations going about how God has provided the way for joy to come through 
believing in Jesus alone. Try to use the word “believe” as often as you can so your kids will 
start using it as well. As you use it and your kids use it, find ways to make the most of those 
moments and remind them that the God who loves them sent His Son so they might have 
great joy through believing in Him. 

PRAYER 
Have one family member say a prayer thanking God for sending Jesus as the way for us to 
know God. Ask for the Lord to help each person in the family come to believe and trust in 
Jesus Christ and find the joy that can only be found in Him. 



Week 4: Love
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For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10, NIV).

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

(John 1:14, NIV).
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What is the most valuable thing you’ve lost? 

When you lose something, you tend to look for it. But the length of time you spend 
searching is directly tied to the value of what has been lost. If you lose a penny, you 
might spend a few seconds looking around and then go about your business if you 
don’t find it quickly. If you lose a $100 bill, you will spend much longer looking for it. 

Maybe a sock is missing from a matched pair after coming out of the laundry. It bothers you 
for a little while and then you just give in to the fact that the laundry monster ate another 
sock. But if your best suit or dress goes missing, a lot more effort is put into finding them. 

Perhaps a tool gets lost from the tool box and you like your tools in their place. You search 
for it and look all over. Eventually you give up the search after a few days of trying to find it. 
But if one of your kids goes missing, you will unleash every resource you have to make sure 
you find them and no amount of time and no barrier will stop you from seeking to find 
that child. 

The value is seen in the search. 

God clearly loves people. His value on people is seen in His pursuit by sending His Son into 
the world to seek and to save the lost. He would stop at nothing, including offering His Son 
as a sacrifice, to bring His people home. 

As you read through Luke 15, notice how each time the lost was found, the response was 
to rejoice and celebrate. This is the picture of the love the Lord has for the ones that are lost 
and become found. 
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Think about the familiar verse, John 3:16 (NIV): “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him, will not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
God loves you so much that He sent His Son to die for you so you would no longer have 
to be lost. God loves your neighbor so much that He sent His Son to die for them so they 
would no longer have to be lost. Fill in the blank … God loves                        so much that 
He sent His Son to die for them so they no longer have to be lost.

Let that sink in this week …

You were lost. You are loved. The Lord did everything for you to be found. 

Rejoice and celebrate the coming of Jesus as one who is no longer lost, but has 
been found! 
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REFLECTION 
What have you lost that you searched the longest to find? What were you feeling in the 
midst of the search? 

How confident are you that you are no longer lost? Recount when you believed and trusted 
in Jesus Christ. What is the evidence in your life of your belief and trust in Jesus Christ? 

If you’re honest, do you have a heart for other lost people? When was the last time you 
shared the good news of Jesus with someone else? What are the barriers keeping you from 
seeking out the lost? 

How has the Lord’s love for you and sacrifice through Christ changed your life? What is 
different about you because of the love the Lord has lavished on you? 

How can you be a reflection of God’s love to someone else leading up to Christmas? Write 
out some specific ways you can reflect the love of the Lord to some other people. 

Ask the Lord to increase your love and burden for those that are lost. You may need to ask 
the Lord to reveal to you if you are truly found or simply playing a game pretending to be 
found, when you are really lost seeking to live for yourself and not believing and trusting in 
Jesus Christ. 
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FAMILY TIME

Set aside 15-20 minutes one night this week to talk about the hope that comes from Jesus 
as our greatest treasure. The materials needed are five candles, matches and a Bible. Read 
through the “Family Time” section and have the first three candles lit before you gather as 
a family.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Turn the lights out and have one member of the family light the fourth candle. As they are 
lighting the candle, let them know this candle represents “love.” Have someone read the 
following verses: 

Briefly talk about how the Lord’s love for them is so great that He sent His Son into the 
world so they do not have to be lost anymore. God loves them so much He did all the work 
for them to be found. This is what we celebrate during the Advent season; the coming of 
Jesus because of God’s great love. (Turn the lights back on.) 

QUESTIONS
Have you ever lost something important? What did you do when you lost it? 

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him, will not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16, NIV).

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10, NIV).
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FAMILY ACTIVITY
Play a game of hide-and-go-seek as a family. Have one person be the counter and have 
everyone else go hide. Allow your kids to dictate how many rounds you play. Every kid may 
want to be the counter, or they may want to hide in pairs or with you. They may only want 
to play once. Whatever works best for your family. (Older kids likely won’t want to play so 
simply use the illustration of hide-and-go-seek as an example of how the Lord comes to 
find us.) 

When you sense the kids are about done, play one last round and you as the parent be the 
person counting. This time, be very intentional about finding each kid and when you find 
them use some combination of the words “you were lost, but I came and found you.” 

Gather back in your meeting spot. 

SCRIPTURE READING
Have someone read the following verses from your Bible: 

 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the 
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent (Luke 15:1-7, NIV).
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Have someone else read:

(For older kids, you might read Luke 15:11-32 and talk about the lost son. You can play out 
topics like a desire to do our own thing and to want the blessings but to be in charge and 
not under someone else’s authority. You might even share with them an appropriate story 
from your life like this. You can also bring up the older brother who was jealous because of 
the father’s compassion and kindness to the lost son. Discuss how you love and serve the 
lost the way the Lord does and not become jealous of the Lord’s compassion.) 

REFLECTION
Ask the kids what was lost and what happened when it was found. They celebrated and 
rejoiced! Talk with your kids about the great love the Lord has for them and how He sent 
Jesus as the way for them to be found. 

Remind them that the things that are most valuable to us, we search the hardest for. God 
gave His Son so they would not have to stay lost. That’s the most valuable sacrifice the Lord 
could make. They are so special to the Lord that He would do anything to make a way for 
them to no longer be lost. 

Talk with them about how what we celebrate at Christmas is the gift of Jesus so we do not 
have to live as people who are lost, but as people who are loved and have been found 
by God! 

Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she 

calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 
lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels 

of God over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:8-10, NIV).
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WORD OF THE WEEK
Tell your kids the word of the week is “lost.” Make this a fun way to keep the conversations 
going about how God, in His unending love, has provided a way for us to be found through 
Jesus. Try to use the word “lost” as often as you can so your kids start to use it as well. For 
this week, make sure you also reiterate that we don’t celebrate being lost but we celebrate 
being found. It is important for them to recognize we are all lost apart from Jesus Christ, but 
we want that awareness of being lost to be transferred to a reality and an understanding of 
being found. As you use the word “lost,” find ways to make the most of those moments and 
remind them they are so loved by God that He did not want to leave them as lost, but He 
made a way for them to be found in Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER
Have one family member say a prayer thanking God that He loves us so much He sent 
Jesus to the earth so we do not have to stay lost, but can be found.





Christmas Eve orChristmas Day
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Set aside 10-15 minutes on Christmas Eve or Christmas day to talk about God’s faithfulness 
in sending Jesus as our rescuer. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Have one person light the candles from the first four weeks, remembering together what 
you have learned about God’s faithfulness during Advent. (The treasure has come to us so 
we might have great hope. The generosity of God seen in Jesus leads to great peace. If you 
believe in Jesus and trust in Him, there is joy that nothing else can give. Because of God’s 
love for us, He sent Jesus to make a way so we do not have to be lost anymore but we can 
be found.) 

SCRIPTURE READING
Have one person read the following passage out loud: 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So 
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 

she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. And there were 

shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 
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But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
 and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 

told (Luke 2:1-20, NIV).
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LIGHT THE CHRIST CANDLE
Have one person light the Christ candle in the middle. While they are lighting it, go around 
the family and ask each family member something they have learned about Jesus during 
this Advent season. 

Have an adult read this verse: 

Remind your family that Jesus is the light that leads to life. We find our hope, our peace, our 
joy and true love in Him. 

PRAYER
Have an adult pray and thank the Lord for the gift of Jesus Christ and what it means for Him 
to be the light of the world. Thank the Lord for Jesus’ first coming and ask Him to lead you 
to live in anticipation of His second coming. 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life

(John 8:12, NIV).



Appendix A
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES DURING THE ADVENT SEASON

The hope and goal for believing parents in raising their children is to point them to the 
gospel of Jesus continually in hopes that God will save them. This can seem like an 
overwhelming task at times. Where do we start? What do we do? How do we point our 
children to Jesus in the everyday rhythm of life? 

To help answer these questions, we want parents to consider two areas of life during the 
Advent season as they think about leading their families. 

TIME — Create intentional time in the rhythm of your family’s life to think about, talk about 
and live out the gospel. 

MOMENTS — Capture and leverage moments in the course of everyday life for the purpose 
of gospel-centered conversations. 

In an effort to help families focus on time and moments during the Advent season, we have 
provided some additional activities in both of these areas. Let these ideas be a starting 
point for you and your family. Take some time to think through and come up with your own 
ways you can be intentional as a family during this Advent season. 

Activities to help you create intentional time: 

• Make a set of Christmas ornaments to remind you of Jesus’ birth.

• If each person in your family has specific ornaments that are theirs, as you put them 
on the tree, ask everyone to share which one they treasure most and why. (Ties well 
with Week 1.) 
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• Make an Advent wreath together and talk about what each candle represents. 
HOPE
PEACE
JOY
LOVE
CHRIST (in the middle)
 

• Over dinner, talk about promises that you have made to people and promises 
people have made to you. Talk about the promises God has made to His children 
and why we can trust Him. Draw out the promise that God would send His Son, and 
He did. Then talk about that God has promised to send His Son again and since He 
has kept all of His promises, we look forward in hope to Jesus’ second coming. 

• Idea for Week 1 — As you talk about treasure, go find some geocaches and leave 
behind a Christmas message of hope for the next person to find. 

• Set aside time and ask your kids who they would like to be generous to that day. Let 
them come up with the plan and then as a family, carry out their plan of generosity. 
As you go and as you head home, talk about the Lord’s generosity toward them in 
sending Jesus. (Ties well with Week 2.)

• Pick up the Merry Christmas With Love shopping list and as a family, go shop for 
the items needed. Let your kids help pick and be involved in the process. Talk about 
your being generous because the Lord has been so much more generous to us by 
sending Jesus. (Ties well with Week 2.)



5352

• Idea for Week 2 — As you talk about being generous, clean out your closets and 
take clothes to the Salvation Army or have a garage sale as a family (or several 
families) and give the proceeds to a ministry. 

• Idea for Week 2 — Find a ministry like World Vision and purchase an animal for a 
family in another country to help them survive or sponsor a child through 
Compassion International. 

• Bake cookies and while you wait, talk about what it means to wait for Jesus’ return. 
Ask them how they feel about waiting and how great the cookies will taste when 
they’re done. Reiterate how much better it will be for those who believe in Jesus 
when He returns. 

• Have your kids come up with awards they want to give out as you go look at 
Christmas decorations. (Best lights, best snowman, prettiest decorations, etc. 
Whatever they come up with.) Have them make a craft award (a paper plate 
decorated like a medal). Then go driving around looking at the decorations and have 
the kids pick who gets their award. If they are willing, go with your kids up to the 
door, knock and have your kid present their award. As you get back in the car, talk 
with your kids about how God loves that person and He sent Jesus to the world so 
they would have a chance to believe in Him. Pray together for that person, that they 
would either come to believe in Jesus Christ or if they already do believe, that they 
would love and serve Him. (Ties well with Week 3.)
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• Go on a grocery store scavenger hunt for ingredients for dinner at some point this 
season. Give each child a few items they are specifically looking for as you walk 
through the store. As you prepare dinner together, talk about the fact that many 
people throughout your community and the world will go without food that day. Ask 
them how can we love, care for and be generous to these people while we wait for 
Jesus’ return? Find a way to implement at least one of their ideas. 

• If you put up a nativity set, find a way to be intentional. If you put it up all at once, 
talk about the nativity story as you put each piece up. You can also put a few pieces 
up each week and talk about those pieces of the story each week until Christmas, 
then put Jesus in the manger Christmas day and talk about why Jesus came into the 
world and why you celebrate His coming. 
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Ideas for capturing teachable moments: 

• As you put lights on the Christmas tree, turn off all the other lights in the room and 
talk about how the light pushes out the darkness. Talk about how Jesus is the light 
of the world (John 8:12) and His coming has provided a way of escape from 
the darkness. 

• As your kids talk about how excited they are about Christmas getting closer, ask 
them why they are excited and what they are anticipating the most. Remind them 
that we can also live in great anticipation of Jesus’ second coming. 

• Have a kid-friendly nativity set your kids can play with. As they play, retell the 
Christmas narrative and ask them about what it means that Jesus came into 
the world. 

• As you are out shopping, talk about all the “treasures” people are shopping for in 
the store. Talk about how all those treasures are exciting for a little while, but will 
eventually get old and stop satisfying. Remind them that Jesus is the only treasure 
that gives lasting hope and fulfillment. 

• If you are planning to travel over the holidays, talk about how you are intentionally 
planning, preparing and packing for your Christmas vacation. Ask your kids what are 
some things you can do to intentionally be preparing for Jesus’ second coming.

 
• Ask the Lord to help keep your eyes open for teachable moments this 

Advent season. 



Appendix B
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Below are several resources that can supplement and bless your time of reflection, study 
and worship during the Advent season. 

“The Advent Book”
JACK AND KATHY STOCKMAN
This simple and beautifully illustrated book walks through Advent with a series of doors, one 
to open each day, revealing the story of Jesus’ coming. 

“The Advent Jesse Tree”
DEAN LAMBERT SMITH
Twenty-five daily devotions that are intended to prepare adults and kids for the coming of 
the Savior. Each day has the opportunity to make an ornament as a representative symbol 
of the story of Jesus’ coming. On Christmas day, you will have reminders of 25 Bible 
stories that led up to Jesus’ birth. 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: Experiencing the Peace and Promise of Christmas”
EDITED BY NANCY GUTHRIE
A collection of short Advent reflections, this book would serve as a good resource for daily 
devotional reading through the month of December. 

“Treasuring Christ in Our Traditions”
NOEL PIPER
Addressing traditions beyond just the Advent season, this book provides great ideas for 
establishing family rhythms and rituals that honor Jesus. 
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“Advent Foretold”
WANDA SANSERI
Featuring daily Bible readings centered on the Messiah’s coming. Old Testament 
prophecies regarding the birth of Christ are the focus for December 1-16, while the 
readings for December 17-31 are from the New Testament and reveal the precise 
fulfillment of each prophecy! Discovering that one Person fulfilled all these prophecies 
really strengthens our faith in Him! Wanda suggests Christmas carols to enhance each
New Testament reading in her insightful book. 

SUGGESTED ADVENT BOOKS FOR FAMILY STORY TIME AND BIBLE STUDIES

Although there are many books available for celebrating Advent, there are three superb 
books by Arnold Ytreeide — “Jotham’s Journey,” “Bartholomew’s Passage” and “Tabitha’s 
Travels.” The plots are intriguing and filled with beneficial spiritual insights.

Ytreeide’s books are narrations of stories set in the times of Roman occupation of Israel, 
detailing the days surrounding the birth of the Messiah. The readings for each day in Advent 
are comprised of a suspenseful historical fiction section, a Bible study section and directed 
prayer. Instructions for making an Advent wreath are included.

“Jotham’s Journey” 
This is the first in the series. It begins when 10-year-old Jotham runs “away from his father’s 
tents in a moment of anger. As he journeys through Palestine in search of his nomadic 
home, Jotham is helped by a fool, a priest, a zealot and a wise man. Chased by a gang of 
thieves, thrown from one ‘foster parent’ to another, Jotham slowly discovers the miracle of 
the first Christmas, and some miraculous things about his own life and his own family.” 
A fantastic book!
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“Bartholomew’s Passage”
This is the next book in this spell-binding series. “Follow Bartholomew as Roman soldiers 
destroy his village and disperse his family, through his enslavement to a tyrannical master 
and his escape with his new friend Nathan, to his reunion with his family and a wonderful 
climax in Bethlehem. Along the way, Bartholomew makes a new pal.”

“Tabitha’s Travels”
This is the final book of the Ytreeide Advent trilogy. “Curious, competent and courageous 
Tabitha is the daughter of Eliakim, a shepherd who is taking his family on caravan to his 
birthplace. Along the way, she meets and becomes friends with Jotham and Bartholomew, 
watches as Romans take her father prisoner, spends time with Zechariah and Elizabeth, 
rescues her father, helps Mary and Joseph just before Christ’s birth and ends her travels 
with the wonderful climax at the stable in Bethlehem.”

You may even want to read “Advent Foretold” in the evening and one of Ytreeide’s books in 
the morning!



Appendix C
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ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES FOR STUDY AND REFLECTION

Advent is about Christ and His two comings — the first in humility, the second in glory; the 
first in condescension, the second in exaltation; the first for forgiveness, the second for 
judgment. The passages below speak to the person and work of Jesus in His first coming 
and the promise of His second. May the Lord strengthen, encourage, awaken and restore 
us as we behold Him in His Word.

Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him—
a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,

a Spirit of counsel and strength,
a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

His delight will be in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge

by what He sees with His eyes,
He will not execute justice

by what He hears with His ears,
but He will judge the poor righteously

and execute justice for the oppressed of the land.
He will strike the land

with discipline from His mouth,
and He will kill the wicked

with a command from His lips.
Righteousness will be a belt around His loins;

faithfulness will be a belt around His waist (Isaiah 11:1-5, HCSB).



61

The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was 

pregnant by the Holy Spirit. So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and 
not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. But after he 
had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 

because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to 
a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their 

sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet:

See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him 
Immanuel, which is translated “God is with us.” When Joseph got up from sleeping, 
he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. He married her but did not know 

her intimately until she gave birth to a son. And he named Him Jesus 
(Matthew 1:18-25, HCSB).
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In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through Him, and 
apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created. Life was in Him 

and that life was the light of men. That light shines in the darkness, yet the darkness 
did not overcome it.

The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, 
the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth 

(John 1:1-5,14, HCSB).

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For everything 
was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together. He is 
also the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that He might come to have first place in everything. For God was pleased 
to have all His fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile everything to 

Himself by making peace through the blood of His cross—whether things on earth 
or things in heaven. Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of 
your evil actions. But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His 

death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him 
(Colossians 1:15-22, HCSB).
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If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by thinking the 

same way, having the same love, sharing the same feelings, focusing on one goal. 
Do nothing out of rivalry or conceit, but in humility consider others as more 

important than yourselves. Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of others. Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, 

who, existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as something 
to be used for His own advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the 

form of a slave, taking on the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in 
His external form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death 
— even to death on a cross. For this reason God highly exalted Him and gave Him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will 

bow — of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth — and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 

(Philippians 2:1-11, HCSB).
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Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in 
different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has 

appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him. The Son is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of His nature, sustaining all things 

by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. So He became higher in rank than the angels, just as 

the name He inherited is superior to theirs (Hebrews 1:1-4, HCSB).

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea no longer existed. I also saw the Holy City, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned 
for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look! God’s dwelling is 
with humanity, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself 

will be with them and be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
Death will no longer exist; grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer, because the 

previous things have passed away. Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look! 
I am making everything new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful 

and true” (Revelation 21:1-5, HCSB).
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Both the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” Anyone who hears should say, “Come!” 
And the one who is thirsty should come. Whoever desires should take the living 

water as a gift (Revelation 22:17, HCSB).

He who testifies about these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen! Come, 
Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:20, HCSB).
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