
DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

MAY 1ST – MAY 5TH 

This week the daily devotionals will cover select passages of 

Scripture that have to do with “putting on the new” so that 

we’re able to experience the GREATER life that is in Christ. 

Each devotional consists of three sections: 

1. Key Passage 

2. Key Thought 

3. Application 

The key passage is a selected passage of Scripture that will 

further explore the theme from Sunday’s message. The key 

thought will help to expound on the idea of the text. The 

application section will offer you an idea of how you can 

pray or apply the passage to your daily life. 

Remember, these devotionals aren’t meant to replace any 

current system you have in place. They may, however, add 

to what you’re already doing or help you start a system if 

one is not currently in place. We recommend that you 

spend at least 5-7 minutes of unhurried undistracted time 

with the Lord using this tool (anytime throughout your day.)  

If you miss a few days, the devotionals are short enough for 

you to catch up! Be sure & use this resource so that you fully 

benefit from what God wants to do! 



DAY 6 – MAY 1 

KEY PASSAGE – ROMANS 8:28-39 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose. [29] For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

[30] And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 

[31] What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? [32] He who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?  

[33] Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is 
God who justifies. [34] Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 
the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  

[35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] As it is written, “For 
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are 
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. [38] For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 



KEY THOUGHT – WHO CAN STAND AGAINST US? 

Romans 8 is sometimes referred to as the greatest chapter 
in the greatest letter in the greatest book ever written. 
Romans 8:30 is known as the “golden chain.” It’s a glorious 
reminder of who we are in Christ and God’s faithfulness to 
do as He has promised. 

So many benefits of the Gospel are put on display in this 
chapter. Chief among them is the security of the believer in 
the love of God. Having confidence that you are loved by 
God is key to experiencing the GREATER life. This truth will 
calm your heart when you’re anxious and anchor your soul 
when you suffer. You are a beloved child of God! 

The logic of Romans 8 is that should we ever find ourselves 
doubting God’s love, all we need to do is look back to the 
cross. That’s the idea behind Paul’s 7 rhetorical questions in 
8:31-35. If God has given us Christ, the ultimate treasure of 
heaven, how will He not also with Christ give us everything 
else we need. No one will frustrate or counteract the eternal 
purposes of God. Be encouraged that you stand secure in 
Christ. Nothing & no one can ever take that away from you. 

APPLICATION 

When do you most doubt God’s love? Are you anxious right 
now? What is causing your anxiety? Remind yourself that 
“that thing” isn’t greater than God’s love for you in Christ. 

Give thanks to God for his love towards you in Christ. Pray 
that He will give you peace amid your trial. Pray until he 
confirms His love for you in your heart. Listen to a song 
about God’s love for you in Christ. 



DAY 7 – MAY 2 

KEY PASSAGE – EPHESIANS 4:1-6 

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 
[2] with all humility & gentleness, with patience, bearing with 
one another in love, [3] eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.  

[4] There is one body & one Spirit—just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call—[5] one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, [6] one God & Father of all, who is over all 
& through all & in all.” (Ephesians 4:1-6) 

KEY THOUGHT – YOU ARE A NEW CREATION 

In yesterday’s devotional we focused on the love of God. 
Confidence in God’s love is key to living the GREATER life. 
Paul reminded the Ephesians of the same thing after giving 
them a similar kind of instruction as he did the Colossians. 
We best imitate God when we walk as beloved children. 

In Ephesians 4:1-6 Paul lists 4 relational virtues that maintain 
the bond of peace: humility, gentleness, patience and long-
suffering. These virtues are all included in Paul’s definition of 
love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a. How many relational problems 
would be avoided if we did just these four things? 

After describing practical ways to maintain peace he gives 7 
truths on which unity in the church is built. (1) We are 1 
body. (2) We have 1 Spirit. (3) We have 1 hope. (4) We have 
1 Lord. (5) We have 1 faith. (6) We have 1 baptism. (7) We 
have one God & Father of all. Our unity isn’t watered down 
or trivial. It’s built upon these unchanging Gospel truths.  



As with the Colossians, Paul reminds the Ephesians of their 
status before giving them pathways of obedience. Our 
obedience doesn’t create our holy status. It does, however 
reflect that status to others. Through our obedience we 
honor God & bless those whom he has put in our life.  

APPLICATION 

Why do you live a holy life? Why do you choose to obey the 
teachings and commands of Jesus? Is it so that God will 
love you or is it because you’re already confident in the love 
of God towards you?  

Seriously examine your heart in this area. Pray that God 
would give you a heart that obeys out of delight instead of 
duty; out of confidence in God’s love instead of fear of his 
condemnation.  

Locate 2 or 3 areas in your life where you’re struggling to 
obey God. (this could be an area of worry, some relational 
sin, financial irresponsibility or an addiction of some sort) 
Apply the truth of the Gospel to this area. In what way are 
you failing to believe your “change in status?”  

Reflect again on the 4 relational virtues of Ephesians 4:2. 
Pray that God would increase your capacity to demonstrate 
love in these ways. Identify 1-2 people in your life with 
whom you need to exercise humility, gentleness, patience & 
long-suffering. Pray that God would give you grace to act 
this way towards those individuals. 

If these individuals are members of our church, consider 
blessing them this week by writing a letter or giving them a 
phone call. Act out what God leads you to do in this time. 



DAY 8 – MAY 3 

KEY PASSAGES – 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8A  
                           ROMANS 12:9-18 

 “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant [5] or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; [6] it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. [7] Love bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. [8] Love never ends…” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a) 

“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 
good. [10] Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo 
one another in showing honor.  

[11] Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. [12] Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. [13] Contribute to the needs of the saints 
& seek to show hospitality. [14] Bless those who persecute 
you; bless & do not curse them. [15] Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with 
one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight.  

[17] Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. [18] If possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all.” (Romans 12:9-18) 

KEY THOUGHT 

Both of these passages were written by the Apostle Paul 
and both passages are sandwiched between teaching on 
spiritual gifts & believers doing life together in the local 
church. Paul rarely talked about one without the other. Love 
is essential if the body of Christ is going to work rightly. 



Gifts of the Spirit don’t accomplish their purpose without 
the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit that empowers a Spirit-filled 
life is love. Love for God, love for other Christians, and love 
for the world is the defining mark of a disciple of Jesus. In 
this passage, Paul is especially concerned with love between 
fellow Christians. Without it, the church won’t function. 

As we seek to grow in love, we must always keep Christ’s 
saving work in clear view. Reflect on Paul’s definition of love 
in 1 Corinthians 13. You can immediately see the supreme 
demonstration of such love at the cross of Christ. Scripture 
consistently treats the death & resurrection of Jesus as the 
ultimate demonstration of love. (John 3:16, 15:12-13; Rom 
5:8; Gal 2:20; Eph 2:4-7; 5:2, 25; 1 John 3:16; 4:9-10) 

God’s love for us motivates & empowers our love for Him, 
other Christians and the unreached peoples of the world. 
Wherever the Gospel goes, it bears the fruit of faith, hope & 
love. The greatest of these is love. (This idea is worked out 
practically in Romans 12:9-21.) 

Sincere love displays itself visibly by pursuing the good and 
elevating others. Even in the most difficult of circumstances, 
love finds a way. It is always open handed & open hearted. 

APPLICATION 

What if those closest to you had to honestly testify to how 
well you’ve loved them? What would they say? Why? 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a and replace the word love with 
Jesus. Worship Jesus for his great love towards you. Now 
read your name in place of the word love. How & with 
whom can you demonstrate these things today?  



DAY 9 – MAY 4 

KEY PASSAGE – PHILIPPIANS 4:2-8 

“I entreat Euodia & I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 
[3] Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, 
who have labored side by side with me in the gospel 
together with Clement & the rest of my fellow workers, 
whose names are in the book of life. [4] Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I will say, rejoice. [5] Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone.  

The Lord is at hand; [6] do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. [7] 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

[8] Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  

KEY THOUGHT 

Philippians is a wonderful letter that displays the kind of 
Christian unity that Paul encouraged at Colossae. In this 
passage we see that there was a disagreement between two 
women in the church: Euodia & Synthyche. Evidently, the 
division between them was a needless one and was causing 
needless damage to the local church in Philippi. 

Divisions in the local church undermine what God wants to 
display through His church. Acts of pride & self-preservation 
work against things like humility and sacrificial service. 



The pathway to encouraging agreement in the Gospel is to 
rejoice in God’s presence. The disagreement at Philippi was 
evidentially causing some to worry. Perhaps this anxiety was 
part of why the disagreement started in the first place. 

That’s why Paul encourages them to take their eyes off the 
problem, off their disagreements & onto the Lord. The word 
translated “reasonableness” in 4:5 is actually the word 
“gentleness.” We’re able to be reasonable with one another 
when we remember that God is with us & is in control. 

In exchange for their anxiety they were to pray, give thanks 
& receive God’s peace. Absent these things, fellowship with 
other believers can devolve into discord & discouragement. 
Relational division and unappeased anxiety will rob a faith 
family of joy in the Gospel.  

APPLICATION 

Are you worried about anything? Is there relational discord 
between you & another Christian? What’s at the root of the 
problem? Write down as many things as come to mind. 

Now pray. Pray about everything you wrote down. It might 
be people, places, things, culture, or circumstances outside 
your control. Pray about every little detail.  

Afterwards, spend some time thinking about everything that 
is good in your life… every blessing, especially spiritual 
blessings that are true of you in the Gospel. Write it down. 

Thank God for these things. Write a thank you note or text 
to someone or for something. Encourage a friend who you 
think is a good example of what Paul describes in this text.  



DAY 10 – MAY 5 

KEY PASSAGE – EPHESIANS 4:25-5:2 

“[25] Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of 
you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members 
one of another. [26] Be angry and do not sin; do not let the 
sun go down on your anger, [27] and give no opportunity to 
the devil. [28] Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 
labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may 
have something to share with anyone in need.  

[29] Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 
may give grace to those who hear. [30] And do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption.  

[31] Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. [32] Be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ forgave you.  

[1] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. [2] 
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering & sacrifice to God.” 
(Ephesians 4:25-5:2) 

KEY THOUGHT  

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 may feel like a random assortment of 
moral exhortations but it isn’t. It’s actually a carefully put 
together list that address five key areas of life. Each topic 
contrasts two ways of living. Just like he did in Colossians 
3:5-17, Paul is encouraging them to “put off the old and put 
on the new.” The motivation for why is in Ephesians 5:1-2. 



The 1st choice is between telling the truth or lying. (4:25) 
The 2nd choice is between sinful anger or righteous anger 
(4:26-27.) The 3rd choice is between stealing or working hard 
(4:28.) The 4th choice is between rotten or wholesome talk 
(4:29-30) and the 5th is between bitterness or compassion 
(4:31-32). In each case, the motivation matters. 

Christians don’t do these things just because “God said.” 
They pursue holiness for the good of others (4:25, 28-29), to 
maintain intimacy with the Holy Spirit (4:30) and in imitation 
of and appreciation for God’s work in Christ (4:32; 5:1-2.) In 
other words, it’s a “Gospel motivated obedience.”  

Hopefully, you’ve seen this kind of obedience show up as a 
recurring theme in all the devotionals this week. This is what 
paves the way to experiencing the GREATER life. 

APPLICATION 

Think over the five areas mentioned in this passage. Ask 
God to search you and see if there be any “unclean way.” 
Have you been less than truthful with someone? Repent and 
make it right. Did you let anger cause you to sin? Apologize.  

Are you taking any shortcuts at work or at home? Repent. 
Do what’s necessary to make it right. Was there any time 
this past week when your speech was unhelpful or ungodly? 
Apologize. Use this week to intentionally build someone up. 

Are you still harboring bitterness in your heart towards 
someone? Identify an area of your life for which you’re most 
grateful for God’s forgiveness. Thank him. Pray that He help 
you release this other person. Write them a letter. Send it if 
you’re able. If not, just hold on to it until you are.  


