
DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

MAY 8TH – MAY 13TH 

This week the daily devotionals cover passages of Scripture 

that help you experience the GREATER life in marriage. If 

you’re married, consider doing these with your spouse. Or, 

consider talking with one another concerning what the Lord 

has shown you during the devotional times at the end of the 

week. If you’re single, you’ll still benefit greatly from these 

devotional times on the theme of love and marriage. 

Each devotional consists of three sections: 

1. Key Passage 

2. Key Thought 

3. Application 

By now, you know how each section is to be used. 

Remember, these devotionals aren’t meant to supplant or 

replace your current devotional time. They may, however, 

be a great start if you don’t currently have a system of 

spending daily time with the Lord.  

If you miss a few days, the devotionals are short enough for 

you to catch up on what you missed when you’re able to 

pick it back up. If you don’t currently pray with your spouse 

on a regular basis, consider doing so over these next five 

days. It could start a wonderful habit between you. 



DAY 11 – MAY 8 

KEY PASSAGE – GENESIS 2:18-25 

“Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” [19] 
Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them. And 
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 
name. [20] The man gave names to all livestock and to the 
birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for 
Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.  

[21] So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. [22] And the rib that the LORD God had 
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her 
to the man. [23] Then the man said, “This at last is bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.”  

[24] Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
[25] And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 
ashamed.” 

KEY THOUGHT – THE FOUNDATION OF MARRIAGE 

This passage gives us the foundation for marriage. It reveals 
several things. First, marriage has a divine origin. God 
created man and woman. Genesis 1:27 says “male & female 
he created them.” Our key passage today says that God 
created the woman to complement the man. After that, the 
LORD brought the woman to the man. He was his initiative 
and design. The Lord created marriage. 



Secondly, marriage is an exclusive union. The key passage 
uses the words leaving and cleaving. A man shall leave his 
father and mother and cleave to his wife. The two shall 
become one flesh. 

Lastly, marriage is a lasting union. For anyone who thought 
otherwise, Jesus made it plain in Matthew 19:6. After 
quoting Genesis 2:24 he said, “What therefore God has 
joined together, let not man separate.” 

Every marriage writes its own story in light of these realities. 
The key to a successful marriage is coming to that 
realization early on and living in such a way that your story 
together brings glory to God.  

APPLICATION 

If you are married, pray that God will help you build your 
marriage on this foundation. Pray that your marriage would 
be God-centered, exclusive, & life-long. If you’re single, 
pray your future marriage will be like this.  

What kind of story is your marriage writing right now? 

If your marriage was used by the Lord to show others the 
truth of the Gospel, what would it communicate? 

Write down three to four goals that you’d like your marriage 
to reach within the next five years. Pray that the Lord would 
make that possible and share these with your spouse. 

1.___________________________________________________ 
2.___________________________________________________ 
3.___________________________________________________ 
4.___________________________________________________ 



DAY 12 – MAY 9 

KEY PASSAGE – GENESIS 1:26-2:25 

“Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea & 
the birds of the heavens & over the livestock & over all the 
earth & over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male & female he created them. And God 
blessed them. God said to them, “Be fruitful & multiply & fill 
the earth & subdue it, & have dominion over the fish of the 
sea & over the birds of the heavens & over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28) 

“Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” Now 
out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of 
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to 
the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the 
man called every living creature, that was its name. [20] The 
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the 
heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there 
was not found a helper fit for him.”  

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.”  

Therefore a man shall leave his father & his mother & hold 
fast to his wife, & they shall become one flesh. And the man 

& his wife were both naked & were not ashamed.”  
(Genesis 2:18-25) 



KEY THOUGHT – THE PURPOSES OF MARRIAGE 

Yesterday we considered the foundation for marriage. Now 
let’s think about three different purposes for marriage. First, 
companionship. God saw that it was “not good for the man 
to be alone.” He let Adam look for companionship among 
the animals but he didn’t find anything to fulfill his need for 
companionship. So, God created woman. He brought her to 
the man. The two become one – companions. 

The second purpose of marriage is procreation. In 1:28 God 
says, “Be fruitful & multiply.” Marriage is uniquely capable 
of providing a context in which children can be raised. As 
husband and wife become one, children are given a safe 
and righteous setting in which they can flourish. 

The third purpose is sexual fulfillment. This is implied in Gen 
1-2. It is stated explicitly in 1 Corinthians 7:1-6. Sex is like 
fire and marriage a fireplace. Fire inside the fire place can 
keep the whole house warm. Outside the fireplace, it’ll burn 
the whole house down. The fulfillment sex gives is only fully 
and properly experienced in marriage. 

APPLICATION 

If you’re married, pray that God would make you and your 
spouse “one.” Is there anything that you’re doing to hinder 
God’s design that you be one? Repent. Confess that to 
someone you can trust. Serve your spouse so that the two of 
you can experience what God wants you to experience. 

If you’re single but plan to be married, pray that God would 
enable you to remain pure until your marriage. Pray that the 
purposes of marriage all be fulfilled in your future union. 



DAY 13 – MAY 10 

KEY PASSAGE – 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8A 

 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.“ 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8a) 

KEY THOUGHT – THE FUEL FOR MARRIAGE 

This passage is a favorite to be read at weddings and like 
occasions. Rightfully so. It describes the kind of love that will 
make a marriage flourish. Love, as defined by our culture, is 
“feeling-based, sex-laced & self-centered.” This kind of love 
will undermine God’s purposes for marriage, turn it toxic & 
eventually bring it to an end. 

Christian love is self-giving, not self-centered. It finds its 
source in God because God is love. This kind of love gives 
freely that which will benefit the beloved, even at personal 
cost to the lover. This kind of love was modeled for us at the 
cross. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one & 
only son…” (John 3:15) He gave what was most precious to 
Him so that we might be enriched - have eternal life. 

According to this passage, it doesn’t matter how gifted, 
influential, successful or generous we are. Without love, it’s 
all meaningless. Our key passage reminds us that love isn’t 
always a “feeling.” Most often, love is a choice. Love 
“does.” Love is a verb. Love chooses “to do” & “not to do.” 
(this passage mentions 8 “not to do’s” & 7 “to do’s.”) 



Love does not envy, boast, insist on its own way or rejoice at 
wrong-doing. It isn’t arrogant, rude, irritable or resentful. 
Love is patient, kind, & rejoices in the truth. Love bears, 
believes, hopes & endures all things. Love never ends. 

Each of these attributes is worthy of our attention and 
examination. How do you stack up against this definition of 
love? Do you find yourself practicing what love does & 
restraining yourself from what love doesn’t do?  

APPLICATION 

Read the paragraph at the top of this page one more time. 
Honestly ask yourself where you’re deficient when it comes 
to love. Write down the attribute that you believe is most 
absent from your life._________________________________.  

Whatever you wrote down, think of how God demonstrated 
that kind of love towards you in Christ. Think of a practical 
instance when God showed you that kind of love in the past 
12 months. Were you deserving of that at the time? Spend 
time thanking Him for his love towards you in that way. 

Now, write down the attribute of love you most need to 
demonstrate (to spouse, to child, etc) __________________. 
Consider a concrete way you can show that kind of love this 
week. Pray for God to open your eyes to possibilities if 
you’re having a tough time. Ask God to open the right kind 
of door so that you can show love in that way. 

Lastly, go back through the paragraph at the top of this 
page & think over how God has loved you in Christ in each 
of those ways. Give him thanks for his great love. Tonight, 
ask your spouse how you could love them better.  



DAY 14 – MAY 11 

KEY PASSAGE – 1 PETER 3:1-7 

“Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that 
even if some do not obey the word, they may be won 
without a word by the conduct of their wives, [2] when they 
see your respectful and pure conduct. [3] Do not let your 
adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting 
on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear—[4] but let your 
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the 
imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in 
God's sight is very precious. [5] For this is how the holy 
women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by 
submitting to their own husbands, [6] as Sarah obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you 
do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. 

[7] Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the 
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of 
life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.” 

 KEY THOUGHT 

Today’s passage has more instruction given to women than 
to men but the exhortations are equally important. 1 Peter 
was written to a group of Christians who were suffering. The 
general thrust of the letter is how we should apply the truth 
of the Gospel to our suffering.  

We probably don’t like thinking of marriage as a context in 
which we suffer but it is. What does it look like to apply the 
Gospel to your suffering in marriage? That’s what our key 
passage seeks to answer for both husbands and wives. 



You might think of your marriage as “God’s fitness center.” 
It will refine your faith so that it brings praise and glory to 
Jesus Christ. Don’t get bogged down into finger-pointing. 
It’s tough. Everybody suffers. Remember this: 

1) Marriage is a place to live out & display the Gospel. 
2) Marriage is a place for both partners to grow in grace. 

Wives may find themselves married to someone who isn’t a 
Christian. By their conduct, they are to seek to win their 
husband. Like most successful approaches to evangelism, 
the way to persuade isn’t through nagging or guilt-tripping. 
It’s through a humble and respectful spirit of love.  

Husbands are to honor their wives and live with them in an 
understanding way. (lit. according to knowledge.) Any spirit 
of superiority in the heart of a Christian man is groundless. 
Husbands and wives serve one another in love. Service may 
look different but in every case it’s done out of submission 
to Lord Jesus and love for the other. 

APPLICATION 

Wives are encouraged to be respectful, gentle, and pure in 
their attitude towards their husbands. If a lady, how have 
you been doing in this area? What needs to change? If a 
man, how can you encourage your spouse in these things? 

Husbands are to honor & understand their wives. If a man, 
do you honor your spouse or demonstrate a spirit of 
superiority? Do you feel like you adequately “know” your 
wife? How could you get to know her better? If a lady, how 
can you help your husband succeed in knowing you better? 
Pray that the Lord would help you in serving each other.  



DAY 15 – MAY 12 

KEY PASSAGE – EPHESIANS 5:22-33 

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. [23] 
For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. [24] 
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit in everything to their husbands. 

[25] Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church & 
gave himself up for her, [26] that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
[27] so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy & without blemish. [28] In the same way 
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He 
who loves his wife loves himself. [29] For no one ever hated 
his own flesh, but nourishes & cherishes it, just as Christ does 
the church, [30] because we are members of his body. [31] 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father & mother and hold 
fast to his wife, & the two shall become one flesh.” [32] This 
mystery is profound, & I am saying that it refers to Christ and 
the church. [33] However, let each one of you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.”  

KEY THOUGHT  

Verse 33 of this foundational passage on marriage is one of 
the most practical. Dr. Emerson Eggerichs has written a 
best-selling book based on this verse entitled “Love & 
Respect.” The thesis of the book is that men have a hard-
wired craving for respect whereas women have a hard-wired 
craving for love/affection. When we fight, or feel dissatisfied 
in our marriages, it usually boils down to 1 of those 2 things. 



Just as yesterday’s key text gave more instruction to wives, 
today’s key text gives more instruction to the husband. The 
love that husbands are to give to their wives is modeled 
after the love that Christ gave to the church. The submission 
that wives demonstrate towards their husbands is modeled 
after the submission that the church gives to Christ. 

Many couples have struggled with the teaching in this text 
because they think it’s unreasonable or overly one sided. If, 
however, we were to apply just this one passage to our 
marriages, it would radically change our marriage forever. 

APPLICATION 

The only way to serve your spouse in light of this teaching is 
if you’re doing so with the right motivation. Obedience in 
this area is never done firstly for the sake of the spouse. It’s 
always done for the sake of the Lord. 

How much of your thinking/acting towards your spouse is 
shaped by the fact that GOD has called you to these things? 
Spend some time reorienting yourself to that truth. 

You know your spouse. If a man, what concrete display of 
love & affection does she most need to receive from you? 
Write it down. ___________________________________Spend 
some time praying for God’s help to give it.   

If you’re a woman, what concrete display of respect does 
your husband need most? Write it down. _________________ 
___________________________Pray for God’s help to give it. 

Single/married: what about you is most likely to undermine 
the hard-wired craving of your (future) spouse? Pray for 
God’s help to be able to serve your (future) spouse well. 


