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NEW YEAR. FRESH START 

Thanks so much for being willing to join us in this 21-
day journey of seeking the Lord through prayer and 
fasting. From time to time, in the Old Testament, the 
people of God would engage in covenant renewal 
ceremonies. (for an example see Nehemiah 8-10) Part of 
this renewal would include allotted times of fasting, 
confession of sin and reading the Word of God. 

While it could be said Christians have a covenant 
renewal ceremony every Sunday during corporate 
worship gatherings, I believe it’s also helpful to 
designate particular times for focusing ourselves on our 
need for the Lord and humbling ourselves in his 
presence. Because our hearts are prone to wander we 
need seasons of renewal and recommitment. 

The beginning of a new year is a natural time to do this. 
That’s why from January 7th to January 28th I’m going to 
engage in a 21-Day fast. I’m going to ask you to join me. 
The staff have helped create a 21-day devotional for the 
fast and you’ll find them in the pages that follow. 

While the technical definition of a fast is to refrain from 
eating food all together, you can achieve the same goals 
by removing particular foods from your diet that will 
create a strong craving once they’re gone. The benefit of 
a fast is that it creates hunger. Instead of satisfying that 
hunger in the normal way, we leverage it to remind us 
of how desperately we need the Lord.  



For example, if you are used to ingesting large amounts 
of sugar or caffeine and chose to fast from those things, 
you would suffer withdrawal symptoms after only a 
few days. Use that pain to drive you to the Lord. 
Harness that desire and turn it towards God. That’s 
what fasting is meant to accomplish in us.  

Personally, I plan to fast from sugar. You may want to 
do something else or remove food from the equation all 
together. You might even choose a non-food item like 
social media or television. Whatever you remove, make 
sure it’s going to create a sense of hunger or desire once 
it’s removed. When the hunger pains come, let it 
remind you of how desperately you need the Lord. 

At the end of the day, our greatest need isn’t a physical 
one. As important as food and water are, they pale in 
comparison to the presence and power of God in our 
life. Without the Lord, where would we be? Without 
His salvation, what hope would we have? We need him 
more desperately than we can imagine. 

So, let us together remind ourselves of that great need. 
Let’s begin 2018 with a fresh declaration of our 
desperation and dependence on the Lord God 
Almighty. 

 

With you in the journey, 

Pastor Wes  



DAY 1 

 “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it 

stands in Scripture:  ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever 

believes in him will not be put to shame.’” 
1 Peter 2:5-6 

DEVOTIONAL 

2017 was a year filled with violence & fear. There were 
wars, bombings, mass shootings, and general unrest in 
our country and around the world.  How do we deal 
with all this violence, fear, and sorrow?  When I was 
thinking about everything that’s happened over the last 
year it reminded me of a song by Hillsong called, 
“Cornerstone”.  Here are some lyrics from that song 

When darkness seems to hide his face,  
I rest on his unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale,  

my anchor holds within the veil. 

I listened to that song and was reminded that when our 
world is shaken, and we face the storms and struggles 
of this world, the truth is that there is only one thing 
that is strong enough to hold us, to help us, and 
eventually, to fix our broken world.   



The answer is in the chorus of the song: 

 

In Christ alone cornerstone,  
Weak made strong in the savior’s love. 
Through the storm he is lord, lord of all 

 

In Christ, we have hope. He is a Savior who has not 
only redeemed us for the next life, but this life as well. 
Has gone through everything we will ever go through 
in this life so that He can help us in our times of trouble.   

Jesus himself said, “In this world you will have trouble, 
but be of good cheer, for I have overcome the world.”  
(John 16:33) He will never leave you or forsake you.  

 

PRAYER 

• Praise the Lord for saving you and walking through 
this life with you 

• What temptation or struggle are you going through? 
Cry out to Jesus as one who has experienced similar 
struggles and temptations. Ask for his help. 

• Renew your commit to walk with the Lord in 2018 
better than you ever have before. 

 



DAY 2 

 “Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving 

thanks always and for everything to God the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”  

Ephesians 5:18-20 

DEVOTIONAL 

Have you ever wondered why we sing during worship 
services?  Why not just go straight to the message so we 
can get to lunch earlier? Can I get an amen?!  Ha. The 
answer lies in the connection between music & worship.   

It’s a common misconception in our Christian culture 
that music & worship are one & the same. Really, music 
is just one form of worship.  We absolutely can worship 
outside of singing songs.   

As believers, we can worship the Lord with all of our 
life. We worship the Lord by loving Him with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength.  

When you give that homeless person a blanket or some 
food, that is worship.  When you pray for someone 
while peeling potatoes, that’s worship. When you go to 
the zoo and teach your kids about the animals that God 
created, that’s worship. There are an infinite number of 
ways we can worship the Lord! 



But music is special. Worshipping through music has 
the unique power of engaging the heart, soul, mind, 
and body all in one activity.  Music engages the entirety 
of who we are, in that moment, to express devotion and 
praise to God.   

When we sing in a worship service, our heart & soul are 
connecting to the truth of the words we are singing. Our 
bodies connect to the rhythm and melody of the song.  

More than that, it’s not just you who is having this 
experience. The person next to you engages in the same. 
Our worship is corporate. It’s done in community.  

Through this corporate act, we inspire & encourage one 
another to be filled with the Spirit. All of that builds on 
itself towards an outpouring of deep devotion to the 
One who has saved us and made us new.  Times of 
corporate worship are moments in which we, the body 
of Christ, become one. 

PRAYER 

• Thank the Lord for giving you the ability to worship, 
and the gift of music to do so. 

• Ask Him to give you power & boldness to worship 
Him corporately & individually through your 
everyday life.  

• Next time you engage in worship, pay attention to the 
people around you. Encourage them in the Lord. 



DAY 3 

 “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father is seeking such people to worship him.” 
John 4:23 

DEVOTIONAL 

These words from Jesus give us some of the richest 
biblical teaching on worship. Think about what Jesus is 
saying here.  What does it mean to worship in spirit & 
truth?  How do we go about doing that? 

The Bible teaches we are made spiritually alive at the 
moment of conversion. When we repent & believe on 
the Lord Jesus to cleanse us through His redeeming 
work on the cross and save us through His resurrection 
from the dead, something very special happens.  

We are made new. We are indwelt with the Holy Spirit. 
We are given special access to the presence & power of 
God. We can commune with Him and He with us when 
we relate with Him through the Holy Spirit. His Spirit 
testifies to our Spirit that we are His sons & daughters. 
We worship in the spirit when we connect with God at 
the level of the heart and the soul.  

In addition to spirit we also worship in truth. Absolute 
truth. Truth that stands regardless of our opinion. Truth 
that is eternal. Truth that is embodied in a person: Jesus.  



“Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 
John 17:17	

 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God…and the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

John 1:1, 14 

“I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life.” 
John 14:6 

We worship in spirit & truth when our spirit – mind, 
body & soul - commune with God’s Spirit in response to 
God’s Word. Spirit without truth is shallow, and truth 
without spirit is dead. He wants ALL of our life.  

He wants us to make seeking His kingdom the central 
business of our life. He doesn’t want us to play religion, 
to dabble in church, or to just write a check. He wants it 
all and all is what He deserves. 

PRAYER 

• Thank God for His Truth embodied in the person of 
Jesus and written in the Word of God. Ask him for 
help so that you worship Him in truth. 

• Ask Him to give you more of His truth this year and 
commit to spending daily time with God, communing 
your spirit with His.   



DAY 4 

“You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one.  
You do not want a burnt offering. The sacrifice you 

desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject 
 a broken and repentant heart, O God.” 

Psalm 51:16-17 

DEVOTIONAL 

The other day my daughter got in trouble. I told her 
that she deserved a consequence for her actions, but I 
was going to show grace. But, if she repeated that 
behavior there would be a consequence! She looked at 
me all teary eyed and said she was sorry. Five minutes 
later she did the exact same thing!  

Needless to say, I had to give her a consequence for her 
actions. She may have been sorry in the moment, but it 
was clear that there hadn’t been a change in her heart. If 
there was, she wouldn’t have repeated the offense. Her 
behavior showed that she treated my grace with apathy. 

If we’re honest, we often treat the Lord this way. He’s 
given us so much grace & forgiveness through Jesus. 
Yet, if we’re not careful, we’ll grow indifferent. We 
become used to God’s grace. What He has done 
becomes common in our minds and in our hearts. The 
‘wonderful’ turns to ‘ordinary’ and the beauty of the 
Gospel gets boring. We become spiritually apathetic. 



Spiritual apathy ultimately leads to spiritual emptiness. 
We lose the fulfillment that comes from being in God’s 
presence. We start chasing after the things of this world 
to fill the void in our hearts.  

Take a moment and be honest with yourself & with 
God. Have you become spiritually apathetic? Are there 
areas of your life that you have trouble surrendering to 
Him?  The only cure for apathy is focusing our head 
and our heart on the gravity and magnitude of what He 
has done for us, in Christ, even when didn’t deserve it.   

Remember again what Jesus went through on the cross 
to redeem you. Remind yourself how much love He 
must have had for you to actually do it. Humble 
yourself before the Lord as the psalmist says above. 
Come to him with a broken and repentant heart. 
Surrender your pride and apathy and exchange them 
for a renewed love for the Lord and renewed joy in His 
salvation. 

PRAYER 

• Focus your heart & mind on the costly grace of Jesus. 
Thank Him with deep gratitude from your heart. 

• Ask the Lord to reveal any spiritual apathy in you or 
any part of your life that is not surrendered to Him. 

• Cry out to God for his help in surrendering this area 
of your life as you continue focusing yourself on the 
truths of the Gospel and the costly grace of Jesus. 



DAY 5 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the 
Lord with gladness!  Come into His presence with 

singing!  Know that the Lord, He is god!  It is He who 
made us, and we are His; we are His people, and the 

sheep of His pasture.  Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 
and His courts with praise!  Give thanks to Him; bless 

His name!  For the Lord is good; His steadfast love 
endures forever, & His faithfulness to all generations.” 

Psalm 100 

DEVOTIONAL 

I think we can all agree that we like to feel valued & 
appreciated.  I keep thank you cards that people have 
hand written me in my office because there’s something 
special about someone taking the time to thoughtfully 
write you a letter of appreciation.  

In the book of Luke there’s a story of Jesus encountering 
10 men with leprosy. They ask Him to heal them & He 
tells them to go to the local priest. As they go on their 
way they are all completely healed! Only one man 
comes back to Jesus, falls at His feet & thanks Him.   

Ten were healed but only one returned. What brought 
him back? Gratitude. Nothing changes our attitudes, 
our relationships, or our response to challenging 
circumstances like gratitude.  



That’s why King David wrote Psalm 100. He recognized 
who the Lord really is. He caught a fresh vision of what 
the Lord had done for him. This Psalm shows us just 
how entwined gratitude and worship really are.   

We can only truly worship when we are more focused 
on the goodness of God than the circumstances of our 
lives. When we do that, God is glorified.  

Focus yourself on entering His presence with 
thanksgiving in all circumstances and at all the time.   

PRAYER 

• Thank the Lord for His presence in your life!  

• Commit to living a life that is focused on what you 
can be thankful for. 

• Before you pray for a list of petitions or needs, spend 
some time thanking God for who He is and the good 
things He has done in your life. 

  



DAY 6 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  

my rock and my redeemer.”  
Psalm 19:14 

DEVOTIONAL 

Have you ever heard someone say, “You’re going to eat 
those words?” The Bible actually says we someday will. 
Matthew 12:36 tells us that one day we will “give an 
account” for every word that we speak. I think the 
reason is because what we say not only affects those 
around us, but ourselves as well.   

Words are powerful! When used wisely, words can 
encourage, inspire, & give confidence. A right word 
spoken at the right time can be life changing! But words 
can also destroy. We can see the result of those 
destructive words all around us.   

The question is “Are we worshipping with our words?” 

Words come from our thoughts and our thoughts come 
from our heart. If we want our words to bring joy & 
peace to ourselves and others, we must fill our hearts 
with the source of that joy and peace!   

What is your heart full of right now? What are you 
digesting emotionally and intellectually? When we 
learn the power of words and realize that we can choose 



what we think and speak, it can change our lives and 
the lives of those around us.   

Our words tell others and ourselves what we believe 
about God. Our words reveal our heart.  Only a heart 
bent on following after God will offer words that are 
full of worship. These will be words that exalt the Lord 
and lift up all those who hear them.  

Paul sums it up nicely in his letter to the Philippians. 

“Finally brothers,  
whatever is true, whatever is honorable,  

whatever is just, whatever is pure,  
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,  

if there is any excellence,  
if there is anything worthy of praise,  

think about these things.” 
Philippians 4:8-9 

PRAYER 

• Ask the Lord to reveal ways that your words bring 
down instead of build up. Ask for forgiveness as they 
are revealed. 

• Ask the Lord to fill your heart with more of Himself 
and less with negative influences of this world.  

• Ask the Lord to give you opportunities to speak joy 
and peace to yourself and others.  



DAY 7 

“O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything 
about me. You know when I sit down or stand up. You know 

my thoughts even when I’m far away. You see me when I 
travel and when I rest at home. You know everything I do.  
You know what I am going to say even before I say it, Lord.  

You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of 
blessing on my head. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

too great for me to understand! How precious are your 
thoughts about me, O god. They cannot be numbered! I can’t 

even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And 
when I wake up, you are still with me!”  

Psalm 139 

DEVOTIONAL 

I love this Psalm.  To sum it all up, God knows 
everything about you and still wants more.  He is with 
us wherever we go but if we aren’t paying attention 
we’ll miss it.  Why?  Because we are all still learning to 
recognize and follow the voice of God as He speaks.   

Two people hear the same song. One experiences God, 
and one daydreams about something that needs to be 
done at work. Two people face a crisis. One experiences 
an over-whelming sense of grace flood over the pain, 
while the other feels nothing but hurt, betrayal, anger 
and loneliness. What’s the difference?  It’s all about 
where we place our faith and expectation. It’s about 
practicing the presence of God in our lives.  



Be present in His presence. Don’t wait until you have 
things figured out, or until you feel “spiritual”, or until 
you feel like you deserve it. Expect Him to meet with 
you right now! It’s so easy to get distracted and not be 
fully present in the moment. But God is always there for 
us. He is Emmanuel. He is God with us - always!   

Brother Lawrence wrote in his book, “The Practice of 
the Presence of God”, that we must realize that we are 
always in God’s presence and live every moment in that 
realization.  His simple but profound teaching was “to 
form a habit of conversing with God continually, and 
referring all we do to Him.”   

So lets be present in His presence.  Realize He is with 
you and walk with Him and talk with Him, 
worshipping Him in and through all of your life.   

 

PRAYER 

• Ask the Lord to help you draw near to Him. Ask him 
to help you recognize His presence through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Discipline yourself to “practice the presence of God” 
throughout every part of your day. Consider setting 
specific times to pray to remind yourself of this. 

• Ask God to help you “be present” in His presence.  



DAY 8 

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 
give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  
Hebrews 13:17 

 

DEVOTIONAL 

Have you ever thought about why church membership 
is important? If we are honest, the times in which we 
live make it difficult to make a commitment like that. 
Are there even advantages to being a member when 
you already attend weekly? Let me put a rock in your 
shoe to consider why membership is important.  

First, as stated in the verse above, church leaders are 
responsible to keep watch over the state of your soul. 
When church leaders die, they will give an account to 
God for all the members in their church and how well 
they shepherded them. This is a fearful task.  

Church membership is one of the primary ways that 
pastors and church leaders know for whom they are 
accountable. It enables them to better track a person’s 
progress in growing as a disciple of Jesus.  

Second, when you commit to church membership you 
are submitting yourself to the spiritual authority of the 



church to which you belong. You’re willingly 
submitting yourself to the spiritual leadership of that 
congregation. This is not submission in the sense of 
being commanded to do something against your will. 
Rather, it’s a voluntary willingness to have church 
leaders come along side of you to help you grow in 
your relationship with Jesus.  

 

PRAYER 

• Thank God for your church leadership.  

• Pray for your leaders: that they would lead the 
church with a healthy fear of the Lord. 

• Ask God for his help and wisdom in connecting to 
the church. If there are specific difficulties you’re 
facing then bring those before the Lord. 

 

  



DAY 9 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort 
with which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we 

share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through 
Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.”  

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 

DEVOTIONAL 

Life is difficult. It is likely that reading that sentence 
didn't strike you as anything new or surprising. One 
beautiful gift from God is that when we are connected 
to other believers, we don’t have to face the difficulties 
of this life alone.  

If you are a Christian, your God is a God of comfort. He 
comforts us in our affliction. There two primary ways. 

1) Through remembering the Gospel.  

God has proven his love for us by Jesus’s death on the 
cross and resurrection from the grave. Whatever 
situation we find ourselves in, we can trust that he loves 
us. He died to redeem us from our sin, and defeated 
death by his resurrection. He has secured a promise to 
us that can’t be broken. He loves us and has freed us 
from death.  



 

2) Through other people.  

Verse 4 says that God comforts us, that we may be able 
to comfort those who are in any affliction. Through 
God’s love for us, we are able to comfort and receive 
comfort from other people as well. 

 

PRAYER 

• Thank God that he is a God who loves and comforts 
his people.  

• Pray for a believer that you know who is 
experiencing difficulties in their life right now. Pray 
that they would look to Jesus and trust that he can 
comfort them.  

• Pray for a nonbeliever that you know who is 
experiencing difficulties in their life right now. Pray 
that their suffering would cause them to look for a 
deeper satisfaction in life.  

• Pray that you would have the opportunity to share 
how God has helped and comforted you through 
your own life difficulties.  

  



DAY 10 

“The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” 
nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On 
the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker 
are indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we 

think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 

which our more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 

that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care for one another. If 

one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together.”  

1 Corinthians 12:21-26 

DEVOTIONAL 

Have you ever accidentally cut your hand? It seems like 
for the next week every time you use that part of your 
hand you realize how awful it is to have a cut on it! It is 
funny; until the hand was cut, you likely didn't realize 
how valuable and necessary it was to have a healthy 
and functioning hand.  

Your hands are incredibly significant, yet they don’t 
often get the same praise and gratitude as, say, your 
face or muscles. Very rarely do you look down at your 
hands and think “man, I look good tonight!” In 1 
Corinthians 12, Paul uses the imagery of the human 



body as a picture of the church. Just like the eye can’t 
say to the hand “I have no need of you,” one believer 
can’t say to another “I have no need of you.” We are all 
uniquely made with specific talents and gifts.  

Can you imagine if everyone in the church were 
preachers? We would never make it to Sunday lunch on 
time. To some people, even the thought of public 
speaking terrifies them. But those people might be 
wonderful at being hospitable. Some people are great at 
showing compassion. Some people are great at the 
administration of events. When we all work together we 
accomplish worship, connecting, and blessing others in 
a way that we would never be able to do alone. 

PRAYER 

• Thank God that He gives the church unique gifts 
with unique people who can work to worship, 
connect, and bless others together.  

• Pray that God would reveal to you what gifts and 
talents he has given you to serve him better.   

• Pray that you will be able to use those gifts in the 
context of church community.   



DAY 11 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, 
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 

dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 
man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 

access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being 

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”  
Ephesians 2:13-22 

DEVOTIONAL 

It is no secret that there was some racial tension 
between the Jews and the Gentiles. Throughout Jewish 
history, the Jews had known themselves to be God’s 
chosen people, and rightfully so. Part of what was so 
revolutionary about Jesus’ first coming was that he 
made salvation available to all people, not just Jews.  

He fulfilled the righteous requirements of the Jewish 
Law. It never had the power to save. It’s purpose was 
only to expose our weakness and our sin. Jesus came to 



offer grace. The grace of Jesus does what the Law could 
never do. We will never be saved by following the Law 
(or living a perfectly religious life). We’re saved by 
God’s grace. Grace made available to us through the 
death & resurrection of Jesus. We aren't saved by 
works, but by grace through faith. 

What makes this grace so amazing is that it breaks 
down all barriers between people. Social, economic, and 
ethnic barriers are broken because Jesus’s love is for all 
people. Because his love is for all people, we can learn 
to love all people too. Regardless of our own 
backgrounds. We are no longer strangers and aliens to 
one another, but all members together in the household 
of God.   

PRAYER 

• Thank God that He broke down the barrier of your 
sin to save you.  

• Pray that God would reveal to you what barriers 
need to come down so that you can love other 
people well.   

• Pray for believers that you know who have barriers 
in their life that keep them from loving other people 
well.  



DAY 12 

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body 
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 

that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.” 
Ephesians 4:1-6 

DEVOTIONAL 

I love this text is because it is at once both challenging & 
practical. Paul is writing this text from prison. He urges 
us to “walk in a manner worthy of our calling…” with 
the purpose of being eager to “maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” The end goal is unity.  

He follows this with four ways to do this: humility, 
gentleness, patience, & bearing with one another in 
love. One practical way to apply the text is to ask “how 
well am I doing in these four things?”  

The apostle Paul goes on to explain why unity is so 
important. He says that we, as the Church, are one 
body. We have one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, and one 
God and Father of all.  



Unity is at the very core of who we claim to be and so 
we must make an extra effort to maintain that unity as 
we seek to connect to one another.  

PRAYER 

• Thank God that He desires that we not live out our 
Christian lives alone, but together in unity.  

• Pray that God would reveal areas in which you 
haven’t “maintained the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.” Repent of those things. 

• Examine the virtues mentioned in this text: humility, 
gentleness, patience and love. Ask God to increase 
these virtues in your life as you seek to walk by the 
Spirit. 

• Pray that God would help our church to have 
complete unity in worshipping Him, connecting to 
His Church and blessing one another. 

 

  



DAY 13 

“When he had washed their feet and put on his outer 
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do 
you understand what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I 

then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just as I have 

done to you… A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

John 13:12-15; 34-35 

DEVOTIONAL 

The context of these verses is striking. At this point in 
Jesus’s ministry he has only a few hours left in his life, 
and he knows it. He just finished cleaning the disciple’s 
feet and Judas has just left to betray Jesus to the Jewish 
religious leaders. These are the words that Jesus is 
choosing to say to his disciples.  

Jesus commands that the way we love each other 
should be the defining characteristic of believers. He 
says that “by this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” What is 
astounding about these verses is that Jesus serves the 
disciples by cleaning their feet before saying that we 



should love one another. This would typically be the job 
of the lowest servant of the house. But now, the king of 
the universe is lowering himself to do such a task!  

He gave us an example that we should follow him. 
Jesus did not clean their feet out of duty, but out of love. 
He loved the disciples and because of that he cleaned 
their feet.  

Doing the work of “cleaning people’s feet” can only 
happen when your connected to Christian community. 
That’s why we encourage you not just to worship God 
but to also connect to the Church. As brothers and sisters 
in Christ, when we love and serve one another well, we 
become an example to the rest of the world for how the 
love of Christ can change them.  

PRAYER 

• Thank God that He was willing to send his son to die 
for your sins.  

• Pray that God would help you to love other 
believers well.   

• Pray that love would be the defining characteristic of 
Broadview Baptist Church. 

 

  



DAY 14 

“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and 
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 

pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how 

to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  
Hebrews 10:19-25 

DEVOTIONAL 

In the Old Testament, the presence of God stayed in an 
inner room in the Jewish temple. It was called the Holy 
of Holies. This room in the temple was covered by a 
massive curtain. (similar to a modern stage curtain) 

The curtain signified that the presence of God could 
only be experienced by certain individuals. Only the 
high priest could enter through the curtain and that 
only once a year. Because of Jesus, the curtain has been 
torn in two. You and I can confidently enter through the 
curtain into the presence of God.  

The death of Jesus on the cross has opened access to the 
presence of God for all people. Those who are in Christ 
now enjoy open access to God’s throne of grace.  



The writer of Hebrews goes on to say that we should 
hold fast to our confession and stir up one another to 
love, not neglecting to meet together. Not neglecting to 
meet together is the one negative statement he makes.  

Here are four reasons why we shouldn't: 

1. We cannot stir up one another in love when we 
aren't meeting consistently.  

2. It is easier to doubt when choosing to be alone. We 
tend to lose the confidence of our confession. 

3. We cannot encourage one another if we aren’t 
meeting consistently.  

4. Not meeting regularly makes concealing sin easier.  

Let us work together to maintain the discipline of 
meeting together often so that we do not lose heart and 
keep holding fast to the faith!  

PRAYER 

• Thank God that Jesus tore the curtain and provided 
you with access to God’s throne of grace.  

• Pray that you would do well at stirring others up to 
love, encouragement and good works.  

• Pray that you would be able to make coming 
together as believers a consistent part of your life.    



DAY 15 
  

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make 
his face to shine upon us, that your way may be 
known on earth, your saving power among all 

nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 
peoples praise you!”  

Psalm 67:1-3 
  
DEVOTIONAL 
We can believe that God’s plans for us are for our 
good and that He has blessings in store for us as we 
follow after Him. God has blessed us so we can be a 
blessing to others.  
 
Jesus is the one who qualifies us for every single 
blessing because He has kept all of God’s 
commandments. When He died for us on the cross, 
He not only fulfilled all of God’s commandments, 
He also redeemed us from the curse of the Law.  
 
God’s blessings to us are not meant to end with us. 
His desire is that they filter down to others. This 
applies to any and every area of our life. Our 
salvation has already been achieved through the 
death of Jesus on the cross. 
 
We’ve been blessed beyond measure. As Paul says in 
2 Corinthians 1:20, “For all the promises of God find 



their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that 
we utter our Amen to God for his glory.” 2  
 
Sharing the gospel and using your gifts to meet 
someone else’s need glorifies the Lord by 
demonstrating His grace at work in your life. Don’t 
allow His generous provisions to end with you. Pass 
them on to others and discover the joy of a never-
ending cycle of blessings. 
  
PRAYER 
• Pray you will seek God in obedience so His 

blessings and grace will be at work in your life. 
 

• Pray you will share the blessing of Christ’s 
salvation with other people. 
 

• Think about all the things that God has blessed 
you with. How can you use what’s in you to bless 
the other people around you? 

  
 

  



DAY 16 
  

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that 
God supplies—in order that in everything God may 

be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  

1 Peter 4:10-11 
  
DEVOTIONAL 
The scripture tells us that God has entrusted us to be 
good stewards with something valuable. He has 
given each of us spiritual gifts, talents, and abilities. 
We are to use them to serve one another in the 
strength that He has provided. God shaped you to 
serve him, and there’s only one way to do that: by 
serving other people.  
 
What gifts has God given you? What do you do 
well? Do you sing, teach, encourage, pray, lead, 
organize? Are you hospitable, crafty, handy, 
technical or something else? How are you going to 
use your gifts to fulfill His purpose?  
 
With that in mind, God should be our only source 
and focus as we are only stewards over His gifts. He 
is the One who deserves the credit. He is the One 



who should be praised. He is the One who should 
receive the glory. 
  
PRAYER 
• Thank God for the gifts He has given you. 

  
• Pray that you will be a good steward over those 

gifts so you can fulfill His purposes and not your 
own.  
 

• Ask God to give you a heart to serve others with 
love. 

 

  



DAY 17 
 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, 

speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 

whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”  

Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
DEVOTIONAL 
God promises that His body, the church, will grow 
and build itself up as each part does its work. Each 
of us has a responsibility to the local congregation in 
which God has placed us.  
 
Each of us is to do his or her part, make his or her 
contribution as God has intended. The saints are to 
be equipped for the work of the ministry. When each 
one uses their gift in service to others, the whole 
church body grows as it builds itself up in love.  



If equipping doesn’t take place, if people aren’t 
using their gifts in service, the body of Christ will 
not mature. “No ministry = no maturity.”  
 
Have you felt like you are not qualified or capable to 
help serve the Church? You are! God has given each 
of us gifts that we can use to help build up the 
Church. There is a role that you can play in serving 
the body of Christ; God says so.  
 
Don’t let your gift go to waste. Service to the Lord 
and to the Church is part of how we grow 
spiritually. If we want to be like Christ we must be a 
servant, as Christ was. This not only helps us mature 
as individuals, but also helps the Church grow up as 
a whole. 
 
PRAYER 
• Pray for unity within the Church 

 
• If you don’t know it already, pray that God 

would help you come to understand and unleash 
your particular giftedness for ministry. 
 

• Pray that you will use the gifts God has given you 
to serve and bless the Church 

 

  



DAY 18 
 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having 

all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
 
DEVOTIONAL 
God’s nature is to give, and everything He does 
comes from a generous spirit. In the same way, we 
should desire to be truly generous and allow our 
lives to become a constant flow of blessing to others.  
 
Generosity isn’t about how much you have, nor is it 
proven in a single act — the true spirit of generosity 
is a lifestyle. It’s the lifestyle of living by faith. It’s the 
lifestyle of not placing limits on what God can do for 
you. It’s believing that it is more blessed to give than 
to receive. 
 
God's grace will never run dry. He will supply us 
with overflowing generosity. That generosity isn't 
meant to be hidden and locked away; it's meant to be 



given away so that others can be blessed as well. 
God’s generosity to us should spill out to those 
around us.  
 
We will never have to worry about giving away too 
much. God's grace poured out to us will never run 
out. What God can do through us is not limited to 
what we are able to produce by ourselves. God can 
do immeasurably more than we can even ask or 
imagine. He’s not just a giver. He’s an out-giver! 
 
We become the blessers that God intends us to be 
when we live in obedience to his commands, expect 
his provision for our needs and share generously 
with others everything He has given to us. 
 
PRAYER 
• Pray you will have a generous spirit of obedience. 

 
• Pray that you will step out in faith with open 

hands to give sacrificially. 
 

• Spend time reflecting on how God has provided 
for you in the past. Think of creative ways that 
you can share with others the blessings God has 
given to you. 

 

  



DAY 19 
 

”So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of 

the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. 5 Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,” 

Philippians 2:1-5 
 
DEVOTIONAL 
The practical message of this text is to share the 
mind of Christ by putting the interests of others 
ahead of your own. We must possess the same mind 
or attitude that Christ has shown us. We are called to 
live a life of unity, humility, and service to one 
another.  
 
You cannot allow Christ to live through you and not 
be a servant. Only through servanthood can you be 
obedient to God's call on your life. How many times 
have you missed an opportunity to meet a need of 
someone because you weren’t paying attention or 
you were too busy and it would’ve been an 



inconvenience for you to stop what you’re doing to 
tend to them? Don’t miss those opportunities! 
 
Be intentional about looking away from yourself and 
to the needs of others. Christ-like behavior begins in 
the mind and heart. You’ll find happiness in serving 
God through serving others.  
 
What are some distractions that keep you from 
focusing on the needs of others? What can you do 
today to shift your focus to the interest of others? Let 
the truth of the Gospel be at the center of your heart.  
 
As you go out each day remind yourself of what 
Christ has done for you and what He can do for 
others around you. Be a blessing by building others 
up in love.  
 

“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of others.”  

Philippians 2:4 
PRAYER 
 
• Pray that you will let the truth of the Gospel be 

the center of your heart.  
 

• Pray that you will show Christ-like love to others 
by putting their interests ahead of your own.  



DAY 20 
 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 

you may abound in every good work. As it is written, 
“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 

multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in 

every way to be generous in every way, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”  

2 Corinthians 9:8-11 
 
DEVOTIONAL 
God gives not only enough for ourselves, but more 
than enough so that we may supply the needs of 
others. Let us attempt to copy the example of Christ, 
and consider it more blessed to give than to receive.  
 
This passage says, “He [GOD] who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness.”  
 
Multiply what is in you to bless the world around 
you. Expect God to multiply your seed. True faith in 
Christ produces good deeds.  



Bless someone who is experiencing homelessness, 
loss of a job, an addiction, a divorce, bondage of 
imprisonment, an abusive situation, poverty and 
hunger, low self esteem, etc 
 
These acts of kindness reveal the love of Christ. 
Through them, we show to others what He has done 
for us and how His love changes us from being 
takers to blessers.  
 
PRAYER 
 
• Take stock of and give thanks for the blessings 

God has given you. 
 

• Pray God will place a spirit of contentment in 
your heart for what He has given to you.  
 

• Pray in faith for opportunities to be a blessing. 
When you are given the opportunity, bless the 
people around you and show them the love of 
Jesus. 

 

  



DAY 21 
 

“How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom 

they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who preach the good news!”  

Romans 10:14-15 
  
DEVOTIONAL 
Paul is reminding us that we must go out and 
proclaim the gospel to the world. We give and we 
pray and we send missionaries to the ends of the 
earth. We know that despite the sin and 
disobedience we see all around us, God still loves 
the world.  
 
People cannot look to Jesus for eternal life if they 
don't believe in him. They can't believe in him unless 
they have heard about him and they can't hear about 
him unless someone tells them. God gives us His 
Spirit so we can take the good news of salvation in 
Jesus name to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
 

Jesus said in Acts 1:8 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 



Since we have experienced God’s gracious salvation, 
we must commit ourselves to getting the good news 
to those who have not heard.  
 
There is an African proverb that says, “There is only 
one crime worse than murder on the desert, and that 
is to know where the water is and not tell.”  
 
We know where the water is! We’ve got the greatest 
news in the world: God forgives every sinner who 
trusts in Jesus as Lord and Savior! We’ve got to tell 
everyone! 
  
PRAYER 
• Pray for the salvation of those you have regular 

contact with that don’t know the Lord.  
 

• Pray for opportunities to talk to them about the 
Gospel.  
 

• Pray for confidence, wisdom and clarity in 
sharing the gospel. 
 

• Pray for the missionaries that are all around the 
world proclaiming the gospel. 
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