
DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

MAY 29TH – JUNE 2ND 

This week the daily devotionals will cover select passages of 

Scripture that have to do with “putting on the new” so that 

we’re best positioned to experience the GREATER life that 

is in Christ. 

Each devotional consists of three sections: 

1. Key Passage 

2. Key Thought 

3. Application 

The key passage is a selected passage of Scripture that will 

further explore the theme from Sunday’s message. The key 

thought will help to expound on the idea of the text. The 

application section will offer you an idea of how you can 

pray or apply the passage to your daily life. 

These devotionals aren’t meant to supplant or replace any 

current system you have in place for a daily devotional time. 

They may, however, be a great start if you don’t currently 

have a system of spending daily time with the Lord.  

If you miss a few days, the devotionals are short enough for 

you to catch up on what you missed when you’re able to 

pick it back up. We hope you benefit from this resource! 



DAY 26 – MAY 29 

KEY PASSAGE – EPHESIANS 6:10-20 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. [11] Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. [12] For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. [13] Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm. [14] Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, [15] and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 
[16] In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; [17] 
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, [18] praying at all times in the 
Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints, [19] and also for me, that words may be given to me in 
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 
gospel, [20] for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I 
may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” 

KEY THOUGHT – WHERE THE BATTLE LIES 

One of the things you learn when sharing your faith is that 
spiritual warfare is real. Our battle isn’t against flesh & 
blood. It’s always against the powers we cannot see. That’s 
why prayer is such an important factor when engaging in 
personal evangelism. Without it, we are going into battle 
without any real preparation. 



That’s unwise and unnecessary. God does not send us into 
battle against Satan without divine assistance. In fact, when 
we are willing to respond to his grace, he dresses us in his 
own armor. The imagery contained in this passage comes 
from the book of Isaiah, where the Lord and his Messiah are 
arrayed for battle (Isa. 11:4–5; 52:7; 59:17).  

Our posture is almost entirely defensive. We are told to 
“stand” (Eph. 6:11, 13, 14), knowing that Christ has already 
won the victory. We war against Satan’s lies & accusations 
with the truth of the Gospel. We fight the fight of faith by 
believing that it is the cross that brings us peace. Our 
salvation is secure and the Lord is our righteousness.  

Our one offensive weapon is the sword of the Spirit, the 
Word of God. God’s Word is what Jesus used when facing 
temptation in the wilderness. In like fashion, we should 
remind ourselves of the great promises of God in his Word 
when engaging a lost world with the Gospel. 

Whatever the battle, the strength of our might is never in 
ourselves. It’s always in the Lord. “Putting on the armor” 
every day will help us remember these things and be more 
effective in advancing the kingdom. 

APPLICATION 

If you’re the creative type, draw a soldier wearing armor & 

indicate each item according to this passage. Visualize 

yourself putting on the armor of God. Think about what your 

day holds. How will putting on “the armor” make you more 

successful in honoring the Lord & more effective in 

advancing His kingdom? Give thanks to God for the armor. 



DAY 27 – MAY 30 

KEY PASSAGE – EPHESIANS 5:15-21 

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
[16] making the best use of the time, because the days are 
evil. [17] Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is. [18] And do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, [19] 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart, [20] giving thanks always and for everything to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, [21] 
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 

KEY THOUGHT – WISE WALKING 

Because we live in dark times, we need frequent reminders 
to wake up (v. 14) and to watch out (v. 15). This means 
discerning what is pleasing to the Lord (v. 10) and walking in 
countercultural obedience to him: not unwise, but wise (v. 
15); not foolish, but understanding (v. 17); not drunk on 
wine, but filled with the Spirit (v. 18). The world wants to 
press us into its mold (Rom. 12:2), but we have been given a 
different pattern. 

As Christians, we no longer have to fear falling under the 
wrath of God. Even so, living a life of sin will have negative 
effects on ourselves and on those closest to us. That’s why 
the Scripture encourages us to live a holy life. In addition to 
living a life of holiness, it’s also necessary that we pursue a 
life of wisdom. Paul’s encouragement in this passage ties 
both of those things together. That’s what it looks like to 
understand the will of the Lord. 



So much of God’s will is already revealed. It’s living how He 
has already told us to live. What we do isn’t nearly as 
important as who we are and how we do it. Our character 
matters more than our choice of colleges or a career. On 
matters that aren’t already revealed, we need wisdom.  

In verse 18 Paul encourages us to be filled with the Spirit. 
He explains the Spirit-filled life with four different 
participles. (1) speaking to one another in songs, (2) singing 
in your own heart, (3) giving thanks to God, & (4) submitting 
to one another. It’s interesting to see the connection 
between music and a Spirit-filled life. 

Psalms, hymns, & spiritual songs have a unique way of 
taking the truth of Scripture and engaging the affections of 
our heart. God designed the connection between creative 
arts and the soul. That’s why the singing portion of a 
worship service is so important. Music engages the heart 
and increases the sway of the Holy Spirit over our lives. 

That’s not to say being filled with the Spirit is the same as 
just being emotional or spontaneous. The Spirit of God is 
always centered on the Word of God. He uses the truth of 
God’s Word to magnify and glorify Jesus. 

APPLICATION 

Where are you struggling to understand God’s will? Pray 
that God would give you wisdom to know what to do.  

Ask, in light of my past experience, current circumstances 
and future hopes and dreams, what is the wise thing for me 
to do in this situation? What scares you about that decision? 

Play your favorite worship song before stopping your devo. 



DAY 28 – MAY 31 

KEY PASSAGE – 1 PETER 3:13-17 

 “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 
good? [14] But even if you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, [15] but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 
it with gentleness and respect, [16] having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who 
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. [17] 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil.“ 

KEY THOUGHT 

1 Peter 3:15 is commonly quoted by Christian apologists as 
one of the clearest exhortations in the Scripture to defend 
the faith against those who would come against it. The 
phrase translated “make a defense” is the Greek word 
“apologia.” It’s where we get our English word apologetics. 

Giving an apologetic for the Christian faith isn’t saying “I’m 
sorry for being a Christian.” It literally means, “a word 
back.” Apo=back. Logia=word. You’re just giving someone 
a reason for why you believe what you believe. 

There’s a difference between knowing your faith to be true 
and showing your faith to be true. You can know your faith 
to be true merely through the inner witness of the Holy 
Spirit. God’s Spirit testifies with your spirit that you are a son 
or daughter or God. This knowledge doesn’t depend on 
empirical evidence or logical arguments. 



Showing your faith to be true, however, does require those 
type of things. Scripture encourages us to do both. We 
should know our faith to be true apart from arguments and 
evidence. However, we should also attempt to show our 
faith to be true when people ask us for a reason to believe. 

Today’s culture, in many respects, could be described as 
post-Christian. It’s not that people have a basically biblical 
worldview and just need answers to their questions. Rather, 
people have a basically unbiblical worldview and don’t even 
know what kinds of questions to ask. 

In today’s culture, evangelism may require more than just 
sharing your testimony or a basic Gospel presentation. It 
requires us to know the people with whom we converse. We 
need to know their worldview so that we can share the 
Gospel in a way that will make sense to them. 

A good way to diagnose a worldview is with 4 basic 
worldview questions. (1) How did we get here? (2) What’s 
wrong with the world? (3) How do we fix it? (4) What 
happens after we die? These questions will expose a 
person’s fundamental faith commitments. 

APPLICATION 

How would you answer those 4 basic worldview questions? 
Think of ways that you could ask these questions naturally in 
a conversation. 

Is there someone that you’re praying for to come to know 
Christ? What is their worldview? How could you give an 
apologetic that would be effective given how they think? 
Pray for God’s help to do so well.  



DAY 29 – JUNE 1 

KEY PASSAGE – 1 CORINTHIANS 5:6-13 

“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? [7] Cleanse out the old 
leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed. [8] Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with 
the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

[9] I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people—[10] not at all meaning the sexually 
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 
[11] But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone 
who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual 
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. [12] For what 
have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the 
church whom you are to judge? [13] God judges those 
outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

 KEY THOUGHT 

1 Corinthians 5 reminds us that God’s grace provides us 
with a power for holiness, not a license for sin. It also 
clarifies the question of when a Christian should judge. Our 
culture is quick to point out Jesus’ teaching of “judge not 
lest you be judged.” There’s actually more to it than that.  

While Christians have no business judging those who are 
“outside” the faith. We are given a clear responsibility to 
judge those who are “inside” the faith. Usually, church 
people reverse these two!  



This text gives two fundamental principles for Gospel living. 
First, where the gospel is at work, holiness will result. Those 
who profess faith in Christ are therefore not free to engage 
in immorality, sexual or otherwise (v. 11), and they must be 
disciplined when they persist in sin.  

The most severe form of discipline involves being cut off 
from the fellowship of the church. Yet the Gospel offers 
hope that even such offenders may one day be restored to 
full fellowship and “saved in the day of the Lord.” 

Second, the kind of holiness God desires cannot be 
produced apart from the Gospel. When the sinful patterns 
“of this world” surround us & tempt us to compromise, the 
proper response is to return to the unchanging grace of 
God. Why would we hold them to a standard that they 
never agreed to in the first place? God is the one who 
judges those outside the faith, not us. 

APPLICATION 

Do you find yourself sitting in judgment over those who are 
outside the Christian faith? Why is that? Why do you think 
Christians judge the outsiders instead of the insiders? Think 
about a time when you’ve done this and ask God to forgive 
you. Maybe call someone and apologize for your attitude. 

Is there someone in your life, a Christian person, who is 
clearly living in disobedience before the Lord? How could 
you lovingly approach that person so that you attempt to 
save them from their rebellion? 

Spend time grieving over the consequences of that person’s 
sin so that you approach them with the right kind of spirit.  



DAY 30 – JUNE 2 

KEY PASSAGE – MATTHEW 5:13-16 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
people's feet. [14] “You are the light of the world. A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  

KEY THOUGHT – LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

Matthew 5:13-16 is part of Jesus’ famous Sermon on the 
Mount. This sermon from Jesus gives believers a template 
for what a “Kingdom Life” looks like. While specific 
instructions follow this paragraph, Matthew, 5:13-16 offers a 
succinct summary of who we are in Christ and what we’re 
called to do through our obedient lives. 

The GREATER campaign has been about applying the 
victory & power behind the resurrection of Jesus to our 
everyday lives. We’ve sought to exchange the lesser life for 
which many of us settle, for with the GREATER life that is 
available to us in Christ. To do that, we must know, believe 
& deeply apply the Gospel to every area of our lives. 

Most of this series has explored what it looks like to apply 
the Gospel in our marriage or with our kids. We’ve look at 
settings like the workplace or among our unchurched friends 
and neighbors. Today’s text takes an overarching view. 



Living the GREATER life isn’t just so that we get more 
enjoyment or success out of our own lives. The GREATER 
life is evangelistic in that it points others to what they can 
have if they would repent and trust in Christ. A life that has 
been truly transformed by the Gospel really does shine 
bright. Through our lives, people will come to see and savor 
Jesus for who He really is. 

As you conclude this spiritual growth campaign and go on 
to what’s next in your spiritual journey, never forget the 
power of a transformed life. Our marriages, our families, our 
lifestyle among friends and co-workers are all to be for the 
glory of God and the advancement of His Kingdom. That is 
the great end of all our obedience as Christian people. The 
glory of God is our chief aim. 

APPLICATION 

So, let your light shine! Be salt in your family, among your 
friends and with your coworkers. Don’t let the spiritual 
progress that you’ve made over these past six weeks stop. 
Continue to grow in and demonstrate the life of Christ in all 
you do. The Lord will use you greatly! 

Look back over these past few months. Identify the area of 
greatest change in your life. ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
How do you think God is going to use this change in your 
life to advance his Kingdom?  

Spend time giving thanks to God for all that he has done. 
Pray that He would enable you to continue being salt & light 
in your sphere of influence. Do all you can to point others to 
Christ so that they will glorify your Father in heaven. 


