
DAILY DEVOTIONALS 

MAY 15TH – MAY 19TH 

This week the daily devotionals will cover select passages of 

Scripture that have to do with “putting on the new” so that 

we’re best positioned to experience the GREATER life that 

is in Christ. 

Each devotional consists of three sections: 

4. Key Passage 

5. Key Thought 

6. Application 

The key passage is a selected passage of Scripture that will 

further explore the theme from Sunday’s message. The key 

thought will help to expound on the idea of the text. The 

application section will offer you an idea of how you can 

pray or apply the passage to your daily life. 

These devotionals aren’t meant to supplant or replace any 

current system you have in place for a daily devotional time. 

They may, however, be a great start if you don’t currently 

have a system of spending daily time with the Lord.  

If you miss a few days, the devotionals are short enough for 

you to catch up on what you missed when you’re able to 

pick it back up. We hope you benefit from this resource! 



DAY 16 – MAY 15 

KEY PASSAGE – JOHN 8:2-11; MATTHEW 21:12-13 

“Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the 
people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. [3] 
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had 
been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst [4] they 
said to him, “Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act 
of adultery. [5] Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to 
stone such women. So what do you say?” [6] This they said 
to test him, that they might have some charge to bring 
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground. [7] And as they continued to ask him, he stood 
up and said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” [8] And once more he 
bent down and wrote on the ground. [9] But when they 
heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the 
older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman 
standing before him. [10] Jesus stood up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
[11] She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”]] (ESV)” 

“And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold 
and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. [13] He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of 
robbers.” (Matthew 21:12=13) 

KEY THOUGHT – STRIKING A BALANCE 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “For everything there is a season, a 
time for every activity under heaven.” As you may have 
noticed, many times in Scripture it is about balance.  



Its not all one end of the spectrum or the other. There is a 
time for each. Think about Jesus, he didn’t always have the 
same response to wrongdoing. He defended the adulterous 
women from being stoned to death but he flipped the 
tables over in the temple with righteous anger. How God 
calls us to parent is no exception.  

We’re called to give our kids structure & nurture. Structure 
includes correcting, rules, routines, discipline, etc. Nurture 
includes meeting physical/emotional needs, spontaneity, 
fun, etc. Children need their parents to give both. There 
needs to be a balance in order for them to thrive.  

Usually one or the other comes to us more easily and/or we 
feel is more important. The good news is that it’s up to you 
what you raise & lower to make them balance. If you are 
high on structure you can raise nurture to meet your level of 
structure. If you are high on nurture then you can raise your 
structure to meet nurture. Just remember that you need a 
fair share of each in your parenting. 

APPLICATION 

Assess yourself. Are you unbalanced in structure & nurture 
in your parenting? In which do you tend to be higher/lower? 
Which one do you plan to raise/lower to be more balanced? 
Think about/try specific ways to strike a better balance. 

Ask God to reveal to you what he wants you to change so 
that you can be more balanced.  

Come up with a specific short prayer you can pray in 
parenting moments that will help you to remember to have 
a balance of both structure and nurture. 



DAY 17 – MAY 16 

KEY PASSAGE – GAL 5:22-23; MAT 5:37; EPH 4:31 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. [24] And those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You 
shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you 
have sworn.’ [34] But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, 
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, [35] or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city 
of the great King. [36] And do not take an oath by your head, 
for you cannot make one hair white or black. [37] Let what 
you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 
comes from evil.” (Matthew 5:33-37) 

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice.” 
(Ephesians 4:31) 

KEY THOUGHT – CORRECTING YOUR CHILD 

Usually, the 1st thing to come to mind when we think of 
parenting is correcting/disciplining our children. To be fair, 
this does take up a lot of our parenting time because well, 
we are all sinners, kids included! If correcting plays such a 
big role in parenting, we need to make sure that the ways 
we do it line up with Biblical principles.  

Here are a few things to remember when correcting. Be 
direct by responding immediately to the behavior and not 
just yelling instructions across the room.  



Go to your child to correct them so it is clear. Make sure to 
follow through with the consequences or discipline you have 
decided on.  

Be consistent to do these things not just in one instance, but 
in every instance. This is what really helps your child to learn 
the expected behavior over time.  

Have self-control while correcting. Keep your emotions in 
check - not losing control by yelling, punishing, giving in by 
feeling guilty your child is unhappy, or being apathetic. Your 
tone should be firm & neutral, aimed at the behavior, not 
the child (not sarcastic, disrespectful, overly agreeable or 
amusing).  

Lastly, don’t just teach what is wrong but also teach what is 
right. Sometimes children continue behaviors because they 
aren’t sure what they are supposed to do. Think about how 
God has written the Bible for us- it is not just a book of rules 
& what is wrong; it is also filled with guidance in how we 
should live. Balance correction with biblical instruction. 

APPLICATION 

Assess your parenting in each of these areas. What do you 
do well and not so well? Pick one of these to work on right 
now. Think about and try out ways to make sure you do that 
when correcting. 

Ask God to show you one area he wants you to focus on 
now. Confess to God if you lose control while correcting 
and ask Him to help you to be more aware and have self-
control. 
  



DAY 18 – MAY 17 

KEY PASSAGE – MAT 18:10; MK 9:36-37; 1 TIM 5:8 

 “Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little 
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in 
the presence of my heavenly Father.” (Matthew 18:10) 

 “Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in 
his arms, he said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes a little 
child like this on my behalf welcomes me, & anyone who 
welcomes me welcomes not only me but also my Father who 
sent me’.” (Mark 9:36-37) 

 “But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially 
those in their own household, have denied the true faith. 
Such people are worse than unbelievers.” (1 Timothy 5:8) 

KEY THOUGHT – CONNECTING WITH YOUR CHILD 

God wired us for connection and if you don't give your child 
that connection they will find it somewhere else, or in 
another way (i.e. negative attention). As parents, we are 
called to be one of our child’s first connections.  

Parents tend to underestimate the power of connecting with 
their children in order to improve their behavior and help 
them grow. Children obey more easily when they trust their 
parent is doing what is best for them, they care for them, 
they love them, & are trying to help them.  

Think about our obedience to God. Why do we obey? 
Because we trust that God loves us, knows what’s best for 
us, cares for us because we have evidence of that in His 
Word and our lives.  



Our kids need that trust with us to obey & that trust is built 
through connection. Discipline without connection can lead 
to rebellion. How do you connect?  

• Be present by listening & asking specific questions 
about what is going on in their lives.  

• Praise them specifically not generically.  
• Spend quality time together doing things.  
• Tell your child “yes” more often! Sometimes, we say 

no for no reason (i.e. being lazy, inconvenienced, or 
distracted by less important things).  

Pay attention and see if you can build more trust and 
connect with your child throughout each day. It doesn’t take 
a lot of time but it can make a huge difference when we are 
connected to our children like our heavenly Father is always 
ready and waiting to connect with us.  

APPLICATION 

Find 5 ways to connect with your child today.  

Ask God to help you meet your child’s need for connection 
and to not let the things of this world come in front of your 
calling as a parent to connect with your child.  

Thank Him for His example of being a perfect Father, always 
willing and open to connect with us.   



DAY 19 – MAY 18 

KEY PASSAGE – COL 3:13; ACTS 3:19-20; ISA 1:18 

“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 
must forgive others.” (Colossians 3:13) 

 “Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped away that times of refreshing may come from 
the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19-20a) 

 “’Come now, let’s settle this,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your 
sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white as snow. 
Though they are red like crimson, I will make them as white 
as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18) 

 KEY THOUGHT – REPAIRING MISTAKES  

One of the things that we have in common with our child is 

our sin nature. Because we are all sinners, sin is going to 

break our relationship with our child. It’s not a matter of if it 

happens. It’s simply a matter of when. 

When that happens, we need to help facilitate the repair of 

the relationship God has called us to oversee as parents. 

Sometimes that means swallowing our pride & making sure 

we apologize and fix things after we mess up.  

Modeling this is one of the ways we can teach our child 

about how to handle their own mistakes. It models for them 

what repentance looks like after they’ve sinned themselves. 

This is one of the most important things that they can learn. 



Repairing mistakes in our relationship with our child is not 

only important for our own spiritual growth & teaching our 

child, but also because we need a good connection in our 

relationship for our parenting to be effective & for our child 

to thrive.  

Repairing mistakes with our child can also be a great 

reminder to us and them of God’s love for us in how He 

forgave us for our sins and made a way for us to be made 

right with Him through Jesus. There is a great video by Dr. 

Karyn Purvis on this topic at the link below.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBPtp-tFOq8  

APPLICATION 

The next time you make a mistake in your relationship with 
your child (yelling, a mean tone, ignoring, punishing, lashing 
out, not keeping a promise etc.) repair it by confessing your 
wrongdoing to them and ask for forgiveness. If it applies, 
also make it right by doing what you should have done or 
helping to fix it.  

The next time your child makes a mistake in your 
relationship (being disrespectful, disobeying, ignoring, 
yelling, breaking something etc.) help guide them in how to 
repair it with you.  

Ask God to help reveal to you when you make mistakes in 
your relationship with your child and to put away all pride 
that would stop you from repairing it. Confess to Him and 
repent when it is you who created a break in your 
relationship with your child due to your sin.  



DAY 20 – MAY 19 

KEY PASSAGE – PSALMS 71:17-18; 1 THESS 2:7-8 

“O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
So even to old age and gray hairs, 
O God, do not forsake me, 
until I proclaim your might to another generation, 
your power to all those to come. 
(Psalms 71:17-18) 

“But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking 
care of her own children. So, being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you had become very 
dear to us.” (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8) 

KEY THOUGHT –  

Many parents have the desire to teach their child to grow 
spiritually but aren’t very successful. Sometimes it’s because 
they have not built a foundation of discipline ensuring the 
required amount of focus from their child to teach spiritual 
truths. The habit never develops and as a result, the child 
never grows spiritually.  

An example of this is the parent who has the desire to do 
daily devotionals with their child but their child does not sit 
and listen for the time it takes to complete the devotional.  

That’s why the previous devotionals spent so much time 
trying to give practical parenting advice. They lay the 
groundwork to be able to have the opportunity to invest in 
your child spiritually.  



The fact that we’ve spent so much time on those things in 
no way negates the fact that your most important role as a 
parent is to help your child grow spiritually. It is hands down 
your number one priority in parenting.  

This responsibility stands over school, sports, arts, or any 
other competitor for your child’s time and attention. It is a 
responsibility that you must not let anyone take from you, 
not even the church! The church’s responsibility is to come 
alongside you as a parent. They are there to help reinforce 
the spiritual truths that you are already teaching your child. 
The church cannot do this for you. You are the primary 
agent of discipleship for your child.  

Be purposeful. Lay a foundation of obedience. Plan times to 
invest in your child spiritually. (teach/read the Bible, pray, 
discuss, help apply it to their daily lives) Most importantly, 
make sure you are an example of what it looks like to grow 
spiritually. Children tend to copy more what we do than 
what we tell them to do. 

APPLICATION 

Have you laid a foundation of obedience in your child that 
would allow spiritual investment? Schedule some time at 
least once this week to spiritually invest in your child. Be a 
model of spiritual growth for your child.  

Pray for God to help you disciple your child well. Ask him to 
help you make this your number one parenting goal. Pray 
for your child’s salvation and/or spiritual walk.  

Pray that your children will be used by God and that he’ll 
use you as the vessel to teach them as he has called you.  


